
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




r 



1 






> ^ • .V 


\ "' ^ 1^ '_ V . 


V* . V.,'.. \ • 






•r <-^ 




M 4^ 



. ' 



THE .TRiAt . 



\ p^ 



4 



»f 



Maurice margarqt, 

BEFORE THE 

HIGH COtTSLT OF JUSTICIARY^ 

AT EDINBURGH, 

Oa Hie 13th and 14th of January, i794f 

INDICTMINT 
SjEDITIOUS PRACTICES. 



r^KEN IN SHORTBAND 

Br Mr. R AMSE X 



Z O NDO N:t 



flatted lor M. Marcarot; the London Corresponding 
Society ; J. Ridgway, Yoi^-ftrect, St. James's Square ; H. Dj 
SyMONDs,Patemofter-row; W. Ramsey, 3ell-yard, Temple-bart 
J. Marsom, High Holbonii^ and J. RpBBRX«w, JS9. 4. Horft- 
*gr»d,fi4ji|iburgh. ^^^^ 



Moc«<?ir^ 



THE NEW, YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY'. 

96033 

ASTOR, LENOX AND 
TlLPt,N FOUNDAtlONS. 

1898. 






^' ( 



MWitepaKtefaaseaaB^^ 



1 1^ D I C T M E N T. 



\JrE6RGE, &f^, FOkASMtJCHAS it is humbly meant and complaint 
to us, by our right trufty ROBERT DITNDAS, Efq. of Arnifton, our Advo- 
cate, For our intek-eft upon MAURICE MARGAROT, merchant in Mary- 
bon, London No. lo, High-ftreet, refiding or lately refiding, at the Black 
ftull Inn, head of Leith Walk, parifliof St. Cuthbert's and County of Edin- 
burgh: That WHEREAS, by the laws of this, and of every well governed 
realm. Sedition is a crime of an heinous nature, and feverely punilhable 
Vet TRtE \t is, and of verity, That the faid Maurice Margarot has 
prefumed to commit, and is guilty aftor, or art and part of faid crime : ^n so 
far as, the faid Maurice Margarot having been named a delegate by an aflb- 
dation of feditious people, calling themfclves the Correfponding Society ot 
London, did repair to Edinburgh with the wicked and felonious purpofe of join- 
ing and co-operating with an illegal affociation of evil difpofed and feditious 
perfons, who originally defigned themfelves, The General Convention of 
tlie friends of the people ; but who have of late affumed the defignation of, 
<" the Britijb Connjenhon of the delegates of the people, affociatedto obtain uni" 
** verfalf%sBfrtigd and annual parliaments ;" and which illegal affociation, un» 
der the names arid deiignations abo<re mentioned, have been in the pra(tice> 
during thfe months of Oftober and NoV-ember laft, as well as m the beginning 
of the prefent month of December, i';93, of holding various feditious and il- 
legal meetings, at a Mafon's lodge, or room in Black-friars wynd, in the 
City of Edinburgh, and ellewhere, to the public profecutor unknown ; and 
which meetings, though held uader pretence of procuring a reform in par- 
liameiit. Were evidently of a dangerous and deflruftive tendency, with a de- 
liberate and determined intention, to diilurb the peace of the community, and 
to fubvert the prefent conftitution of the country : with which view they 
imitated both in the form and tenor of their proceedings, that Convention of 
people, the avowed enemies of this country, who at prefent ufurp the go* 
tcmmcnr of France, and with whom Great Britain then was and Hill is at 
>var ; That the faid Maurice Margarot, from his arrival in Edinburgh, did, 
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as a defegate from the faid Correfpooding Society, in l/ndbn*, eonftantty at!^^ 
tend the illegal meetings of the above mentioned aflbciations, and did co-ope- 
rate with them, on different occafions, and aft as prefes or chairman of'theiff 
meetings, and did take an aftive and diftinguilhed part in their deliberanons 
and proceedings ; and that while the faid Mavirice Margarot continued to 
attend the faid illegal meetings, as a delegate, or was oiffici^ting in the ca** 
pacity of prefident, as above mentioned, various feditious ancf inflammatory 
votes and refolutions were paft, fome of which he moved, others of which 
he feconded, and to all of which he gave his concurrence and approbation, by . 
voting for paffing the fame; and which- feditious votes and refolutions, as al- 
fo the iuflammatory fpeeches that were delivered on thofe occafions, by au- 
thority of the faid meetings, were inferted in minutes of their proceedure, 
taken at the; time and which afterwards by their order, o» under their autho- 
^ty, were publiflicd in ^ news paper, called the Edinburgh Gazetteer of 
Tucfday, November 26th K793, being No. 78; of Tudfday, December 3 A 
>793> being No. 79; and of Tuefday, December loth 1793, being No. 8a, 
" all of that paper; and were by that means circulated among the lieges ', That 
the faid Maurice Margarot did alfo, when attending in his capacity of dele* 
gate at the illegal meetings of the faid aiTociation, utter and make various fe- 
ditious and inflammatory fpeeches, tending to vilify our prefent happy con- 
ftitution, and to withdraw there-from the confidence and attachment of our 
fubje£is ; and did likewife move refolutions, tending to diflcminate the fedi- 
.tious and uncgnftitutional principles, by >yhich thefe meetings were aftuated*. 
And particularly the faid Maurice Margarot, at a meering of the (aid Con- 
vention, held on Tuefday 19th of November laft, 1793,. or on fome othce 
day of that mont;h, in a Mafon lodge or room in Black-friars wynd, in^ the 
city of Edinburgh, did wickedly and felonioufly make the following motion, 
or one of a fimilar import ; ^ That previous to publi-fliing an addrefs to the 
" public, a Committee be forthwith appointed, to confider the means and 
^^ draw up the outlines of a plan of-general union and corporation between . 
** the two nations, in their conftitutional purfuit of a thorough parliamentary 
« reform." Which motion or one of the fame tawicncy, having been ap- 
proved of, was paffed unanimoufly by the faid illegal afTociation ; and which 
motion- clearly demonllrated a wifli and intention, on the part of the laid 
Maurice Margarot, of propagating the feditious tenets of that aflbciation over 
the whole kingdom, and of exciting our fubjefts in England, in contempt of 
legal authority, to adopt the fame unconftitutional conduct which the faid 
Maurice Margarot and his aflbciates had prefamed to follow. 

And further, on Monday the 2.5th of November 1793, or on fome other 
day of that month, another illegal meeting, of the above-named aflbciation^ 
held at the aforefahi Mafon lodge or room, in Black-friars wynd, or in fome 
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either place tathe pubKc profecutor unknown ; upon a motion being made in 

die following words, or words of the fame import : ^ That in cafe the 

** minifter^ or any other member^ bring into the Houfe of Commons a rao- 

'* tion for a Convention Bill, as paifed in Ireland, for prevendag the people 

, «* from meeting according to their juft rights by the revolution, the fame mo- 

^ ** tion ihall be noticed to the <ielegates of the refpe6ti've focieties immediately 

** to meet in Convention, to affcrt their rights ;" which motion havmg become 

the fubje^l of conlideration the following day, the faid Maurice Margarot did 

tken wickedly and feloniouily utter and make the following fpsech, or One of 

I the like import and tendency : <* This is an excellent motion, and the event, 

' M which it alludes to, ought to be the tocfijt to the friends of liberty to alTem* 

g f* ble. It fcems however to be imperfect : it does not mention any place of 

f **- meeting, neither does it fpecify the time when the delegates are to afibm« 

L •* ble ; for the word immediately is indefinite, and will not convey the fame 

^ *< meaning to perfons refiding in different parts of the country. By thofe 

*^ who live near to the place of meeting^it will be underftood, that they are 

•* »to repair there next day. By thofe at a greater diftance, within a few days ; 

•* and by thofe ftill further off, a week after fuch information is received. But 

•* the Committee of regulations have in their report an article of the fame pur- 

« port, which, in my opinion, is preferable to our friend Callendar's motion ; 

** which, as this motion comes properly under the chapter of regulations, I 

* wiih that it were referred to that committee. I therefore move that there- 

♦< port be read, that the Convention may judge whether the article I allude 

•* to fufficiently provides for the intention of the motion now before the Con- 

•* vention. 

. *• I believe rfiat the Convention will be convinced, that the claufe of riie 
*• report of the Committee of regulations comprehends the fpirit and inten- 
*• tion of Cuize/i Callenflar's motion, and alfo extends farther, in asmuch 
*• as k provides for a number of cafes equally dangerous to liberty, as a Con- 
- ** vention Bill, it will be found alfo, that this bufmefs of calling a meeting of 
^ the Convention had better be entrufted to a fele^ Committee, appointed 
•* for the particular purpofe of watching every a6t which may militate 
** againft the rights of the people. And I maintain that the proper place for 
'' this motion to appear is among the regulations of the Convention." 

And further, on the 28th day of the faid month of November 1793, or 
upon one or other of the days above mentioned, the faid illegal and feditious 
meeting did, after difcuffion of the faid motion, in the room or Mafon lodge 
in Black-fryars wynd aforefaid; wickedly and feditioufly come to the refolu- 
lution of the following import and tenor. « That this Convention confider- 
«' ing the calamitous confequences of any a6t of the Icgiflature y^hich may 
^ tend to deprive the whole or any part of the people of their undoubt^ ' 
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•' right to meet, either by themfelves, or by delegation, to difcufs any mattcF 
** relative to theiif common intereft, whether of a public or private nature > 
" and holdirg the fame to be totally inconfiftent with the firft principles and 
" fafety of focicty, and alfo fubverfive of our known and acknowledged con- 
" ftitutionil liberties, do hereby declare^ before God and the World, that we 
** fijall follow the wholefome example of former times, by paying no regard 
" to any aft which fliall militate againft the conftitution of. our Country , and 
" fhall continue to affemble and confider of the beft means by which we can 
** accomplifh a real reprcfentation of the people and annual election, until 
«* compelled to defift by fuperior force. 

" And we do refolve, 

" That the firft notice given for the introduction of a Coovention Billj or 
** any Bill of a fimilar tendency to that paffed in Ireland in the laft Seffion of 
*< Parliament; 

" Or any Bill for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus AS^ or the aft for 
«< preventing wrongous imprifonment,. and againft undue delays in trials i» 
«* North Britain ; 

« Or in cafe of an Invafton, 

<* Or the admiflion of any foreign troops whatfoever into Great Britain or 
** Ireland — all or any of thefe calamitous cii^cumftances Ihall be a fignal to- 
" the different delegates to repair to fuch place as the fecret committee of this 
«< Convention fliall appoint, and the firft feven members fliall have powef 
" to declare the fittings permanent and twenty-one fliall conftitute a Conven- 
" tion and proceed to bufinefs. 

♦* The Convention doth therefore refolve, that each delegate immediately 
" upon his return home do convene his conftituents and explain to them th«j 
** neceffity of elefting a delegate or delegates and of eftablifliing a fund with- 
" out delay againft any of thefe emergencies for his or their expence and 
**' that they do inftruft the (aid delegate or delegates to hold themfelves ready 
" to depart at one hours warning. 

" And further the faid Mauric« Margarot did at the faid illegal meeting 
** after the aforefaid refolution was fo pafled wickedly and felonioufly make 
'* a motion in the following words, or in words of a fimilar import and ten- 
'* dency : Tliit a fecret committee of three and the fecretary be appointed 
" to determine the place where fuch Convention of emergency fliall meet : 
*^ thut fuch place fliall remain a fecret with them and with the fecretary of 
" this Convention ; and that each delegate fliall at the breaking up of the 
" pre fen t fellion, be intruftcd with a fealed letter, containing the name of the 
place of meeting* This letter fliall be delivered unopened to his conftitu- 

emsj the recei pt of which fliall be acknowledged by a letter to the fecreta- 
ry, prtftrvtd m the fame ftate untill the period flia'I arrive at which it fliall 
L 4 «« he 
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♦ ht deemed neccffary for the delegate to fct off -which motion wat unani* 
** moufly approved of. — 

And further, the faid Maurice Margarot did, on Wednefday the 4th of 
December, 1793, or on one or other of the days of that month, or November 
preceding, in another illegal meeting of the above-named Affociation, held at 
the aforefaid Mafon Lodge or room in Blackfriar's wynd, or fome other 
place to the public Profecutor unknown, wickedly and felonioufly utter and 
make the following fpecch, or one of a fimilar import and tendency : 

** Your Committee of Regulations have not been able to bring forward 

" the remainder of their report this evening, they have not however been 

" idle, they have been einployed in another mamier in your fervice. It has 

" been obferved that we admit fpies under the name of Grangers. I fay 

" they are welcome.; and if the men, by whom they arc employed, were to 

^. ** come here, they fliould be welcome alfo : for we have no fecrets which 

•* we dare not avow. But the intelligence which I have to communicate 

•< Will fliew that thofe who are not friendly to reform, and who have an in- 

** tereft in fupporting the exifting abufes, are uling every endeavour to put 

^ a Hop to our meetings." If they abide by law we are fafe ; for they can- 

, ** not deny that we are met for a legal and conftitutional purpofe ; but as 

** the people in power may take meafures againft us not warranted by law, 

• "we ought to be prepared. I have in my hand the outlines of a motion 

[ " which I would wifli to propofe in a fuller houfe. However I fliall in the 

' " mean time obferve, that I am informed there are many men who arc de- 

i ** firous of difperfing us by force, we ought therefore to prepare againft fuch 

\ ** difperfion. We have already appointed a fecret committee, for fitting a 

f •*< placft of meeting on certain emergencies ; and we ought to be equally well 

[ " provided againft the prcfent cafe ; for if we fliall happen to be difperfed to 

f •* night, how or where are we to rally again ? To do this your Committee 

i " fuggefts a refolution to the following cfFeft ; but which I fliall leave to be 

: " drawn up by the Council of the table : That the moment of any illegal 

" difperfion of the prefent Convention fliall be confidered.as a fummons to 

1 <* the Delegates to repair to the place of meeting, appointed for the Conven- 

<* tion of Emergency by the fecret Committee j and that the fecret Com- 

" mittee is inftru6ted to proceed without delay to fix the place of meeting. 

" I hope that what has been already faid will convince the Convention that 

« your Committee of Regulations, though they have not been able to bring 

[ • " forward their report, have not neglefted their duty j and it will convince 

<* our enemies that we do not ^ altogether negleft them, they will fee 

«' that we proceed with regularity, and that we have an eye upon 

" them while they have fpies upon us. I therefore move for leave tQ 

t' brin^ in this motion — Which motion afterwards paflfed unanimoufly.* — 
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'The faid Maurice Margarot, after moving tke faid refoiutioo, not only gave* ' 
his aflent to pafs tha fame,' but allowed himfelf to be named one of. the four 
members of which fmd fecret Committee was corapofed^ and agreed' to aft in 
that capacity* •, And further, on Friday, December 6th, 179 j, or fome other- 
day of that month, the faid illegal aflbciation having again afTembled in a 
room or workihop belonging to, or poffeflcd by John Laing,' wright, fituated 
in Lady Lawfon's yard, fouth fide of Crais Caufeway^ in the' parifh of St. 
Cuthbert and iheriffdom of Edinburgh. The Sheriff Subftitute of £din« 
burgh, with others his aififtants, having, in the difcharge of his duty, re- 
paired to the faid room or workihop, with a view to difperfe faid illegal Af« 
fodation. The ikid Maurice Margaret, with others his aflbciates, did then. 
and there retift the iaid SherijOTSubftitute, and did peremptorily refufe to dif- 
perfe until forced fo to do : that on this occalion the faid Maurice Margarot 
was called to the chair, and a£ted as prefes or chairman of the faid illegal 
meeting, after the appearance of the Sheriff Subftitute, and in open contempt 
and defiance of all legal authority, vindicated the proceedings of the meetings 
and peremptorily refufed to leave the chair unlefs compuliion was ufed : in 
confequence of which the Sheriff Subilitute was under the necedity of taking 
him by the arm and pulling him out of the chair, and of ufmg force in dif« 
perfing the reft of his alfociates : That this conduct of the faid Maurice Mar* 
garot was highly aggravated by this circumftance : That the faid illegal af> 
ibciation had been the very evening before difperfed by the civil magiftrate* 
And the faid Maurice Margarot having been apprehended and brought be« 
fore Harry Davidfon, Efq. Sheriff Subftitute of the fliirc of Edinburgh, on 
the 5th of December, 1793, did in his prefence emit a declaration of that 
datC) which is (igned by the faid Sheriff Subftitute, the faid Maurice i^arga^ 
rot having declined to fign the fame ; and when the faid Maurice Margarot 
ha^d been fo apprehended, fundry papers having been found in his poffeffion 
or claimed by him, the fame were afterwards infpefted in his prefence, by 
authority of the Sheriff of Edinburgh, and two feveral lifts or inventories of 
thofe papers were made up, one of which, containing ten articles, is fub« 
fcribed by William Scott, procurator fifcal of the county of Edinburgh, and 
by Jofeph Gerrald, of Hart-ftreet, JSloomfbury Square, London ; and the 
other, conlifting of nine articles, is fubfcribed by the faid William Scott, and 
by the Sheriff Subftitute of Edinburgh, as the faid Maurice Margarot refufed 
to. fign' the fame. Which inventories, together with the whole articles there* 
of, excepf No. i. of the firft inventory; as alfothe forefaid declaration emit- 
ted by him before the Sheriff Subftitute of Edinburgh ; together with a pa* 
per figned by the faid Maurice Margarot and by John Wardlaw, quoted on 
jthe back, " Motion of M. Margarot," and figned by the faid Sheriff Subfti- 
lute, as relative to the forefaid declaration^ as alfo the fcroll or draught of 
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<thc xiiinutcs of the faid General Convention, firomthe a 9th of Oftobcr to 
the 4th of December, 1793, confifting of 95 jjages ; as alfo Nos. 78, 79, and 
'So of the £dinburgh Gazetteer above mentioned being all to be ufed in evi- 
dence againftthe faid Mavirice Margarot, vfiH for that purpofe, in due time, 
he lodged in the' hands of the Clerk of the High Court of Jufticiacy, before 
which he is to be d'ieS, that he may have an opportunity oi feeing the (ame. 
At LESkST times and' places above rrieiitioned, the faid a6ts. of Sedition were 
committed, and the faid Maurice Margarot is guilty, aftpr, or aVt and part 
thereof. All which, or part thereof, being found proven by the verdi£t of an 
aiBze before our Lord Juftice General, Lord Juftice Clerk, and Lords Com- 
imffioners of Judiciary, ]»a Court of Jufticiary, to be holden by thcmwithia 
the criminal Court-houfe at Edinburgh, upon the 9th day of January next 
to^ome, the faid Maurice Margarot, above complained upon, ought tabe 
puniihed with the pains of law, to deter others &om committing the like 
crimes in all times coimng. OvR will is herefore, &c« 



I.IST OF WITNESSES. 



a Harry Davidlbn, Efq. flierifFfubftitute of the county of Edinburgh^ 

2 William ^cott, procwrator-fifcal of the faid county of Edinburgh. 

3 James Williamfon, clerk to the faid William Scott. 

4 Archibald Welch, clerk to the faid WlUiam Scott. 
^ Jofeph Mack, writer in ESlbburgh. 
'6 James Lyon, indweller in Edinburgh. 

L 7 John McDonald, indweller in Edinburgh. 

9 Neil M*Gla(han, indweller in Edinburgh. 
1 9 William Rofs, clerk in the Gazetteer office, Edinburgh. 

«o George Kofs, clerk in the Gazetteer office, Edinburgh. 
it Alexander Aitchifon, ftudent of medicine, refiding in Canon-gate of 

Edinburgh. 
li John Clark, mafon, in Edinburgh. 
[^ Alexander Bell, tobacconift in Canon-gate (ofEdmbuvgh. 
f 4 Andrew Newton, formerly tobacconift in Dunfe, now refiSfing in St. Pa« 

trick*s Square, Edinburgh. 
i^ John Gourlay, watchmaker, in Edinburgh. 
16 Alexander Reid, 'joiner and cabinetmaker, rcfiding in Edinburgh* 
7 David Downie, goldfmith, in Edinburgh. 
I 8 Thomas Cockburn^merchant, Lawn-market, Edinburgh, 
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19 J9^n Wardliw, writer, in Edinburgh. 

20 Samuel Paterfon, merchant, in Luckcn-booths of Edinburgh- 

a I John Laing, wright, in Nicolfon-ftreet, Edinburgh. ' 

zz The Right Hon. Thomas Elder, Lord Provoft of the city of Edinburgh^ 

2$ Neil M* Vicar, Efq. one of the magiftxates of Edinburgh. 

314 James Laing, one of the city depute clerks of Edinburgh.- 

z$ James Bupet, grocer, in Edinburgh, prefes of the fociety of conftables. 

a 6 Alexander Frazer, grocer, one of the conftables of Edhiburgh. 

J. ANSTRUTHER, A. Q. 
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LIST OF ASSIZE, 

John Grindlay, rectifier of fpirits, Edinburgh, 

James Gordon, brewer there. 

John Howdeh, fadler there. 

Tiioiiiaji Hotchkis, bri^wer th^re. ' 
5 Samuel Giimourj rope maker thcrc^ j ^ 

James Clark ^ furrier there. ' 

J Walter Smtarun^ painter there. 

« James Mill, tanner there. 

James Clarkfon, baktr there. / . I 

xo William Mi^iray, merchant there, 

'^^tUiam ScQttj plumbs there, 
^m Jtobcrt None, painter there- 

\ William Smith, fttiblcr there. 
^ Eobt re Arm ft rong, p I umber therc^ 

fj Charles Robertfon, printer there. 
^ m_ ■ Andrew Bruce ^ merchant there. 
■ Thomas Ck^horn, coachmaker therc^ 

I Henry Farquharfon, carver there. 

^^ John Balfour, merchant there. 

^k to John Baundcr?, Aioc maker there. 
V^ John Baxter, glazitr there, 

^ft James Dickfon, f^edl'man there. 

^B lohnWilfon, coachmaker there 

^V %, Kobcrt Young, upholftcrer ther^. 
^P 15 Wililim AlniUkf faddlcr there. ^ , 
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John $cott, watchmaker in Edinburghf 
f William Jrafer, tinfroith there. 

[ Gilbert Meafpn, merchant there* 

f Ale'xander Weir, painter there. 

30 Henry Murjray, perfumer there,- 
i William Marlhall, plumber thcrct 

f John Broagh, wright there, 

j pavid Steuart, merchant there* 

I , John Yqmig, architeft there. 

I 35 William Pirnie, archite6t there, 

James Bryce, painter Acre, 

John Hay, banker there. 
f Samuel Anderfon, banker rfier^, 

I James M*Leiih, bookfeller there, 

I 40 Robert Burns, architect there. 

Macduff Hart, flioemaker therf 

James Fowler, ftgitioner there. 
L John White, inerchant there, 

r Adam Dalmahoy, merchant there. 

^$ William M*J-can, merchant there. 

ROBERT M'QIJEEN, 
I . ALEXANDER MURRAY, 

DAVip RAE, 



h "^ TRIAL, 

'0 ' 



f R I A L, ;&C, ^ 



'%<'..'<\'»-^v s 



Mr. MARGAROT. Clerk of the Court, -where u ikt I^d JufUoQ 
General of Scotland, I dott't fee him m bis flacc. 

Cl^i. I don't know where he is. , 

Mr* Margaret. I hold that this Court is not ownpeteiit to try me, Ify 
Lords, I am cited before the Lord Juftiee Gfcneral of Scotland, the Lord 
Juftice Clerk, and Lords Commiflioners of Jufticiary. Now we know this 
is the higheil Court in Scotland-: we know there is no hig;her olBce m 
Scotland, than that of Lord Juftice General, and we know, that if it was aa 
onneceifary poft, it would not have £. £,ooo a year fakry, annexed to it, add 
vrt know that the indi£tment would have run before our Lord Jv^ice GeneraJ, 
or Lord Juftice Clerk, becaufe we know that the public Profccutor will in this 
Cafe and in every other, trumpet up much the Conftitutioo, and as the Confti-T 
tation of Great Britain is founded upon Laws, and thofe Laws can only he de- 
livered in words, fo the leaft variation of words in a Law, is a total objc^on 
to an indi6tment. My Lords, it may be (aid there is precedent for it, but it is 
a fundamentd principle, that 'no man is to hold out his own laches* Why 
is he nc/t here to do his duty > If this innovation is ikfifered, perhaps the at* 
tendance of the Lord Juftice Cleik will be difpenfed wil^, and the atten« 
dance of the other judges; and at laft, perhaps, the Clerk of the Court* 
or even the Macers, will form the high Court of JufUciary, fo that by one . 
deviation and another, even the forms of juftice will be done away ; and, my^ 
Lords, we cannot fay that there has not been a precedent, where the Lord 
Juftice General has appeared in his place, thbugh perhaps that was not to^ 
the honor ©f Scotland, where the Duke of Argyle fat as Lord Juftice 
General, for the purpoCe of trying a man, one James Stewart, for the mur- 
der of a man of the name of Campbell, and the whole jury were CampbellVJ 
except tw0| and that was the only inftance where the Scotch have enjoye 
the privilege of having the Lord Juftice General fit ih their- Court. I deii) 
even the competency of this Coisrt to argue upon, or maintaiA their ow!^ 
competency, becaufe it is the fcrvimt pretending to didice to the mafter.*^ 
s ^s 



I 



( " ) 



k "As well may k be faid, we don't want a King, as for the Lord Ju(lt€« 
I -Clerk to fky, we ddh*t want a Lord Juftice General. 

[ I havemet the -Laws, and I beg this may be taken under your fcriout 

f coniideratiqn, for what I fay" this day will not be confined within thef^ walls, 
^ it ikall fpread.far and wide, and will undergo a revi&n in both Houfes of 
[ parliament iii England. You already know that there is an impeachment 

hanging i)ver your heads — you know it is fhortly promifed'to be brought 

forward. And* my. Lords, I obJ€6t upon another ground/ in the criminality 
1^ oT which you are * all implicated^ for there is this difference between the 
[ lieges and the. ^^dges, that a man' is always prefumed innocent till he is 

iv found guilty ; but the moment there is the flighteft imputation upon a judge, 
f he is prefumed. to be criminal till his innocence is clearly proved. A judge ' 

ought to be like Caefar's wife, not only fpotlefs but even unfufpefted ; that is 

not the cafe with you my Lords. We have the promife of many men in 
I England of great refpe6tability who will bring it forward, and you may> 

though you are now fitting upon that bench, be brought to atone upon your 
\ knees, perhaps with your lives, for any infraction of the Laws you tnay be 

i guilty of. My Lords, we well know that Cambyfes ordered an unjuft judge 

to be flea*d, and the Ikin of that judge covered the feat of his fucccffor. 

We alfo know, that in the reign of Alfred, (and I hold my authority in my 

liand, and the hiftory of England will fiirnifli it to every one) that in one 
^. year, forty-four judges were hanged — and you well know the fate of 

t Jeffcrys, who, though the flow hand of the law could not overtake him, 

was t«m in pieces by the people. I don't mean to fay that you are guilty— 
k that remains for a higher decifion than mine, at that tribunal where you mufi: 

f foon appear, to anfwer for thofe aftions which you have committed 5 but you 

will remember, that there will be at that day a mixture of guilt and inno- 

cence— may the innocence appear predominant — I don't wilh to be one of 
I. your accufers on that day. 

r My Lords, the objection that I hare dated it is impoffible to get over, for 

* -.. that man is remarkably accurate, I mean the public Profecutor, and if it was not 

jiecefl&ry, he would not have inferted it. I expeft no mercy from him, 
1'.* jl Hither ihall I expe^ any thihg like tnercy from the court in the fituation in 

.which I ftand, if what I have heard be true. 

^j Lords, there is another objeftion alfo— I need Lord Juftice Clerk md 
rd Henderland's tefiimonies, as exculpatory evidences : I wanted to bring 
^ upon thcif oaths to the bar, but though it is the privilege of an En- 
man— of a Briton I mean, for I wiih the name of Englifhmah to be an* 
, J *ated in that of Briton— it is a privilege granted to us by that Conftitution, 

f 4. ich is fi) loudly trumpeted up upon every occafion) that a pannel at the bar, 

, ** I have the fame compuifory method of bringing his witneifes that his 

profecutoi 
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proTecutor has, and that has been denied me. The man whofe bunncfs it h 
to cite witnefles faid, he would attend in court, and give his reafons why he 
did not dare to ferve thofe judges with a citation. It is true, I mentioned 
oaly the Lord Juftice Clerk to him, and I charged him to tell the Lord 
Juftice Clerk that I wanted his evidence, and I apprehend, that you are not 
competent to determine upon this objection. I have obeyed the Law«. 
This is not the high Court of Jufticiary, inafmuch as it lacks the centre 
ftone — inafmuch as It lacks the principal officer of the court, and the man 
who here fliould reprefent the King, and confequently the wording of the 
indiftment is loofc, and renders it null and void. I have done my duty, 
and I demand to be difcharged from your bar fimpliciter. I 

Lordjufiice Clerk, What do your lordlhips fay to this obje^ion ? 

lard Henderland, My Lords, the objeftion as I underftand it, is, that 
'the Lord Juftice General does not attend this court, and it is even faid, that 
we are not competent to judge of the force and validity of that objection. 
Why my Lord, with refpedt to that, if we are not competent to judge of it, 
•who is to "judge of it } It is from the neceflity of things that we muft judge 
of it — ^no other perfon can judge of it, and therefore I hold that obje£tion to 
be i^ull and void. With refpeft to the attendance of the Lord Juftice Ge-^ 
neral — by A€t of Parliament it is declared, that any three of this court (hall 
be a quorum to try any criminal, confequently, though my Lord Juftice 
General is abfent, and even if your Lordlliips and I were abfent, any other 
members of the court provided *feerd '!^re three, is a legal quorum fufficient; 
for the trial, therefore I am of opinion that the objeftion fliould be repelled. 

Lord Juftice Clerk, Does any of your Lordfhips think otherwife— I ^ar^ 
iay not. Repel the objeftion. 

« (Ihe objeStion repelled*) 

Lord Juftice Clerk, You will attend to the criminal libel that is to be read 
againft you. 

Mr. Margarot, Before that is. read my Lords, I claim another privilege, 
which is, that of having my witneffes called over, and if there are any who 
do not attend, I in lift— ^I demand — I don't alk it as a favor — I demand it — 
you are on the feat of -juftice, and take heed how you adminifter that juftice 
— I demand it as my right, that a caption be granted againft the abfentees. 

Lord EJkgrove, With refpedl to what Mr. Margarot has faid of his wit>. _ 
nefles, I dare fay your Lordlhips would not hefitate af fending a nieffenger Jj^ 
to ferve even your Lordfliips, or any man in ihe kingdom with a cita^ionf 
I hope it is not true, that the officer refufed to cite your Lordfhips, it-w^: 
his duty, and he ought to have done it. :^ ;^* 

Lord Juftice Clerk, Mr. Margarpt, ftand up and hear tli^ criminal libel . 
read againft you. 
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7T)e ini&8meni read, ' 

Lord Jufiice Clerk. What do you fay to this? Are you guilty of the 
diai-ges contained in it, or not guilty. 

Mr, Margarot, My Lord, guilt does not Hand at your bar at prcfent. 

Lord Jvjlice Ckrk, Are you guilty or not guilty ? You muft anfwer that 
^uefHon. 

Mr. Margaret, I am not guilty ! but I don't underftand what b don© 
with the objeftion I have already made. 

Lord Juftice Clerk. It is repelled. 

Mr. Margaroi. Oh ! it is repelled, is it ; according to cuftom ? then I 
muft make an. open declaration of my intention, to enter a proteft againft th« 
proceedings of this court. 

. Lord Juftice Clerk. Have you any thing to offer as to the relevancy of the 
libel? 

Mr. Margaroi. With regard to the libel, if any exa6tners is neccffiiry ia 
Si criminal libel, it certainly is not relevant, and here is one thing, that aloi» 
is fufficient to quafli it. But, my Lord, I defired that my witneffes mightto 
called over, in order that I might have a fair and free trial, and that if ^y 
of them did not attend, I might have a caption granted by the court ; a^d 
that is an objeftion which h not to be done away fo eafily. I have boc 
heard the anfwer of the cQurt to that. 

. Lord Juftice Clerk. Have you any arguments to offer as to the relevancy 
•f the indictment ? if you have, you muft mention them now. 

Mr. Margarot. If your Lordfhips will give me leave to ftate the objec- 
tion about the witneffes afterwards, then I fay, this libel ftates, that b\i the 
Laws qIE this Realm, Sedition is a crime cf a heinous nature. I befeech your 
Lordfhip, to point out the Law which makes Sedition a crime, and alfo, that 
which Ihews the punilhment that is du€ to it. I underftand ibme people 
think Sedition fo well underftood, as not to need explanation. I differ 
from them — I fay it is not merely the authority of a judge that is fufficient — 
he muft lay his finger upon the Law Book and point it out to the Subje6Vs» 
that they may know where to find it when they are not before the judge. 
Js there any Law in the Britifti Conftitution, which points out Sedition, and 
aiBxes the punifhment to it } 

My Lords, in page three of the indi^ment arc thefe words, which I un- 
derftand to be taken from the Gazetteer. This is an excellent motion, and 
the event whrch it alludes to, ought to be the tocfin to the friends of liberty to 
aflcmble. In the Gazetteer it is, the friends to liberty — here it is the friend* 
4^fiberty. Therefore, thai is a flaw in the indiflment, v^-hich quallies it at 
♦Dce. 

]Sfy Lords, if you go according to juftice thefe arc valid objc^lions ; but if 
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you thmk proper to repel theft^-*-if it ii only to Hate an obje^on, and sts Coon 
is ftated; if is repelled; yoii may do as you think fit ^ but, if I have not irapar* 
tial judice 3one me, I will fit down^ not make any defenccii but defire yoif tor 
Riband the jury and pafs fentence. 

Lord Jujtice Clerk, Have you any thing further to fay as to the relevancy ? 

Mr. Margcxrot. It is irrelevant in toto. Then my, Lords, again, at the 
Qoncluiion of this libel I come back with my firft objection — ^I fee it both at 
the beginning and the end, and it is, not a mere matter qF form— no A6t of 
. Parliament can do it away, or if |n A£t of Tarliament can do it away, why 
is not the Letter, as well as the Spirit of the A6t maintained. It fays here, 
all which, or part thereof, bein^ found proven by the verdift of anaffize 
before our Lord* Juftice General, Lord Juftice Clerk, and Lords Commif^ 
fioners of Jufticiary. It fays fo at the beginning — ^it fays fo at the end* 
My Lords, this is an inaccuracy that cannot be overlooked — ^it mull not be 
overlooked -, and, as you thought proper to repel it in the firft inftance, I 
urge it again in the fecond, it is a flaw in the indidtmenr. There are three 
flaws, which I think fufHcient to quafh the indictment entirely* 

Lord Juftice Clerk. Have you any more objections to make ? 

Mr* Margarot, No, my Lords, three are as good as three thoufand. 

Mr. Solicitor General. My Lords, in anfwer to what has fallen from the 
Panne!, his objections are fo extravagant as hardly to merit an anfwer. The 
only appearance of any t ing like a legal objection is this : the gentleman 
fays he is accufed of Sedition, and calls upon us to point out where Sedition 
is made a crime, and by what Law, and what is the punifliment afHxed to it. 
My anfwer to that is, that Sedition was made a crime not by any ftatute but 
by the common Law of Scotland, arfd if the gentleman wiihes for authority, 
I refer him to the, book called Regiam Majeftatera, where Sedition is ex- 
prefsly dated to be a crime, and I would tell him, that it is there declared to 
be puniihable as treafoa. That is in the oldeft book that we have upon the 
Law of Scotland. - Since that. Sedition has not been punifhed as treafbn, 
but remained upon- the footing of the common Law, puniihable by what is 
called an arbitrary punifliment. As to a definition of Sedition, your Lord- 
ihip knows there are many crimes of fo complex and fo vague a nature, that - 
it is hardly poflible to giv.e a general definition to comprehend them all. If 
J am called upon to give a definition of high treafon, I don't know any that 
1 could give, except by enumerating all the different cafes of treafon ; or, 
fuppofe I was called upon to give a definition of falfehood or forg;ery, there 
are twenty different kinds of it ; no , definition can comprehend the whole. 
So alfo, I imagine it ftands with regard to Sedition. At the fame time, if a 
(definition is wanted of the c^jiine Charged againft that gentleman, I will read 
him Mr. Erfkine's de&^tion of it in his firft inftitute : He divides it into 

two 



two partSj rea! Sedition and verbal Sedition ; he fays» real Sedition Ts gAw- 

^ rally committed by convocatipg together a confiderable numbep of peopW 

f ^vithout lavyful authority, under pretence of redreiing grievances to the de<» 

\ ftroying of the public peace. Then Ik fay«, general Sedition is inferred fronft 

the Qonrocation of a number of people ^riihout lawful authority, tending to 
clifturb the peace of the convnunity. Is not this the very crime chargq^ 
agaiaft this gentleman r if there was any lawful authority, th^geatlemati 

i wiU tell us what it is. Can liiere be a ^ubt,. that if the fa^s Ibted ia this 

indidment be true; they not only tended to difturb the peace of the country^ . 
but to fubvert t^e^onftitution of Great Britain. Therefore, taking the 

[^ charge sk it Hands, there cannot be a doubt with a»y one of your Lordihips 

that it does amount to a charge of Sedition, and that Sedition is a crime 

^ puittOiable by the law of this country ? If there is any other country in the 

worldy where Sedition is not made a crime by the common Law, I wiib 

\ thefe gentleme)! next time they hold Britiih Conventions wpuld meet in that 

country, for in Scotland I wiU aflure thena, there is a Law to punifh them. 
Mr, Margarot. My LordS} I hold in: my hand a definition of Mr* 

^ Erfkine's, a littk differing from whac the gentleman has read ; he fays^ 

** it confiils in raifing commotions or difturbances in the fiate ; it is either 
^ verbal or real» Verbal Sedition or Leafing making, is inferred from the 
•* uttering of words, tending to create difcord between the king and hi* 
•* people," and I think it ia that gentleman who is guilty of Sedition, inaf- 
jnuch as he feeks to alienate the hearts of the fub}e£ts from their fovereign* 
He feys, *^ it was formerly punifced by death and the forfeiture of goods^ 
** but now either by imprifoniaent, fine, or bamlhment, at the difcretion of 

^ ** the jndge." Now it feems to me, that, that cannot be the Sedition which, 

this gentleman means, for if I underftand rightly, the Sedition I am charged 
with, is fomething like that of Meffrs. Muir, Palmer, and Skirving. Now if 
their Sedition had been th^ Sedition that is meant here, they would have been 
punifhed by banifliment and not by tranfportation j and therefore, there muft 
be fome trifling raiftakcin that my Lords. Now it fays here, " for prevent- 
** ing riots and tumult^ it is enafted, that if any perfons to the number of 
** twelve (hall aflemble, and being required by a magiftrate or ConftaWe to- 
" difperfe, fhall neverthelef^ continue together for an hour after fuch com- 
** mand, the perfons difobeykag fhall fuffer death.*' Therefore, that cannot 

: be the Sedition that I am charged with, for iKe indi6fament only pretends to 

know, what I an fure, the Almighty never commiffioned the Lord Advocate 
to enquire into, pamely, our fecret intentions.* I did not know before that 

- there was an inquilltion in Scotland, and that he was Grand Inquifitor, for 

certainly otherwife, the^mjnds of the people are only to. be. gathered from 
their behaviour*. 
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My Lor js, thefe meetings 1 will maintain were legal in the ftn6^e& fentd 
of the word ; for the claiiti of rights eni;itles the people to petition Parliament^ 
tad it is impoifible they could petition Parliament without meeting. The 
general will cannot be collected as you colleA taxes from door to door. Good 
God. ! what is becpme of the Conftitlitlon that you trumpet Up fo much, if 
you give us the name and take awaj the effcrice ? if the people afe iiot td 
meet to examine their rights, and proceed upon their dght^. 

My Lords, there isl not one fo barefaced as to pretend to deny our right to 
petition or addrefs the King. The Lord Advocate himfelf has acknowledged, 
that it is our right.- He himfelf is a Reformer, and has held feditious meet- 
ings as well as us ; but then indeed he brings forward a curious reafon : when 
the Lord AdVodate is out of place, reform is proper ; when in place, it is 
highly improper ; and that is the doctrine of Mr. Pitt. Becaufe we are poor \ 
it is fedition in us ; but when your County Meetings are held it is no longer 
- fedition ; but it is a thing that {s authorized. As long as they thought we 
were not fufficiently formidable, and that there was no danger of opening the 
eyes of the people, fo Iqng did Juftice nod ; and Ihe only awoke when every 
man, hearing (b much talk of the Conftitution, began to examine what that 
Conftitution was. And, to be fure, it is a curious fi6tion in law (and>you 
have a great many) by which otfr happy Conftitution has wifely guarded the 
Profecutor for the Crown ; by which means the Subjed may at any time be 
©ppreffed and perfecuted by the Officer of the Crown, and he can obtain no da- 
mages, no redrefs whatever. Happy if he gets off, happy if his fentence docs * 
not come out of the pocket of a Minifter of State. My Lords, our tranfa€tion» 
have been legal. The illegal a6tions have been entirely on the part of our pro- 
fecutors. We have experienced the fate of general warrants : we hlsive experi- 
enced the fate of a State Inquifition. Good God ! has not a man, living under 
the Britifli Conftitution, a right to examine that Conftitution, and to fay, I ant 
told, that it is the fineft inftitution in the world ; and yet I feel my pocket' 
emptied daily with taxes ; I feel my liberties taken away one after another ; 
and yet I muft not meet with my neighbours to the number of twelve, to' 
difcufs thofe injuries that I daily feel, and to enquire after the means of ob-' 
taining redrefs, but immediately comes a Crown Laxvycr, claps the word 
Sedition upon it, and I am punithed. 'then another man is charged with 
fedition. My cafe is brought forward as a precedent, and therefore he muft 
be punilhed in the fame way. I fay, my Lord, if every article in thfs libef "] 
is proved, it redounds more to my honour than any thmg elfe : it Ihews me 
the friend of my fpecies ; it fhews me the friend of my country ; it flievvs that 
I have done my duty as a good citizen ; that I have endeavoured to procure 
that for every one of my fellow fubjedts that it is our right to enjoy ; that I 
dou't wilh to enjoy » fihgle thing alone, neither place nor ptnfion ; that I 
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/ Qoia't wlfii tb enjoy any thing exclufivcly, but I feek s teftUution of our 
tights, a renovation of our CooftitUtioB, as it ti fatd h6re> by univcHkl fuf* 
itzge ind annual parlianientt: « 

My Lords, perhaps your membrics may fsdl ydi, for it is fome time b'a<fk 
\vhen Mr. Pitt, at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, being a young man naaking 
his debut in Parliament, a young patriot making his entree into the world, in* 
(ifled lipon a Reform. It was then highly conftitutional. My Lords, I hare 
in my hand a refolution entered into at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, on tht 
i6thof May, 1782 • "At a numeix)us and refpc6table meeting of Mem- 
^* hers of Parliament, friendly to a conftitutional Reformation, and of mem- ^ 
** bers of feveral Committees of Counties and Cities." Here, Gentlemen^ 
you fee Delegates, here you fee tl Convention, though a Convention is no- 
thing new In Scotland ; becaufe you have had the Borough Refonh Conven- 
tion, and the Lord Advocate H himfelf upon that Lift. My Lords, at the 
thatched Houfe Tavern were prefent the Duke of Richmond^ Lord Surrey,* 
Lord Mahbn, tfie L^rd Mayor. Here you fee amongft them the firft muni- 
cipal Officer im England, the Lord Mayor, Sir Waikin Lewes, Mr. Dan- 
Comb, Sir Cecil Wray, Mr. Brand Hollis, Mr. Withers, the Hon. William 
Pittrwhom I mean b addbce as an exculpatory evidence, if even the formi 
of juftice are allowed me — the Reverend Mr. Wy vil, Major Cartwright, 
Mr. John Home Tooke, Alderman Wilkes, Dr. Jebb, Mr. Churchill, Mr. 
Frofti &c. kc. all men of learning, who well know what the Cdnftitotion of 
this cotmtry is, alid what it ought to be — men who required not to be told^ 
what was (edition and what npt— pien who would not have rilked thcmfclves,^ 

. if they had not known that they were upon conftitutional ground, and they 
refolve^ «* That the motion of the Hon. William Pitt, on the 7th inftant, 
** for the appointment of a Committee of the Houfe of Comthons, to enquire 
^< into the ftate bf the reprefentation of the people of Great Britain, and to 
** report the fame to the Houfe ; and alfo what fteps it might be ncceffary 
** to take having been defeated by a motion for the order of the day**— 
which is fomething fimilar to your repelling an objedtion of the Pannel, as 
foon as it is ftated — « haviilg been defeated by a motion for the order of th 
" day. It is becotec indifpenfibly necetfary that application Ihould be made 
'* to Parliament by. petifions from the coUeftiic body of the people in 
•< their refpeaivc diftri^s."— They were no^ to pour into the Houfe eight 
millions of petitions, but as many petitions from as many diftri6ts as they 
cbbld tolled together^ " «cqueftifig a fubftantial reformation of the Com- 
** mons Houfe of Parliament. 

« Rcfolved uhanimoufly. That this meeting, confidering that a general 
" Implication, by the colleftive body of the people, to the lioufe of Com- 
** matm cannot be made before th^ tlofe of the prefent Scffion, is of opinio! 
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« thar the fcnfc o^ the people fhould be taken/* And how is the fenfc-oi; 
the pcopld^to be taken, I would aft. the learned gentlemen of the law, iC 
thcy^are n*o tcoi^wd ?— \^ho is to take the fenfe of the people, if ^t W io be 
done by^inj round from man to man, and if twelve form a fcdit^us meet- 
ing, it will come, by and by, .perhaps to two or three, and it will be danger- 
ous for one n|ighbour to Ipeak to another in the ftreet, or any where die 
indeed, " tbat the fenfe of the people fhould be taken at fuch times as may ' 
« be convenient during this fumm^r, in order to lay their feveral petitions. 
** before Parliamtnt, early in the next fcflion, with their propofals for a. 
«« parliamentary Reformation^*— -Obferve this, men of Scotland f-^Obfervc 
* this Britons ! ^« without which neither the liberty of .the nation can be prc- 
<» ferved, nor the permanence of a wife ai^d virtuous admil^ration can "be 
" fecure/' and I appeal to you all whether there is not truth and found 
fb^rine in it, ** may receive that ample and mature difcuffion which fo mo- 
<* mentous a qucftion demands." 

My Lords, it fecm$ to have been in the year 1782 a very laudable and a. 
very conftitutional thing to aflemble, to meet to confider of the grievances, 
and to plan a method by which they were to be redfefled. In the year i794» 
when the very nian who. planned, who firft fuggefted thisj who encouraged 
the people thereto, under his reign, I may call it, for he is the guide of the 
helm — ^the gui^e in the cabinet, while he is in abfolute power ; that fliall be 
eonfidered asft Sedition which he hirafelf firft let on foot, in order to procure 
himlelf thatbinh; and, now he has got it, he has altered his fentiments — 
JHow ridiculous' for a Crown Lawyer to attempt to irapofc upon a Court of 
Juftice ; or for any man to fupport fuch impofition, that what* was conftitu- 
tional in 1782 fhould be criminal in 1754. — Fellow citizctis, and I fear not 
to call you by that name — we are fellow citizens of one fociety. By the 
word Citizen I mean a free man, a man enjoying all the rights and all the 
privileges, and paying his quota towards all the expence of Society. I fay it 
is an infolent attempt upon your underftandings, to endeavour to perfuade you 
that that which was conftitutional, that that wj^ich was right, that that which. 
was juftifiable in 1782 fhould be criminal in 1)94. It is true that an Eng- 
lifh jury has fent to prifon a man for only reprinting thof^ Refolutions. 
Holt, I think his name is, the printer of the Newark Journal, for reprinting 
in his paper, %vhich pays a daily tax to government, that which the perfon to 
whom he pays the tax was the author of. Thus you fee how Crowa 
Lawy.ers pervert the Conftitution. With high-founding words they difguife 
the moft innocent fa£ls ; rhey fport with the lives, and with that which ought 
to be infinitely more dear than their lives — with the liberties of his Majefty's 
SubjeiSls. Men who feel wrongs cannot feel them without fome degree of 
acrimony, and when ihofe wrongs- are repeated, this acrimony muft incrcafQ^ 
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mi theCe wrongs are done them in the King's name; but it is not the Kiflg^ 
it is his fervants who make ufe of his name ; his feditious fervants who fepa- 
lale the King from his people. My Lords, I know my doom. JL am ^ will- 
ing andiin dktsdy devoted victim. I haye made objections j thofe obje^ons ^ 
^ve been repelled. I ihall indll prefently oa the calling over of' my wit- 
nefies. I ihall then demand a caption againft fach.as do not appear. If my 
]uft, my legaly my conftitutional demands are repelled,! will (it down ; I will 
beg the Gentlemen, of the Jury not to give themfclves any further trouble ; 
I will proteft againft the proceedings of the Court, and beg of them td paij| 
tofentence ; which I know it will be no difficult matter, for them to do. 

Lord Hendgrlofid^ My Lords, we are called upon to decide upon the re- 
levancy of this indi6hnent, which charges in the major proportion, that the 
crime of fedition, in this and every other well governed realm, is a crime of 
a hei|K)us nature^ and feverely puniihable. ^nd, my Lord, the firft part o£ 
it (to which it might be fufHcient to confine myfclf at prefent) charges that 
this Society^ calling themfelves the Britilh Convention of Delates of the 
People, met uiider the pctfence of Reform, that it was of a dangerous and 
deftru^Uv^^ndency, and ws^s with the deliberate and determined intention 
to dillurb tjie peace of the community, and to fubvcrt the prefent conftitirtion 
of the country; and that this gentleman, Maurice Margarot, did take ^n ac- 
' five and didinguilhing par( in their deliberations ; and confequently, that he 
took an active and diftinguilhing part in the deliberations, of ji Society, met 
tvith A determined purpofe to overturn the Conftitution ; that is tlie charge, 
true or falfe it is notour province at prefent to enquire, that mud be left p 
the Jury, The criminality does, to be fure, confift in, that they met with.a 
determined purpofe to overturn the Conftitution; and the Jury, when they 
come to decide upon it, muft take into their view the feveral things charged 
in thU indiihnent, relative to this meeting. As to the form that they af- 
fumed, how far that was ncceffary to obtain a reform in Parliament, it is the 
province of the Jury to enquire ; and under all the circumftances of the cafe, 
to lay their hands upon their heart, and upon their great oaths to fay what 
was the purpofe of that meeting, according to the fadts before them. My 
Lord, if that is made out, which is the charge, and in coniidering the rele- 
vancy, I am bound to hold the charge as proved, there cannot be a doubt 
that it amounts to fedition. I fay it approaches to high treafon y and I find 
in the cafes tried in England, in 1745, ^s appears from Judge Fofter's Re- 
port, the charges laid again the prifoners were very liule different from thofe 
contained in the prefent Indiftment. It ran in thefe terras : ** Alfo dcvifing 
** and as much as in them lay, moft wickedly and traiteroufly intending tc> 
** change and fubvert the rule and government of this kingdom, duly and 
*y* happily eftabliihed under our prefent Sovereign Lord the |5jJng, and alfo 
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** to 6tff6(tifid itpiAitr&it (M prefimt SoVereiJ^ Loii the Sing df A# 
* title" ttid fo on. Now, my Lord, the charger is, that the purpofc of dii# 
fhecting was t6 fubvert the Conftitutiori ; and if \t was, Where* can the c^ot^ 
be^ that it does amount to Sedition. Mf Lord, the GentleAan re^qfoirea m 
dcftnition of Sedition. My lofd, I leave it to the fcnfe of every man wfwjr 
hear* m*, if an intention to fubvert the Conltitution of a Country is not Sedi-* 
tSon. ^ In iftatters of criminal law yoQ muft go Iky the und^erfbflduig and fhdi 
UnCt of mankind, and in this inftance particularly tbcr Jury art tb dettrminlt 
i|f>on the taw as well as the fa6t. 

My Lord, with rcfpeft to Sedition it is of vaffous kinds ; no dbnbt hs ge^ 
n^ral tendeney is to refift and undermine, or attempting to refift add tticider* 
*iine the CoEfftitution of the country, and fubvert the fiSpfttfte power of thi9 
ilate. It may either be of a ptiblic or a private nature. When of a privatif 
Mature/ \t is dircfted againft matters of a private life, k Aiiy be ild dif^ op^ 
^fitiontba^' of parliament, with refpe^ to indofures, divifionof 6&mmO)Md« 
ties, turnpikes, and fo on. But of a public nature is the crime Whkh is ^tserged 
againft thirs Gentleman ^ an inteiltion to fubvert tlteConftkOtionl My Lord; 
ifedition may be attended witbtumuk 6i without: ilrith riling ibaltei^O^ with* 
6at riijng iii arms. My Lord, Sedition 6f a public kiAd, is as tftriodi ^ the in<» 
genuity of wickednefs can fuggeft. It may be committed by Wofds,by writing* 
by painting, by medals,by allegories, by a^lioAs, by fsdfe iili^f^uaidon, by faKk 
•rgunSent, by tumult and infwrreftion, by mobs, by cal)al8, by opeiiaiSd fe-i 
tret nreet^igs ; by cohf^iracies and by conventions. If ttite Jutry are h&iBti 
ht their mmds that' f he inrention of this is to Overt<*rrf thi* CoiiAttrtion, it is/ 
Sedition. My Lord, it was faid that there was no JaW agrfirfft thirf". As to 
that, fny L6rd, every well regulated government rtiuft make it Sedition ^ 
fcecaufe otherwife fociety could not exift. It always has beeA, and muft rt» 
main a common law crime, and rauft be punifliable by common law. 

My Lord, having faid fo much, 1 think there Can be no doubt th» thtf 
Libel is relevant. The Pannel is at liberty to ftate what he pkafes ih hi# 
defence. To infift it Was for a partial reform by legal means, arid that fio* 
ih'mg elfe was meant by this extraordinary guife that this Convention tooK. 
tipon themfclvesto alfume, the Jury will upon the whole jiidge wheihfcf hii 
defence or whether the charge is relevant. In the mean time it is my huttt- 
ble* opinion that it is relevant. 

jL«v/ EJkgrcnje. yi^ Lord, as to the crime of Sedition, I cannot read thtf 
Indi6ti«ent, nor I.think any body elfe, and fay that if thit man was concerned^ 
in holding thcfe meetings for the purpofe of difturbing the pestce of the com- 
munity, and fubverting the Conftitution of the country, that that is not thit 
crime of Sedition. My Lord, it is not the province of fuch men as thefc 
to take upon thenifclves the amendpieat of the Governments The intentioii. 
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\«( tlkiir meeting, tibeyfay, wm to obtain uoivei^ fuflTiiage; or, in odMr 
«»0fd8, to eiUhlift that every man living in this country is to have a vote to' 
«liu(e « Re^rsfcntative in ParKament; a thing that never did obtain, and 
tliat does not^ow obtsdn, abd never can obtain in this country. Bm, my 
€jotAf k (eems that if an a6( (hoiiki t^e place fordie purpo& of fuppreiiifig 
^h flkgai meedngs, that this is to be their tocfio^ and their alarm-Ml for 
4lid pDffpofe of meetingy wheit where, x>r how, is to be kept a deep fecret«— it 
19 not to be divul^ ev«n itfnoag th^m^lves ; but it was co be confined to 
«N< gendeman, and two or thi«e more, who were to call a Convention «( 
Emergency* and they ;were to continue to a^emble, and not to obey fuch a^^ 
If it fiiould pais. My Lord, if fh« diarges in this lodidment are proved, 
it is iffipo0ible to 'teny my alTenti that they do iitfer the crime of Sedition. 
I em of o{»niofi f}iat this libel is relevantly laid. I &all he exceedingly hsppy 
if this gentleman is found innocent ^ but that U^ with the Jury, and not 
• mth us. 

Lord Swiafon* My LofA, the ^^ftlon that is now under our oonfidera- 
^on is, whether^his Libel is relevant to infer the pains of law. And, my 
■fMrdf it has b|een To fully difcuiTed, not only at this time, but upcm the occa- 
don of a very late trial, that it is perfpdtly unneceCary to go over the ground 
mipkn that has been already gone over. But, my Lord, in this cafe the In^ 
^^ment ftates, that a motion was m;»de« upon whijch the Pannel fays, <* this 
<« is am ratcellcnt motion. The event which it alludes to, ought to be the 
^ toefin fear the fedends of liberty to affemble.*' My Lord, this is a very ilj 
^ofen wotd. What is this tociin ? It is an inftniment made ufe of by the 
people in France to affcmble. It is borrowed from a place from which I 
^vould wifli to borrow very little. For what purpofe are they to affemble ? 
They fay to aflert their rights. By what means can any man be at a lofs 
eo make the anfwer. By violence and outrage, and no other interpretation 
fan be given to it. My Lord, afterwards a propofal is made for a fealed let* 
ttr to be given to the Delegates, which was not to be opened till a certain pe*. 
fiod : lijte an order that is fometimes given to Ihips when they fail, that they 
nre not to open their inftruftions tfll they come to a eertain latitude ; and the 
floeaming is,th0t thofe inftru^ont (hall not be known, for fear they ihould be 
preven|te4f Tb^re can be no other reafon ; and yet they afterwards fay, we 
inake no fecrets of any thing. Thta there is a refoiution, that this Conven. 
tion, confidering the calannitous confequence of any ad of the Legiflature, 
'«4iich may tend. to deprive the people of their undoubted fight to meet, de- 
clare before God and the world, that we ihall follow the whojcfome example 
of former times, by paying no regard to any ad which ihsrll militate againft 
the Conftitution of our country. Is not this declaring that they will oppoie 
4kt. Ii^giilature itfelf ? My Lord, it does not re<|uire any proof of its being 
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Sedition. Then, my Lord, among other cafes of emergency, n Woich thc^ 
were to meet, it is mentioned, ** or in cafe of an invafion/' My Lord, for 
what purpo(e were they to meet privately, in cafe of an invafion f The Le- 
giflature, the executive part of government is to look after th^. £very maa 
muft feel what they meant : that they fhould alTemble the Delegates altoge* 
ther at a particular time, and all at one time they ih'ould meet, in cafe of an 
inyafion. My Lord, I gave my fentiments veiy fully this day fe'nnight upon 
the fame queftion, and I have not ^altered them, but feel them ftronger and 
jlronger. I am forry to fee for many examples brought before us, and I hope 
there will be but few mbre ; I am of opinion that the Libel is relevant. 

Lord Dupifinium* My Lord, the only queftion at prefent for our coniider- 
ation is, whether the Libel is relevant and is laid properly. My Lord, the 
major proportion ftates the crime of Sedition : the minor proportion fpeciiies a 
variety of circumdances, which, if they come up to the crime of Sedition, the 
libel is relevant ; and, my Lord, I have t^ut one doubt upon this fubje^ ; 
and that is, whether in fome of thefe particulars it is any thing ihort of the 
crime of high treafon ; but I think that it amounts to Sedition, there can be 
no doubt ; and I think that the ordinary interlocutory ought to be pv^ 
nounced. 

Lord AhercrombU. My Lord, in this cafe, as to the objeftions to the re- 
levancy it is the province of thtf Jury to enquire into the fadts charged ; and 
if thofe fafts a|pe brought home to this Panncl ; particularly the Refolutiona, 
if they are brought home to him, I think the neccffary conclufion is, that 
he is giAlty of the higheft fpecies of Sedition that can poliibly be committed, 
I ani of opinion that the libel ought to be found relevant. 

Lord Juftke Clerk, My Lords, I think it very unnecelTary to add any 
thing to what your Lordfliips have faid ; but I think any man who knows 
any thing of the Law of Scotland ; or that has the leaft undcrftanding, muft 
think that the one half of what is charged here, if true, does amount to Sedi- 
tion ; and therefore I have no doubt in pronouncing the ordinary interlocu- 
tory, that the libel if found proven to the knowledge of an Affile is relevant, 
to infer the, pains of law which the Jury will attend, is only an arbitrary pu- 
nifliment, and allowing the Pannel to prove all fadts and circumftances that 
may tend to exculpate or alleviate his guilt. 

Mr. MargoTQt, My Lords, I may now put in my former claim, of having 
my witneffes called over. 

Lord Juftke Clerk. Surely both Profecutor and Pannel ought to fee that 
their witneffes are all here. Let the Macer go now and fee if they are here 

Mr, Margatot, And likewife that the Court and the people at large may 
X)C informed the reafon why I have not the privilege of having you as an eat - 
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culpatory evidence, in confequence of the fear of the Mcffcngcr to deliver fach 
a fuminolis to you; that is a thing proper to be known. 

Lprdyuftke CUrk. If you have any thing that it is neceffary for me ft» 
prove, you fhall have the benefit of my teftimony, and you ibali not want it 
neither. 

Lord Abercwmbiei I am fure if the Meffengcr has refufed to cite your 
Lordfliip, he has behaved m6ft improperly. 

Mr, Margarot. I think his name is Hotchefon ; he fcud hf would be 
ready in Court to give a rcafon why he refufed tq do it. 
(the interlocutory of the Court read) 
Mr. Margarot. There is likewili another thing : you did not take notice 
of the two objeftions lothc wording of the Indictment, which are materiai 
ilaws. Your Jlrordftiips have not faid a word te that. 
. LordJuJUce Cleric The court have confidered all you have faid, and they 
are of opinion, upon the whole, that the libel is relevant. 
Mr. Margarot. Here is the lift of my witnefTes, my Lord. 
(The Meffenger ivoj called but did not appear) 
Bp. Margoi'ot. You will be informed, that forae of my wjtnefles live in 
Epgland , that I have had the exculpatory letters fenced there, with what is 
calkd a fubpceno in England and the affidavit at the back of the exculpatory 
letters, now in the hand of the Clerk of the Court, fhews that they have been 
cited in a legal manner, and therefore, as they are material ^p/itneffes, I wilh 
the lift of them to be called over. 

i 72>tf lift being called over^ the following perfons ivere abfait) 
Duke of Richmond John M'Jnf ire 

Henry Dundas John Wright 

William Pitt 
tord Juflice Clerk. As to the three that rcfide in Englafod this Coifrt 
cannot go beyond their jurifdiftiiin; they cannot compel any witnefs living 
in England to appear here ; and therefore a caption againft witneffes refilling 
in England is a thing altogether incompetent and unheard of. 

Mr. Margarot. Your Lordlhips objefti n is not valid, as will appear to 
yourfelf, upon reflection, in asmuch as if you are not competent to give a 
fecond citation, you was not competent to the firft. On the contrary, it ap- 
pears that the letters of exculpation found no difficulty in being backed by a 
Judge in England, and the fubpcena was ferved upon them according to the 
Laws of England ; and therefore, by a fecond diligence, they will be purfu* 
ed in the fame manner; and that will be backed by a Judge, and the fame 
f ompulfion will be exercifed upon them in England as would be in Scotland, 
if they refided here.— And, my Lord, I will not perinit this to bcpaffed 
©vcjf eafiily, they are very material evidences— they arc men of high ftation 
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lA the ftatc— they are men of great refponfibility— -they aiff men whofe ije? 
tions are public, and the qiTeftions that I mean to put to them are of f 
iPHry important nature.— There is a^n another thing— it fecms you ov^r? 
look Ibme things and pry very clofely intoothers^-it feemf you are not compe- 
tent to enforce the attendance of a witnefs fix)m England, but it appears^ 
by the libel, that you are competent to try offences committed in England. 
]^y Lord, metp with an equal meafurer— let my objeftion be attended tp 
JB ^ proper manner. — It is a legal objection foendcd in juilipe, and i>iftice 
cannot deny it. — Grant me a caption for my abfent witneflcs. I demand it. 

Utrd Hend€rlafi4' My Lords, if u^itneffcs refided in Scotland within our, 
3urifdi6^ion, and did not Attend, a caption might be granted ; but' my doobT 
is, whether it is competent to the Court to grant a iMond diligence, becaulb 
^n this cafe it muft be altogether nugatory. ^ 

Lord EJkgrqn^t. My Lords, — ^I ^n't know an inftance ejtifting, either ii^ 
the civil or criminal Courts, of a warrant being granted to bring a vvitoef« 
from England, to apprehend him by Habeas Corpus : that is the oa^y jurif* 
diftion we can exercifc. My Lords, I underftand in England it is not aQ 
eafy matter to obtain witncffes, before their own Courts; but of that I pro*, 
fefs myfelf ignorant : but \ knovy of no inilance in which this Court hay^ 
taken cognizance of the non-attendantie of witnefles, refident in a foreign 
country ; for England, ^ith refpeift to the law, is sfs much a foreign coun-* 
try^is Germany, Italy, or any other country.-^ 

Lord Swintott. By our |aws we cannot grant a caption a^ainft a witnefs - 
from a foreign country, and we cannot go beyond our power. It w clear to 
me, that it \vas not our fault that they did not attend— as to thofe ^at are 
lawfully furamoncd here, we can lay a fine upo|^ them» 

Lard Dunjinnan. My Lord Sj— this Court ought not to be treated with 
f ontempt, andnherefore your Lordihips would be careful to ilTue no warrant 
^hat you cannot enforce. The authority of this Court cannot go bey<^4 
their jurifdi6tion, which is confined to Scotland. 

Lord Akercro^ie. By the laws of this country we have no authority ove? 
perfbns refiding in any Other country .7- — 

Lord Jtiftice Clerk. We cannot, poflibly differ upon this matter :^it ii % 
downright abfurdity, to iffue a fecond diligence againft witneffes refiding in 
another country.— I am forry for it ; but he has g6t a fair trial by the laws o^ 
this cpuntry.— ^8 to what dropped from the Pannel juft ^ow, h© muft b^ 
very much nviftaken, if he thinks he is tried for a crime committed iii Eng* 
land :— that is by no means the wfe ; he is tried for what he did after he 
came to this country ; but it was very proper, in order to ihew the intention 
^vith which he came here. To ftate the fa^, that h^ came as a dtJcgatQ 
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fioBBL ;^ (invention ct the fame kind in England ; but it is fxr i^ie Cfime tbil 

' lie committed in this countiy alone tihat now ftands »t tlie bar. 

I Mr. Margarot, My Lords^ — I don*t ttffskt the fonns of ^ofti^, I rcquiff 

^e eCence of juftice.*-It feems t^at a Fannei is entitled toliie Umt cempiui^ 

' €(xj method of adducing witnefles In hk &f our, 9$ the f)i;^eontor haa to «dr 

\ ^kice evidence againft }i]in.—- Npw g^ieral warrants have been ii&ed to a4duof 

\ fvidence againft me -.—general warrants, I fay it, have been ifftied to«Mioe 

cvidoAce againft me. — ^ow t demand nothing more than tt^ <regular £(%mf 

<)f the Court, that yoisr caption may be j^ranted, and fe^ wiiether thc^ wiH 

obey the la^s of their country or not.— -and I am foiry to bear ic come frani 

the Bench, that it would be nugatory ; which imjiiies, &at.tiwrf nne men in 

England above the law. — li^pok to it my friendsrrwhere is your boafted Con- 

[ ilitution ? — If the :6rft man in I^Und is not as amenable to the lawiof hif 

fountry as the meaneft of you, you are flavcs. 
I LtfdJu/HceCUrk, ^oq c<^e hecf f o 1^>eak tp die Cpiut, anj not to hft? 

\ paiguetht.mob. 

Mr. Margarot. po yop call this audience a n^ob my Lord I 

Lord Jujfice Clerk. You are not to bnr^gue the mi4titude. 

I Mr. Margar&e. I underftand that the Judges havf harangued the multkud^ 

foo, and they have gone into a feries of accusation againft me^ which I did nac 

^ know was a p^rt of the duty of a Judge who ought ^f diceref notjus/acert* 

It faasbeen faid 100, that £;) gland is as much a foreign country as Gefrmany or 

! Ita^;-— that I don't underftand — if this country is as foreign as Germany-?* 

I Don't talk, for Gods fake, of the Engliih Conilitution j it does not belong to 

* you— It is yoiir duty my Lords, to grant me in whole what you offer me ia 

^ part.-^As to thofe that refide in Scotl^id, you fay me can punifli them, but 

frac thoff in England ; and yet you could cite thofe that were in England '■ 

i . and it was backed by a Judge in England j and if you grant a iccond diligeQcr, 

the fame foqn will be gone through again ; and if, after a certain time) for ( • 

4<^'t wifli to avoid a trial,-:-no, I wifh to come before my country, as every 

I £ood citizen ought, to obey the laws of his country ; and I do it with a con- 

I fcious heart that I am totally innocent, and that I deff rve praife inftead <f 

' l>iame or puniihment ; — ^therefore, I fay I wiU concede to you a part of the 

\ juftice that 1 demand.— ^ have ejcculpatory witneiTes of great importance 

living in England cited by your authority, in confequence of that authority it 

has been fupported by tiie Englifli Judges,— the Engliih Judges will fupport 

yourautrhonty in a fecond inf^nce. — Let them be cited jr— tet-a proper time be 

given me an4 if they don^t appear at the fecond citing, I will confent -to go to 

trial without ^e.m<-:~But, piy Lords, let juftice take place; — remember you 

, hare, in the courfe of this trial, to praife the Conftitution, it will be told the 

I people how happily they live under it — how free and bow happy every man is 
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Iflrbs under his own vine and his own fig treei^— Let k be proved, iet it 6b 
prc^rcd that a Court of Jufticc does evety thing in favour of the Pannel, as 
«nuch as in hvQva of the Frofectttor* — ^The objections that X made have been 
repeikd ; but they wiil^be noticed in a fuperior 'Court. — ^There is a Court 
fuperior to your's, and there muft be, in every well regulated government, 
an appeal to a fuperior Court* from whence the abufifs ol* the fervants of the 
Cr<y#n may be rectified. ^ . 

Lord Jufiiec CUrk* I think you ^dem to he unacquainted with the laws of 
any well governed ftate» and if you were not 'a foreigner and a ftranger^ we^ 
would not have fufiered you to have faid one half of what you have faid. - 
■ ilfr. M4!ir^dr)0/. J demand a caption. 

LordJufiUcCkrk. The court have repelled it. 

Mr^Margivot, Oh I very well, my Lords,— however permit me one 
queftion, and I will put it to the genctofity of the public profecutor to answer 
ft* My Lord Advocate, is it in your power or not to b^ing a witnefs on the 
part of the profecution from England, upon your honour anfwcr n^ ? 
Lord Advocate. No more than you can. 
Mr. Margaret* Poes not an outlawry extend to EngFand ? ^' 
Mr. Solicitor GtnertU. For a crime it certainly does, but not as to a wlt- 
.nefs. — iSuppofing a Scotchman to be tried before a Court in England, and im 
place of feeking the afliftance of Home Engliih Counfel, as he ought to do, he 
weire to utter things of the faine kind that this Pannel has done, \ doubt 
.whether he would be heard with the fame patience with which your Lord- . 
, jhip has he^rd him. 

Lord Juftice Clerk. Da,you wilh a caption againft thofe two witneffes who 
refide in Scotland? i 

Mr.'Mcargarot. No my Lords,— I don't wifli to puniih two poor men, and 
Jet ttiree rich men go unpuniflied, — ^There is another thing which I believe 
takes place before the impannelling of the Jury, which refpe^s the opening 
of the doors of this place. In looking over the claim of rights in the 27th 
chapter, I find it faid that, in criminal trials, which are of fo great import, ^ 
the doors of the Court ihall be thrown open. — ^I demand therefore that the 
doors of this place may be opened, in order that the people may partake of 
whatpaffes. 
Lord Juftice Clerk. It would be a very pretty opening, I think. 
Mr. Margarot. The doors are ihut, and I underftand it is the cutlom of 
the door-keepers to take money, which is contrary to the laws, of the land. 
Lord Juftice Clerk. That you have no bufinefs with, 
JURY. 
James Gordon, Brewer ih Edinburgh. 
Thomas Hocchkis, Brewer, 
Si^muel Crilmour, Ropemaker. 
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James Clarke Farrier. 
' 'Jaixie» Mill} Tanner. 

! hofd JuJHce Clerk. Do you objea t» any of thcfe GenHemen > 

Mr. MargaroU I lii^ye no perfonal objection, but I muft beg to know hf 
^hac law you have the picking of the Jury, and that you alone have the pick^ 
ingoPthem, 
^* Lard Abercrwibie. His Lordfliip is not picking but naming theory,' w 

cording to the eftabliflied law ancl the eftabliihed Conflirution of the a)untX7i 
«nd the gentleman at the bar has no right to put fuch a que&ion. 
Wiltiam Smith, Stabler. ^ 

• . , Charles Robertfon, Fainter. 

John Balfour, Merchant. 
1 ^ John Wilfon, Coachmaker. 

William Ain(lie,'Sadler. 
|i William Pirnie, Architeft 

I Samuel Anderfon. Banker. 

Robert Bums, Architeft. 
Macduff Hart, Shoemaker* , 

J4>bn White Merchant. 

Evidence for the Crown. 

^ (WilUamScotUcaUedin,) l 

Lord Henderland. llave you any objection to this witnefs ? 
Mr. Margai'ot. According to the method in which you proceed, jtap** 
pears to me very neemefs to make objections, otherwife, undoubtedly my 
Lord, under the Britifh Con(litution^Ji6ling up to the fpjrit of it, that witnefs 
is not competent ; he is a dependant, or hanger on upon the public profecu-^ 
tor, and in fa£t, a£ts as deputy public profecutor, you may repel it or not 
as you pleafe. 

Lord Jufiiu QerL J dare fay, your Lordihips will pleafe to repel xhax 
objection. 

(Tl)e witnefsfworn,) 
^ Do you recolle£t on the evening of the 5th of. December lall, going 
to apprehend the Pannel for examination ?— -4. I do. 

^. Was you prefent when he was brought up for examination? 
A> I employed Lion the meifenger to apprehend him, and was prefent at 
the Sherifi" Gierke's oiEce, when he was examined. 
^ Did he upon that occafion make a declaration ? — A» He did. 
I ^ Did he appear to be fobcr «nd of found mkd| at the time he emitted 

! . that declaration ?—ii. Yes. 

I ^Freelj 
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j^, Fredy, and without compulfion >w^A. Yeu 

^ Did you fubfcribe your wltnefs to 4httt declaratioii f^^Ar I did. 

^ Look if chat is your fnhicnpciaii }^I, That is the declaration. 

^ Were aay papers at that time produce^ xlaimed by the Funnel f 

M The officer who executed the warrant reported to me, that he ibcnkt 
Mr. Margarot apd Mr. Q.erald in thf fame nooro, that he had t«kea into Kia 
jfoBMm {ereral^Mipers, part of them he defcribed to be Mr. Gerald'si part 
«f them «o be Mr. M^rgarot's ; they were put into a trunk together, thh 
annik was brought to the office, and after he wjis cxamiiied, he was defir^ 
to give the key that it might be opened, he declined to do fo, upon which 
we applied for a warrant to have th^ trunk openedi which was carried into 
execution ; it was iiifpefted in the preieacc of Mr* Mai;garot and Mr. 
Gerald. He was brought to the offipe upon -ti fe^ond warrant, and Mr» 
Gerald alfo attended ; he refufed then to give it up without force, and ha 
lidd it in his hand and faid, I will not give it up, but you may take it ; ha 
fiid, he would not witnefs the trunk b^ing opened, and turned nNwd and 
looked out of the window. Upon the trunk being opened, there were iome 
articles that did not relate to the bufinefs in hand, {>artiGularly a pocket-book 
of Mr. Margarot's, and fomething of Mr. Gerald's, which were reftored ; 
and th9fe that were conf^djered as r^lativi^ tq thp hufinpfs wpre (nt^ed iBtd 
m inventory.. 

:^ Did you fubfcribe that inventory }-^A, I did. 

^ Do you knoyv that to be the fame (fliewing him the inventory) ? 

A. This is the fame, it is iigned by Mr. Gendd and me on every page^ 
'^ait Mr. Mar^rot declined (igning it. 

i^ Did you at that time identify the papers that you found •?r— 4- Yes. 

^ Will you take the trouble of looking over th^fe papers, and fee if they^ 
fre the fame, and go through them acedrately } 

A. The firft is a paper containing two letters iigned WilHam Skirving ^ 

^ Thefe are the papers Mr, Margarot claimed as his ? — A. Yes. 

The fecond is a maQufcript of a plan fqr fupporting the gazetteer, fub<r 
mitted to the confideration of the frif nds of t^e people, which is figned, i^ the 
lame manner. 

The thtrd,^is a hundip of papers tlpd pp, and labelled papers for the Com* 
inittt of Union. 

The fourth, is a letter dated the 15th November, 1793, figned Thomas 
llardy, fecretary, addreffed to Citizen Margarot and Citizen Geraldi delcr' 
gates. 

The fifth, is a letter from ditto to dittO; 2^d November^ addraflStd Citlzes 
|^§rgarot and Citizen Gerald, 
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^tht(Mi, k anodter letter, the z^th of t4bveml)er, ziirctted to H^^aiAH 
Margarot and Jofeph Gtnld, delegates. * 

The fctcntft, h another letter frowi miontsis Hardy, dated the aSth Wo* 
timber, addreflecf' to *Mr. Mirglrot isad Mr. Gerald, delegates from Lon* 
don, 

• The d^rfr, two pages rtT manufcfipt beglnrtiug, 6rginiration of ptimaty 
,rfcml>fie8, affijttMed for><he parpofe of eieftiag fcprefentatives. 

The nnith, a manuib-ipt entitled the coniiitutiou, and in it were ibmt 
rtlHer lepers f^lati^e to tWe regulatteifis to he adopted in the Convention. ' 

• ^ itave Jdu notv gone through the articles clahned Ijy Mr. Margarot F 
A. tes. 

• ^ Were thcTt feteral other articles claimed by 'Mr. Oerald ?— A Yes. 
^ Wferfe they identified in the fatoe manner ?— ^ They wero. 

^ In the declaration yoti heard emitted by the Pannel of the 5tk at 
Zfetember, did he refer to aiy motion ? * 

A, ff-yoyit Lordfhip will caufe the declaration to be read'; I Iha^ be befttt 
ibietdfcllyotf. .. 

(^i dedattUtOTi handed to the witnejl, lubo ttadi it.) 

I^^ Was there any reference to t motion ?— il. Yes. 

Si^ Was any papeir' found in the ftmnel's poflTeffion ? 

A. There Was ^ papef fotind when Mr. Skirving was apprdiended ; Aed 
trtfofigft other papers this motion 'Avias fotmd, and when this gentleman iw* 
iWmified this paper wa$ ihewn to him, and the queftion ftated'.m the dc** 
claratiOn put to lym ; it wis fotind' in the poffefllon of Mr. Skirviil|^ tfct 
ttctttir^ ta die Convention, upon the fame morning that Mr, MacgiBPOt 
Was taken up« 

^ IXid you put iny mirk upon that paper, by which you Ihould knovr k 



A. Ye?, I put my initials upoi\ it j it itf a motion figned by Mr. Mai^irac 
and feconded by John Wslrdlaw. 

^ At the time the fecretary'ft papers catne to be infpefted myour pre- 
Xenc^, was there a paper difcovered amongft them, bearing to be the minnief 
ofthe Convention ?-^jf. There W2ts. 

^ Bid you put any mark or fubfcription upon that at the time, £6 diit 
you ihould knoiv it again > — A> t did. 

i^ tHd you l6ok through h ? — A, I did read the whole of it. 

^ How were thefc papers of the fecretary brought before yOu 7 

A, By a ^^tranU The papers were found ftaled iii the fecretary's hoafe» 
and were brought in that (ituatidn to the Sheriff Clerk's oSRct, and they 
iw^cte thete with the rcft» 

j^Di* 
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il(. Did you attend the ma^iftrates of this city on the ereniog of the 5tll 
of December, when they went to difperfe this conventioii ? 

A. Noy I did on the 6th» the Convention had aflembled ; the Prpvoft went 
along with the fherifif's fubftitute, Mr. Davidfon, and the magiihates, and I 
accompanied them upon that occafion. I found Mr. Margarot ftanding hf 
a table,, and the chair was ftandmg empty. The firft thing that I heard was, 
Mr. Mafgarot faid, they were met for a conftitutionalf urpofe, they were going 
to petition either the King or the Parliament^ I cannot fay which ; and it 
was faid by fomebody, that they could not proceed to bufinefs till the chair 
was taken : Mr. Margarot was called upon to take the chair, which he ac* 
cordingly did. Mr. Davidfon alked if it was the Britiih Convention, upon 
being told it .was, he told them that they came for the purpofe of difmifling 
them, and they ihould not proceed to any bufinefs ; the anfwer was, tbac 
they would not till force was ufed, and particularly the Pannei faid, that he 
would not leave the chair, as he was then difcharging his duty, till force was 
ufed; to that Mr. Davidfon, laid, he fuppofed any thing that had that appearance 
would be fatis£Ei6^ory, and took Mr. Margarot by the hand, upon which he lefc 
the chair : upon his leaving the chair* there was a call for Mr. Gerald to take 
the chair, whiph he accordingly did, and the fame form was ufed with regjurd 
to him : Mr. Davidfon took him by the hand, and it was then calledout 
^t they never difmiffed without prayer, and Mr. Gerald prayed and thea , 
came out of thi chair, it was then faid by fomebody, that though they were 
«ow difmiired, they would remember that they were permanent, that they 
had voted thcmfelves permanent the night before. 

^ Did this happen the day after the Pannei had been examined before 
the, ShcriiF, and liberated upon his finding bail ? — A. Yes. 
. ^ Was it on account of a charge of feditious practices of the lame o^& 
ture that he was brought bctJre the Sheriff? 

A. It was for being a member of that Convention. 

(William Scott crofs examined by Mr* Margarot.) . 

^ By virtue of what authority did you employ Lyon the meffengcif tcf 
arreft me ? . . 

A. By virtue of a warrant which I had obtained from the Sheriff of 
Edinburgh, as Procurator-Fifcal. 

^ Was that warrant granted at your requifition ?— if. It was. 

^ Now anfwer me ferioufly one quefiion ; from whom did you receive 
the order to apply for that requifition ? 

A» That certainly has not any conne£tion with the prefent bufinefs; 
90d I 'think I am not bound to anfwer that queftion. 

^ It has, Sir ! and you muft anfwer it as you appear before God at the 
fccat day. {Xbe wifnefs he/itatcd). 

Mr. 
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I Mr^ Margm<4* My Ldrd> I muft have the prote^on qf (he Court; 

I Lard Jufiicc Clerks I don't think it is proper that he fliould te}l w&»^ 

j^ve the information. 
• lord Abercfwnbie* I am of the fame opinion. 

Lard IJkgrove. If « a£ted 8i$ Procvirator-Fifcal of Edinburgh, and there* 
' fore he is nd more liablci or bound to fay, who was his private informer, than 

; my Lord Advocate is. 

I Lofd Dunfinnan. It js entering Into an inveftig^on which the Paonel 

f lias DO right to make. , 

^ Ln'dSwinion* I am of the fame qpinion. 

! Mr. Margarot, My Lords, I hope 1 have not put an improper queftion i 

. I know it is cuftomary at Venite, they have a lion's mouth to receive aU 

[ private fecret information, but I did not know that it was fo here; I 

I thought that juftice was open. 

^ * Lord Abercromhie* *1 am forry to obferve, that from the beginnmg.of this. 

I > trial, the Fannel has bettayed. the grolTeft ignorance of the laws, of this 

\ country ; and I muft regret that he has not had the advice of thofe who. 

> Ic&ow better; but if he is to obje6t to things in this way, I truft hfrwill do 

I it for his own fake in a decent mannejo ^ 

Mr.'Margarot, Then I am to underftjmd, that the receptiQn of ftcret 
information is a part of the laws of this country. The officer found Mr- 
!' Gerald and me in the fame room ? ^ 

[ 4.. I was told fo, but that i» only from report. 

I ' ^. Where was that room 5 at the Black Bull ? 

A. Yes; I was told fo. 

^ At a public inn ? — A, Yes. 

^ Was the door locked ? — A. 1 cannot (ay. 

^ How do you afcertain that thofe papers were mine which yau have 
juft now produced ? 

A» I have told you all that I^can ; it was from Mr. Gerald's, and your 
own pointing them out. 

i^ I underftand you have faid that I emitted a declaration : a declara- 
tion, if X underftand it rightly, is a certain verbal acknowledgement ? 
I 4- A declaration may be negative, and it is ftill a declaration. 

\ Lufd Jujtice Clerk, You may mak& a declaration that you are innocent as 

I well as that you are guilty, 

i Mr, Margarot. - It would have much the fame efieft. What reafon did 

\ I alledge for refufing to emit a declaration ?— -4. I don't recolledt. 

^ ^ In the courfe of your pradice do you know any law which enforces 

a private interrogatory ? 

ite-; Selicmr Qenercd, If the gentleman is an attorney, as I am told, I 
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ihoutd fiice ro know whetlifir he Would be fufierefd to go on ui thli tTajf hi ^ 
ttfttrt^ of Wcftminfter-Halt ? ^ 

Lard Jufiice Clerk. It is certainiy.not ai ^cftioa fit fof the v^anefs td 
tnfwer. 

iWri Margarbt. Have you any mode of diftingulfiiing thoft papers foun^ 
in my trunk from thofe ttiktbelofiged to Mr. Gerald in the fame trunk ? 

A. I cannot fayi** v 

^. Then it may happen that you triay hav^ iiiterffijted t paper of Mr; 
Oerald's, ahd a paper of mine i 

A. No. They v^ere takeil dowH diftin6^ly,* an<f marked v^lth yoof 
initials in your own pfefence. 

^ Who arranged the papers ? 

jf . 1 arranged them in your prefciice ; 1 £ook theih cJut at leal!. 

Lard Jufiice Clerk* Did not you fay, the Fannel picked out his papefs/ 
^d Mr. Gerald hit ? 

A. Yes, ^ers was a paper put iii, and all below that belonged to Min $ 
die reft bekAged to the Pannel. ^ ^ 

^ Did I not obferve to you at the time, that being in an iihi^ We eoul^ 
liot be anfvv^t'able for what papers were found in our room ? 

A. I dare fay you did. 

^. 131d Jnot fay, that even the meifengcr niight bring thdt p'aper if hi 
tiiought proper, and huftle them into the trunk at once ? — A, So you did. 

^ By what means are you certain, that the papers which you found \rt 
Mr. Skirving's polTeflion were minutes of the Convention ? 

A. From various circumftances ; but I fubmit again to the coutt, whe^. 
*ther ifcis proper to anfwcr that ? 

Lord JuJHce Clerk. Yes, you jftuft give anfwets to kgal queftlons. 

A. The minutes were eftablilhed to be the minutes of the Convention hf 
fome of thp members. 

^ You accompanied the Sheriff to Mr. Laing's room.— ^. Ves, 

i^ Did I fay any thing to you at that time ? 

A. Yes; you Was the firft pcffon that called to me, handed me a motio©^ 
and defired 1 would' read ity I told him fhad rtotliing to do with it J it was 
a motion to petition the King, or fomcthing of that kind^ 

S^ Do you recoiled the Sheriff fubftitutc faying, that he afted by 
orders ? ' 

A. I cannot fay but he certainly told you, he came for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of difmlffing that meeting, and that you muft do nobufinefs as a BrJ-* 
tilh Convention. 

i^ Did I notfpeak ^youj and you aftewards anfwered mey that youf 
wai doing your duty l^A^ Yes, by attending the Shcrife.' 
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^ Yofu fay that tlic meeting ended with prayer ; can you recol!ea th^* 
prayer ? — ui. I caxmot. 

^ i)des beginnfe'g and clofing a meeting, for obtaining a reform' in Par * 
liament, with prayer^ apply to the word Sedition ? 

Lord JuJHce Clerk. That is a very improper queftion.' 

^ iJid the petiSoti for the warrafnt ftate/ that I had met with others in 
i-aing's workihop, that 1 had been forced from the chair, that we had faid 
thafc we were aftemblcd for petitioning st reform of Parliament, and clofed 
■with prayer? Was that warrant which took ni'e up then fhe fame as 
before? 

A» 'fhc warrant could not mention it, becafUfe the pietition was two days 
before the warrant was obtained ; it cofild not mention that which did no 
take place till two days a&er. 

(Hariry tfa*vidsdn sworn,) 

^ Do you recollect the Pannel being brought before you upon the 5 th 
of December for examination ? — A, I do. . 

^ Did he at that tini^e emit a declaration in your prefence > — A> He did. 

^ Did he Jo it voluntarify, and without compullion? — A. Yes, 
• ^ Was he fober, and of found niind ?— ^. Yes. 

^ Did you fubfcribe that declaration }-^A, I did. - 

^ Look and fee if that is it. — A. It is the fdmie. 

^ Is there any reference ip that declaration to a motion ^-^A' Yes; 

^ Was there a paper found in the Secretary's pofTeffion vvhich appeared 
to be that motion ? — A, Yes. 

^ Did you put any mark upoii the paper fo aiJ to know it again ? 

A' Yes, this is it; 

^ Do you fec6lle6t any other paper hating been prcfduced at that exa*- 

miAation or afterwards ? 

A* There were no papers produced that day; the next day therrf were 
papers taken from a truiik of his," of which an inventory was rhade, which I 
identified. 

^ Was that tfunk brought along with him "i-^A* -YeSi 

^ Was he alked for the key fef tl^at trunk ? 

A' Yes, and he declined giving it up. 

^ Was there any feal phtupon it ^ - ' 

A» Not in my prefence ; I undcrftood there Wats. 

^ When it was opened the follo\Ving day, wis iny invchtory made of 
its contents >^i^A' Yes. 

^.^ Were there any papers Other than thofe claimed by the Pannel ? 
f ^. Ycs) papers belonging to Mr. Gerald. 

p . ^ Wer 
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^ Were thofe daim'cd by the Panncl fcparat<?d fr<rth tho(i claimcc} by 
Mr. Gerald? 
I A. Yes, and an inventory was made of both, and they a«quicfce4 in both* 

^. And it wafs done in their prefcnce ? — A. Yes.' 

i^ Did you fubfcribc tha^ inventory ?-—-*<,. Jt-'s- 

j^ Did you likewiffc put any mark upon the articles VhJ&h it contai^is ? 

A, Yes. 

^ Did you compare tbofc articles which have your fubfcrlp^on witfi the 
articles which arc in the invcntor-y ? 

A» Yes ; it was only thofe that were relating to the bufinefs iij hand that, 
were put into the inventory, {^amnes and comi>ares ih£m.) They ajrc 2^ 
marked by ms. 

^ Do you recoHc£^ whjr Mr* Margarot was liberated ? 

A, Upon finding baiL 

^ What was the nature cf the charge againft hira for whkh be wai 
brought before you for examination ? . 

A' For fcditious praAices, as being a member of the meeting ^allin^ ■ 
themfelres the Brisiih Convention of the l>elegare$ of the Friends of the 
Ffeople. ' . 

^ Do you ftcoWt^ to have gone in the execution of your duty to-,.^' , 
Wright's fhop^on the fouth /ide of tli6 town, the frth of December^ with a; v 
view of difperfing' this meetmg ? — A» 1 did, 

^. Be ^^.^ obligirjg to mention to the Court and Jury ,whaft pai1fe<J wh<jn 
you io went to that meeting. 

A. It was on .Friday evening the 6th of December, I went and attendee! 
the Lord Provoft, with the magiftratcs of the city ; a great number of peo- 
ple were affembled in a wright's fliop, and 1 went immediately up to the 
table; where I Taw fome people whofe faces I recognirzed, Mr. Skirving, 
Mr. Brown^ Mr. Margarot, and feveral others ; I a(kc.d what the meeting 
was? I did not get a diredi ani'vvcr ; I alked if it wa» the Britilh. Conven- 
tion ? One of the members, and I think, it was Mr, Margarot, fard that ic 
was ; I told him that 1 was Sheriff fubftitute for the County^ at>d that I came 
there to difpcrfe that meeting, which was an illegal one., upon this ibincr 
converfation took place j and I think Mr. Margarot wa!^the man who fpoKe 
mod on acofcunt of the Convention; he faid, they were met peaceably, that 
it was a legal Co^iftitutional Meeting, and that they were then meeting upott 
a petition to Parliament. I told hira, that my refolution had been takea- 
before 1 came there ; that I came with a determination todifperfe that meet- 
ing ; that no words were neceffary, no argument thjbt they could ufe coukJ 
alter my determination : forne more converfation took place. Mr. Marga- 
finding I vvus dctwrmjin«d uij^n it, faid that he would take the chair, 

with 
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^ith tht fipprbbatfca of the meeting, which was then empty ; actotJingly 
upon this, he wks^jnanimouily called to the chair : I think before he took 
the chair, he faftd,' thc'rneethig would riot difperfe without force was ufed ; 
' J told hilh, *^ hoped ft would be uiineccffary to tife force, but if it was ne- 
tcffary, I fcXuld certainly make ufe of it. lie took the chair, and finding 
they would not difperfe without forhe force, I took hitn by the arm, which 
he confidered as force, and he came olit of the chair j imtnediatcly upon 
iiis doing fo, Mr. Gerald^ another of the gentlemen prcfent, took the 
thair; I told him, I really thoiight that it was improper that dnother perlbh 
ihould do the fame thing, if they were all to take the chair one after ano- 
ther ; J hoped they would riot think that ncccflary ; however I took th« 
fame method of forcing Mr. Gerald from the chair that I cjjd Mr* Mar- 
garet : Mr. Gerald then made al\ extempore jirayer, aftd left the chair. 
Mr. Margarot, amongft other things that he mentioned, faidj the meeting 
t)f the Gonvemix)n had declared themfelvei permanent* I told him i» 
tnight be fo^ but I was determined they Ihould not meet within the coUht}^ "* 
tvhere I had a jurifdiAion. 1 think they called out for the gentlemen to 
difpetie* and by degrees rhcy difperfed ; ind 1 faw th% laft perfoH ou^ 
ancTfaw the door locked, and took the key. 

^ You faid jou recognised fevcrai petfons 5 among others, the Pannel 
kt the bar, and Mr. Gerald j how came you to recognize the Pannel par- 
ticularly ? 

^. BecAufe he had been before me the night before, ancf hav^been txa- 
■liced upon the charge I have already mentioned. 

^ You k^d granted bail? — A. Yes. 

(Many Davidjm crefi ex ami Tied by Mr» Margarot,) 

^ How, are you fure that the motion which you found in the polfefTiott 
iif Mr. Skirving is in my handwriting, as vouhavc declared it to be? 

ji. 1 did not alTert that it \Vas your handwriting, at leaH 1 did not mean 
to fay fo. 

^. Did I hot give one tiniforhi reafon fof declining to emit a declara- 
tion, for refufmg to give up the key of my trunk, and for alferting the 
right of the Convention to meet; did I not fay, that the proceedings 
againft me and againft them were illegal ? — -«tf.. You certainly did. 

^ JDid I not alk you, why you would interrupt us in our legal pro- 
ceedings .^ and did you not anfwcr me, that you a^ed according to order ? 
Remember, §j**, that you are upon your oath. 

jf. I cannot fay that I recojQeft, whether I faid by order, as SheriiF 
fubftitute of the County, I a^ted by ray own aiathority ; I do not r ecolie<^ 
the precife words I may have ufed, but I was ccxtainiy acting as Sh 
•f Jiie County. D «^ 
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i^ What could induce you to think that a njeetmg like that was illegal ? 

LordJufticeCUrki, That Is not a proper qiieftjon. . 

Mr» Murgaroi. It only hinges upon another. ■ Did you fee at the time 
of your entrance there, any confufion, riot, or idiforder { — A. I jdid not. 

^. Did you on the contrary, percei\/e thebufiftefs of the' evening car- 
ried on with regularity ? * . ' . • 

A. There was but little bufinefs going on after I came in. Mr.' Ge- 
rald was upon his legs fpcaking, arid I certainly ihtcrrupted him. 
" ^ Was prayer call for ? 

A. It was. I do not know whether it was not you that faid it was 
not ufual that the meeting fliould depart without prayer, and I fcjelieve I 
gave confent that prayer fliould be made. 

^ O, you did confenif to that / Do you rccoUeft the fubjeft of the 
debate ? 

A. I think you, or fome other perfon, put into my hand a fmall piece 
' of paper, upon which was wrote a petition to Parliament, which you faid 
was the fubje£t,of the — 

Mr, Margarot, Of the order of the day. * ' 

A. That the purpofe of their meeting was to petition Parliament. 

^ I hope the order of the day is not an offence, bccaufc I believe it ' 
is made ufe of fometimes in the Houfe cff Commons. 

Counsel for the Croivn. The witnefs has fpoke of the motion referred 
to in the decJIVation. Was there any paper found in Mr, Skirving's pof- 
fellioq, which was entitled Minutes of the Convention ? 

A,, Jhere ^vere a number of things found in Mr. Skirving s poffeflion; 
amongft which, a fcroil of the Minutes of the Convention. 
,. ]^ Should you know it again ' — A, Yes. 

^. Look at that and fee if that is it? — A. It is. 

Mt. Margarot. How are' you certain that thcfe are the Minutes of the 
Britifh Convention. 

A' I can only fay, that thefe are papers, which were found in Mr- ' 
Skirving's poffeifion, and they were acknowledged to be fo by various peo- 
ple, who were examined before mc j that is the only reafon I have : I did 
not fee them in the Convention. 

i^ There is another queftion which I hope your Lordftiips will not 
think impaoper. In your ofSce as Sheriff, have you to the beft of your 
judgment ailed according to the law» of ycnir country, or have you afted 
by fuperior orders ? 

A. I -certainly would execute no orders, unlefs I was certain they wctt 
according to the laws of my country. 

\ Am I to infer from hence, that you received orders I 

• > ' • Lord 



\ 



( 37 ). 

Lord Juflice CterJi^ It k'not a proJ)er fubje(?t of evidence. 
. Mr, Mar^aroL f put myfelf under your correftion at the time I 
ftarted the quelHon; however, jt may not be amifs that the que f-. 
tion was i(ar(.edy though it iS not anfwered. 

i \ ' 

yofeph Mack fworiv 

j^ Do you recollect being prefent when Mr. Skirving, tlic late 
Secretary of the Convention of 'the F riends of the People, was browghc 
before the flieriff for examination ? • 

^. Yes. • . 

■2?i Were' thiwre certain bags of papers brought sdong. with him 
\ f«r infpefiion I * ^ 

I ' A, Yes. . * 

' , ^ Was you prefent when thofe bags were opened ? 

^,'1 was, when they were put into the inventory, which was 
very foon after or immediately after they were opened- 
^ Was Skirving prefent ? 
. • A. Yes, 

i^ Do you recoUeft among other papers found in this bag,, one 
being found, entitled the Scroll of the Minutes. of the Convention ? 
4' Yds. ' , 

^ Was it in your hand, that you had an opportunity of obferv- 
ing it at that time ? 
k A. I both faw it then, and at Mr, Skirving's houfe • they were 

t* • carried in a bag from his houfe to IherifF cleric's office, and there eij- 

Mred into an inventory— that is the paper. 
J^ And you now recognize it as the fam$ ? 
A, (Looks over it) Yes, it is the fame. 

Jofeph Mack crofs examined by Mr. Margaret. 

^ You a6t as notary, do yoij not ? 
^ No, I do not. 

^ Or as clerk to the fheriff ? . ■ 

w^. Yes» writing clerk to the fherifF. . 

^ Did you hear me proteft againft the illegality of all the pror 
ceedlngs which had taken place ? 

A. You offered to make a proteft, but it was refufed to you, 
^^. You are certain that I offered to make one ? 

P I Qt 
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ll(^ A written one ? 

A» I do not recolicft whether it was written or" not : f think it h. 
probable it was, bi|t I cannot fay-^I was not a iiotary, . ' . 

James l.ypn csMd^ * • 

Mr. Marga(o^ I have "objeft ions to that witncfs, ujx -account of 
certain cxpreffions of his, and I have a witnefs ao\Y attending to 
prove th(Mc words. I 'don't know whether that wknefs (hould- be . 
l>rought in at prefent to prove this^or whether it fhould he kept 
l^ack till the witneflfes foe the profccution are gone through. 

Lord Jufticl Cl^k^ What do yoq propofe to prove \ 

Mr. Margarat. Th«t he confidered hunfclf as my «nemy ; theft 
are nearly the •words, I look upon myfelf to be your enemy ^ of 
fomethmg to that effeft. 

^ Can you condefceqd upon 2|ny reaibn, why h^ (hould hav^ 
auiy enmity |o you ? ^ 

Mr, Marmot. I have not the ^\\\ of othpr peopl? ; I cannot 
llive into mens hearts j | find him a veFv o$cLou« time-ferving ms^n« 

Lord Jnflice Cierk, ije mvift anfwer that queftion upon oathi' 
whether he has any maUce or ill will, 
(^worn). 

LordJufii^eC^erh^ I^ook upon the pannej at the b.ar \ have yo\; 
any malice or ill-^ill agaiixd that pe^fon \ 

A, None at all* 

i^. Did you ever fay that you were his eneipy \ 

A. Never. 

Lord JuflUi Cferk. You may a0^ him the qm:ft ion again, Mr* 
JMargarot,. 

Mr. Margaret, J would wifh to have my witnefs produced \j\ 
. court; it is not my a(king him the queftion merely, Po you not re^ 
colleft faying on? day tl^at you confidered ypi^rfelf as my enemy I 

A. Not at all. 

Lord Abmrombie, T\\^ court have uniformly laI4 thi? down a$ 
ii rule, that no general charge of a witnefs making ufe of an expref- 
fion of that nature fhall be fuffjcient to invalidate his teftimony, an4 
for thi§ reafon, that it would put it in vthe power of every witnef* 
V^hateyep, if he wilhed to favour the pannel, to difqualify himfclf by 
yttering fome vague expreflion of ill will. 

Lord EJigrove. What arc yoi^ ? 
. 4* A meffeng;er. 

19X4 
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Jj9rd Adv^mSS*' Dij y(m*€3:ecute a Mi^rraiu ag«!nft the pt«hfit 

^. Yes. ■ • • . ' ' • 

Lar^ A^^aU. . JVnd^gaiaft atiy body clfc * 

A. Yet J.Mr. Gerald- . - 

^^. ^jVTieye was you iftfcrfmed ^hcfc pcrfbus refided f 

A At tb« Bltrit Bu«. ' , , 

J^Wcfc yoii t« take into your cuftody any papers thaf yo% 
found? , 

'J. Yes, . ' ■ - * 

^. At what \M^e in tlie -toortmg was it * , 

A, To the beft of ray knowledge about fcvcfi o^c^ck, 

^. Tell the coyft and jury what paffed. 
' jrf. I aft.cd for fuch gentlemen, I aflced for their roonr; the waiter 
idrclined Ihewiiig fne, but toid me the numbers of their room ; *J'wcnt 
into this room where Mr. Gerald and Mr. Margaret were ; th€y 
\ver^ each in feparate beds in the fame rootn. 

^ Did you toil them you had a warrant againft therj? 

A, Yes ; then I went to Mr. Sinclair's room, and iockcd up all 
Mr. Margarot^s papers, and Mr. Gerald's and Mr. Sinclair's alio; 
Mr. Margarot faid he would put his papers into a little trunks which. 
Z did not objed to. 

^ bid he accordingly do fo ? 

A. He aiked Mr. GeraW if he would, pyt his in/ upon whi<ii he 
agreed to it, and the papers werv put in 5 and when I was away and 
came back for them, he faid he would not give them me ; I;faid I 
would take them ; he faid I might take them at my peril, and I faid 
Z ihould not make any fcruple about it. 

^. Did the key remain in his poffeflion after the paper vvas taken 
away ? 

A, Yes, the trunk wa« locked and he kept tlie key,- 

^. Did you take the trunk and him with you to the fheriffs ? 

A, Yes, and Mr. Gerald. 

^ Was you prefeat wheu the trunk was opened and the content* 
ipxamined ? 

A* I was. 

^ Did the pannel agrge to open the trunk hirafelf,. or wa« it 
opened ? 

4. The next day when he was before the fiierlff, he held the key 
hi his hand ; he faid he would not give it up, but we might take it 
ivom him j upon which the Iheriff fubflitute defircd me to tal 
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£rof| .him, whi<;h I 4id > the trunk was thcfi ope,o^4 and the papcn^ 
infpedted. \ 

^ Were thofe belonging to .t;he paimel jiftiBgiuihed from thofe • 
belonging to Mr. Geraid ? . \- ' 

A, Each of them claimed feparately what b^onged tohxpfelf. 

^ Wat tjiere any inventory made of thofe paptn i 

^ Did you put any. niark upon thofe papers ? 
J, I did. '■ */"^ ' \ 
V ^ Look at thofe papers deliberately, and fcjB if they arc the 
fame ? * • 

J: (Examines an^ oompares them with the ifventary.) Yes, they 
. are the fame, they have my initial, 

j^ When you went to the Black Bujll had you any afliftants witji 

A, X^* Jo^n^ M*Ppnald and Neil M'Glalh.an were both in t^e 
room aloi^ft with me/ 

James Lyon crofs examined by Mr* Margarat. 

^ You found us in bed > 

AfYis, '" 

^ Did wc Ihew any difpofition of refiftancc, or rather teftify the 
greatclf alacritj^ to go with you ? 

A. You fhewed no ditpofuion to make any i^fiftancc ; you did not 
re f life to tome along with us. 

^ Did we make you wait long in dreffing ? 

j^. Np. ■■ ' ' •■ ' .i 

^ Did you fhew us the waiifSfits ? 

A'. No, nor you did aik it. 

J?\ Did we never ajk you to fee the warrant > 

■ ^ No. " ■ * -•'■■- y 

^, Where did you find the papers in the room > 

ji. I found fome upon the top of the drawers* head, fomc in the 
drawers, and fomc out in a trunk. 

^ Were the drawers locked ? 

^. No. — — -^ ■ ■ 

^ Was the door of the room locked J 

>fr No, I knocked at the door, and you defired me to come in, 
and of courfe I opened the door, 

^ Were the papers in a Hate of arrangement when you took 

hem off the drawers, and out of the drawers ? 

■"- ...,.: ^ . * ^ ^ . A. No, 
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^. No, by no means/ 

^ Were they. not rath'er confufed ? 

ji. Yes, they, were a little confufed. 

^ Were thefe^fome in one place, and otljere In othen ? 

ji. Yes, foiQe I got out of the trunk^ and fome in the drawen, 
»nd fome off the drawefs. « 

^ Werethere papers in more than one drawer J 

^. I believe there were ; I cannot fay, 

^ But tbe drawers were not locked ? ; 

, yf. I believe not, at ieafl I broke none of them opei^ • 

y^hn Alacdonald fworn. 

i^: l^id you go along with Mr. Lyon the mefienger to affift Hm 
to exe(mt;e a V^arrant againft the pannel at the bar, on the 5th pe<i 
cemberlail? f 

Ji, Yes. . • 

\ ^ Where did you go to ? 
- A. To the Black Bull, at the head of Lehh Walk. ^ . 

^ Tell us, as far as you recollect, what palTed upon that occa* 
fion. .V* 

A, I went into the houfe, and ftood there till the door was open* 
ed j Mr. Lyon went in ; we went up the ftair, and this gentleraaa 
and another were in the bed-room, but had not got their cloaths 
pn, and we ftood at the door till they were ready ; and Mr. Lyon 
took what papers he could find, and they were put into a trunk ; 
the trunk w^ locked, and he ,put the key in his pocket, and there 
was a coach at the door ; and I took down the trunk, and put in 
the chaife, and he came along with us, and I got at the back of the 
f haife, and went to the Sheriff Clerk*s Office, and left the trunk in 
the ofHce. 

' ^ You have mentioned what paffed in the room, and the man- 
per in which the papers were put in the trunk ; now, did the pan- 
pel himfelf put any of the papers in \ 

A. Yes, he was helping. 

^ Did Mr. Gerald likevkrife affifl to put the papers in the 
trunk ? 

A. Yes, Mr. Gerald^s papers were put iir fir ft, and* then Mr. 
Jflargarot*s, and then the trunk was locked and carried to the Sheriff 
flerk's Office. 

7 ^^-.yobn 
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'yo/in Macdondldy crofs cxstmiiwd by Mr. Mar gar ou 

^ Could you ^t*that timfe difcryninatc which )jKeic my papers, 
and which were "thofe oP Mr. QeVald? «.- ' * ' . * 

A. lean neither tell which were yours,' nor w^cftrwcrc his i but, 
it is my opinion, ybur's were put in firft. 

^ Were the drawers locked ? « • ' 

• A. No. .,'.* * / • ' 

' j^ You did not fife a key in thofe draWers > 
• ♦ ■ .^.*No. 

^ Waft.the room door lacked ? 

!^. No, it was Qpen^ when I came in; you was apprehended, I 
c^c fey; before I oamc in, 
"^ I ^' Wfere* the papers put into the trunk tied up in parcels or 
'. Moofely? ■■ * ■ . 

A Sonle were tied up, and fome were loofc. 

* ig. Did we ti^ up any of them before you ? 
' ^-<^# I did not fee any ft ring tied on them. 

* ^ Who took them out of the drawers ? 

• A. Mr. Ly^n took them out. 

^4^1^ yott rccolleft the rcafon wiiy Mr. Lyon would iM Aew 

• jne the warrant ? 

A, You did not infift upon Ihcwing it much, 

:g. Did he feew it \ and remember you are upon your oath, 

^ I cannot recolicft, 

'^ You well recolle6k that I afited him to produce it ? 

^. Yes, 

^ And you are not certain ehat he did fixew it ? 

^. No. 

J^ But you perfcftly rccolle£l that I ^(ked him to ihew it ? 

'a. Yes, 

Thomas Cohurn catted, 

tord Jvftice Clerk. Have you any objeftioa to this witnels ? 
Mr. Margarot, No, my lord, he looks honeft. (Sworn). 
$^ Arc you a member of any of the Societies of Friends of the 
People } 
A* I was* 
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uf . Yes, I wis a*|Rcmber of toth. * • * 

i^ Did you attenlSL^egiilarly their iDgcting ) -.' \ ^ 

ji. My^ imfincj^ i\d not allow mc a regular atttndaace; bu^l ac^ 
tended as often as I couisL '. . ' - ./ # 

^ DcKTQU.recolIef):, durmg your attendance at.thofe tnqetiiig^ 
whether; there was^ any fubdiviRon, any fma|lc;r mtertinKs^that the 
Con ventioji. was diyid^d into f ' . . . ' •' 

A. Yts. . ^ \ * # 

j^ Wha| werediey caUnd?* ^ •./;'•' 

J. The firft name th«y fpc, was Dtvlfiom | h^ tltoy Were afto-^ « 
vafds call<4 Seftions. • ^ * ••• ^ 

^ What t«rms did the Memben of the Cottvfftfion generadj^ ^ 
addrefs each other by? ^ * i^ 

A- Thi terms were different j but the g«neval tefm wa9» Citi. 
4en. ^ • 

^ Do you fecoIIe£t that you had different Committees appoint$4 * 
in tJ^ajt Conventian for the forwarding ©f Vufinefsj . - ♦ ^ 

A, I don't recollect fevcral Committees, ,'• * ' * 

^ Bitt fome » • * "^ 

A, I have heard fome mentioned. * , .* 

*;{. And whM were they called ? 

ji. That that { recoUo^t n^, at pf&fent, was th# Committee oC . ., 
Union, 

jg. Did you ev9? hear of a Committee ot Secrecy ? 
, ^. Yes. 

^ A Convention of Emergency f 

^. X don't recoil^ the hearing of that* 

Q^ Do you repoliedt hearing the term organization mentloucd t 

A> I don't Fctnember, ** 

^, Had you primary aflembli^ to t^fpr to } 

A. I cannot fay. 

^ How were your m^etiags called ? * 

A. It was generally called the Britifli Conrentbu. , . ■ ^ * 

^ But when you met on a particular night, and ta)^'d/a^Ut i| 
the next day, what name did you give it .* 

A, The Britifh Convention. - ., 

4g. Did y w ever ufc the lyuna of fittinf^s > 

4, If ^8, fic<jueiwiy. 



( 44 ) 

^ Yon faj you attended as often as your bufincfs permitted ? 

u^f. Yes. - 

^ Have you had occafion to fee the pannel there 7 

Jtl Yes, frequently. ^ "^ ■ 

^^Did you ever fee him aft as Prcfes or Chairman at thefe 
moetings^ . . *. ' 

-^. Yes. ^" 

^ Did you ever hear him move any refolutions at thefe meet* 
Mgs, of any kind f * • . 

j^. I have very frequently heard Mr. Margarot fpcak ; bttt un- 
Icfs fome,particular refolution be mentioned, I cannot fay. 
V ^ ^ I>6 you ^rccoUeft at any time, any motion or propofal fcwr a 
Committee of Union ? 
\ -«i N05 I was not prefent then, 
^. ^ Dp you recollect his having delivered a fpeech, at any of the 
meetings you have attended, that h^d any relation to a Convention 
BUI ? ^ 

-rf. I.don't recolleft. 
*^ ^ With any reference to fuch a Bill as had palTed m Ireland ? 

^. Ko. . ^ , 

M'r. SQlicifor General, Do you remember a motion being made by 
Mr-.Callendar? 

^ Yes. 

J5: Do you remember any thing what it was about ? 

A^ I remember one of the motions, about the people meeting in 
defence of their liberties, in cafe of any bill being brought into Par- 
liament, fimilar ta,|i Convention Bill in Ireland againft the Conftitu- 
tion of the country. 

^ What did Mr. Callendar propofe that your Convention fliould 
do in that cafe ? 

A, I recolIc6l a motion of that import being introduced, and that 
Mr. Callendar acknowledged the motion as his ; but as to any thing 
relative to that motion, I do not know, 
. J^ Was you prefent when the motion was made ? 

A. There was a rule in the Convention, that no motion fiiould be 
diicufled the fame night on which it was made ; I was prefent when 
it was brought in by Mr. Callendar. 

^ What was it that Mr. Callendar propofcd fliould be done in 
cafe fuch a bill fhould be brqught into the Britiih Parliament ? 

Mr. Margarot. I object to that queftion, as it .refpejSts Mr. Cal- 

len4ar. ^d not me, 

Mr.SofU 
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Mr. Solid for General. It is charged in the indi6^mcnt againft thn , 
very pannel ; and, therefore, I will repeat the queftion. What was 
it that Mr. Gallendar propofed ihouid be done, in cafe it fhould be 
brought into the priti^ Parliament ? /' * . 

A. That the peojde fhoiild meet ta aifert their right, fo £eu: as I 
recollect. '**•.■ • * 

§^ Was there any debase upon it that night ?' .. , 

J. It is a rule that there fhall be i\o debate wl^'tn a quefiioa is 
propofed. 

^ Was yon prefent when it was difcufle^ ? 

A. Not when it was difcufled in that ihape in which Mr. Gallen- 
dar introduced it ; but I was when it was amended : fo &r ^s I 
recollect, the fpirit of Mr. Callendar's motion was .retained ; but ttik'^ 
was very much extended / there was a propofal of what, ^0 cer- 
tain events, fhould take place. I don't' clearly remember .thf^ 
circumftances about it ; but it was a mopon for a Secret Committee* ^ 
in cafe thofe events- Should take place. 

^ Was it propofed that the Convention ihould aflemble in cer- 
tain events ? 

A. Yesy it was, that they fhould meet in a certain place, in ceitsia 
events* ' 

^ Now, be fo good as tell us what thofe events were, as far as 
you remember them ? 

A. The one already named, was that of a Bill being brought 
into Parliament fimilar to the Convention Bill in Ireland ; as to the 
other, I cannot remember, 

^ Was any thing faid about the fupenfion of the Habeas Corpus 

A. I think there was, 

^ Was there any thing faid about the repeal of the Scotch A£tr 
1701, of wrongpus imprifonment ? 

A. 1 don't recollect that. 

^ \yas any thing faid in cafe of an invafion of foreign troops ? 

A. I think I remember that, 

^ Was any place fixed upon for the meetings ? how was that 
determined upon ? 

A. There was a motion that the place fhould be fixed upon by a 
Secret Committee ; they were to find out a way <if lettipg the De- 
iegltcs know of it. ' . . 
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-rf. No. . . • . ' . 

4^ W« k to be t<^ them imftreiiatelf , of Aity tol^ tlitta wfc^ 
that emergency Ihould happen ? ' ' %- 

jf' -There w» t mcntf«ii ol a fealed Jetifer td'ic giyeji to each1>c* 

%ife-. . V-' r ,' '• - ■ 

^ Who nia<^e^'his Utofctoh refpe^ing th)?*pl«ce of xneaC}Bg ? 
X I otnaot ifccoUeflfc ^ . ^ . » - 

^ Read tTikV paper* 

.il5?" i&Uitffi ttddi iK 
^ , •^ Citizen 'MairgaFot propofed x\\t followiiag; motic^j .Ttat 8 Stfcr^fc 
Ccfimjttee of ti^rce> tv^^h f he Secretary, Be appomted to determine 
^pithe placc'Mflttrc fttch Com^entidfi of Ekdergcndy ihall jncct ; aii<t 
* fuch fllace ihall remain a feeret with'thenj, and with the Secretary rf 
thisConx'entloil.; a^^ithat the t)ciegate6 ihall, at the Sr^akinf^iip 
^ «f the prefent fefiion^ be cntrufted wkh a fealed letter, contains ^ 
ing the name of the place of meeting* This letter (hall be ^ellvere^ 
ttnopened tp tkcir tonftitoents; the receipt of whidi iljall h© acJW- 
lAowledged by a lettef to the Secretary, preferVed in the feme fts^c^ 
*- tutil the period ftall arrive at which it fhall be deemed nece^ary fof 
, t!ie Delegates to fet off. This motion was fecoiided hf> CititeA 
/rMofkt/' \ 

^ Is that the motion ? 

JL To the toft of my recoMcdion there was a motion of a fiixiilar 
Impon to that. 

^ Do you luiow who were the Members of this Secfec Com* , 
tbittee > 

^, I recolleft fome ,of them. 
^ Was Mr. Macgarot one of them ? 
if. To the beft of my recolledion, he W6s one of thetft. 
^ Do you remember Mr. Margarot makiag any fpcech to the 
Convention before he had made his motion > 
^ I do not. 

^ Do you remember his faying any thitig at alT about its being 
» tocfin ? . 
A. I do not.. •\- 

^ You remember* that the caftf of the Coiitctttion Bill was one 
of the cafes of emergency I 
J. Yd. \ 
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j(. And of the (iiipenrioii of the Habeas Corpus A6I .* 

A. I heard that ixkcntioited* 

^ Yqu alfo rcSx>lle£f fooie'thiAg about an invafion bebg meiv 

tioDCd ? •• '* ; ^, .. . • * . * . f 

^. I think ^do. ^ ...'.•* % * ^'^ 

i^. Did yott hear any proajfal during thcxime you attended this 
meetingi that t&$ Convention ihoiild aa in jcafe they fhould^bc 
difpcrfcd ? , • * .' . • • 

A. Ycsw" •.; ' . - . , * '• 

Q^ Who xna4e.that motion ? • \ . 

<^. I do not not recolle6t at prcfent. 

^ Do you thjnk. Mr. Margarot made a motion of thgt kind ?, ' * 

A. it runs in my mind that he did \ but I cannot fwear -that S^ 
was him." \ ' * ; *• 

^ Did you hear Mr. Margarot make any fpeech that liad I re- 
ference to that cafe ? ^ . ■ ' •^ 

w^. I think I recolleft fomething of Mr. Margarot fpcaking as tV 
the propriety of fuch a thing. 

^ Are you Turc ? " . •. 

A* I can«0C be particular j but there is a conceit m my mind tha{ 
he did > 

^ Do you remember Mr. Sinclair making a raotwn t^ tha? 
kind ? 

A. 1 think I do. 

^ Do you remember any thing particular about the paffing of 
that? 

A, So far as my recolle6lion ferves mc^ >'C were pretty unani- 
mous. 

^ Do you remember all the Convention Handing up at the time 
they paficd it ? 

Jk Yes, I think I do- 

^ Did it contajn any particular exprcfTions of their declaring be^ 
fore God and the world that they would do fo and fo ? Do; you re- 
collect that that made a part of the motion I ^ , ■ . 

A. Certainly thefe words we're mentioned, but I am not certain 
whether it was the decided refolution of the Convention or not. 

i^ Do you remember whether this motion, or the rcfolation. of 

the Convention i bore any thing that they declared bafore God and 

th^ world that we fhould follow the wholcfome example of former 

tftnes > 

X { cannot fay j I don't remember it« 

Q^Did 
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i^. Did it (ay any thing about paying noatteittion to a Ganvcntioii 
Bill if it (hould be paffed ? ' 

A. I think there was a mention o£ fomething fimilar to this, but 
whethef it was made a part of the final refolution ef 'the Comtaitttc, 
I caiino t tell : there was a great deal of looie expreilions made 
ufe pfj • ..**'.*' * • • 

^ Did you hear any thing faid in the Convention about burning 
that refolution of Smclair's ? 

A. No, I heard "hothing of that. 

^ Did you hear any thing faid about burning ally of the other 
motions ? 

^ J*. I don't recolleft ; thcy feemed to be confident of what they 
^Ve'doing,' and were not afting under the apprehenfion olfear. 

^^Was there afiy thing faid about deftroying oiT'not inferting it 
injthe Minutes ? . i . 

' • A.l dorf't recoiled. 

^ At the time this Secret Committee was appointed, was there, 
any o^pofitioa jgnade to it ? 

jC I don't recoUeft. 
• 

♦ Tbfima^s Coburn crofs examined by Mr. Mdrgarot., 

^ It feerps you are a member of the Britilh Convention ? 

A» I was. 

^ What is your profeflion ? 

A. My profeflion is partly a manufadlerer in the weaving line, 
and partly a merchant, 

^ Do ifou pay any taxes ? 

A. I do. 

^ Do you find thefe taxes heavy ? 
i^^ A. I have very pften thought them very heavy. 
• ^ You are a member of the Friends of the People ? 

A. Yes. ' 

^ What was your reafdn for joining the Friends of the People ? 

A, The rcafon was, a thorough convi<^ion of the neceflity of a 
Reform in the Britifli Houfe of Commons. -^ 

^ What was your reafon of accepting the office of delegate in 
the Britifli Convention ? 

A. It was to help forward that great and grand object thatfo for- 
cibly ftruck my mitid* 
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^ l>id yoit" mean to help it forward by legal means gr force of 

inns? .'.'..• 

if. Force of arms ^vas never mentioned in the Convention, and it 
h the lali thing thatl ihould wifli to fee a drop of blood fpilt in th« 
iaufe. \ ** - ' ■ 

^ In the Britifli Convention did you ever ice any tendency to 
have recourfc to* open force ? " • ^ • 

A. It was diametrically oppofite to my views to have the leaft re- * 

courfe to open force, nor was it the fubjeft of difcuffion in the Con- ^ « 

vention. , • . ' " 

^ Have you heard of a Committee of Union ? ^ • .* ^ 

A.Ycs.^ -■• . - \ 

' ^ What was to be the purport of that Committee of Union * 4 ^ 
* A, 80 far as 1 recollcft, the deflgn of that Qommittee was tdT * 
'draw lip regulations, by which the people of- England and of 
^ JScotland, of the fame fentiments, might join in their endeavours t« 
^obtain that objeft. 
- ^ You hare heard of a Convention of Secrecy like wife > 
I A. Of a Committee of Secrecy I have. 

^ Have you ever feen it cuftomary in any Clubs, if you ever fee- 
long tq^any, that there (hould be a certain degree of truft repofed in ^^ ^ 
fmall number of confidential men, who Ihould form a Committee and '» 
' retain fome fecrets to themfelves, not to be divulged to the world ? 
lave you ever witneflfed any fuch thing, or does it flrike you as aa 
mpreicedented thing ? 
A, So far from ftriking me as an unprecedeiited thing, that it 
'llrikes me upon many occafions as a neceffary thing, prudentially to 
keep fecrets of every fociety when it is neceffary for their intereft. 

^ Have you ever heard of a Committee of Organization in the ■ 
Convention ? 

A* Yes, I think 1 have. 

^ What was the drift of that Committee of Organization ? 
A. What I conceive to be the, direft^efign of that Committee 
was to form rules, by which the Convention might regulate them- 
^-*Tves in their prefent and in their fubfequent meetings, if they 
Id fee occafion for any. 

Do you think that that Committee of Organization did not 
^ife refer to the internal regulation of the Convention ? 
r As I meant to exprefs in my laft anfwer, I confidercd the 
Ut«fi of Organixation to refet^ chiefly to thi internal affairs of 
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the C!!)nv«»tion, and mih rcfpc6t ^o future Conv^ntionsJ it thtte 
fliould be Tuch. . * / "» ' * ;*' ' , 

^ It fe«ms that you have heard tjiat meetiiigs of the ConUMi-' 
tion were at times, called fittiiigs j dp you imagifte that that exprcf- 
fion was adopted as borrowed -from k rftighbouringj country, or that, 
it was an expreffioa which followed of courfe,. and to which we arc 
thoroughly accuftomed in the' Englifti language ? 

A. However the reading of newfpapcrs might lead us to make life 
I of terms, I capnot fay ; but it was certainly a word that it was very 

• natural to md|pe ufe of. • . . 
J ^ You have feen me a6l as Prefes } *" - 

\ ' A. Yes/ ' ^ 

• (^ ^ That Word is Latin, is it not ? 

• **..^ -^« I ^™ very httle acquainted with Latin ; I meant Prefideiit. • 

• ^ You are fufficiently acquainted with it to I6iow that at prefent 
Rome is the feat of the Pope, are you not ? » 

A. Wc h|»w no doubt of that. • J. * 

• ^ Confcquently if there is any criminality in adopting a FrencI*. 
vrord, do you think there is not an equal criminality in uling a Latin 

A. Thefe things appeared to me to be fo trifling, tha't I ^id not 
. tliink it worth my while "to make any objeftion to themj fome were 

• of Jrencli origin, and fome of Britilh, and fome of Latin ; but I 
did not tiiink it worth while to make any objcflion to it. 

^ You have heard of a nibtion propofed by Mr. Callendar ; youJ 
tv.ere-preient. when it was originally moved, that the people ihouldl 
meet to alTert their rights in the Convention ? 

A. Affert their rights, were the v/ords, to the beft of my recol-' 
le£lion.- 

^ What do you undcrftand by a Convention ? 

A. What I underftand by a Convention is a meeting of ^ea for 
any purpofe that thjey propofe. , . ' 

^ Are the men who meet in Convention fuppofed to be delc- 
gated-by a larger body of men ? 

A, I cannot pretend a critical difquifition of thefe points, but it 
ftrikes me fo. . ^ - 

^ By the word Convention, and m^^etlng in Convention, did 3 
undcrftand a peaceable affcmbly of men aCfembledto dehberatej^, 
did you underftand by it, an affembly of men going to ado»^»- ^•«5*' 
meafurcs; and to carry them into' execution themfelves ? ^^^ 
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J, What't unclerftand'by Convi^nnon was, that thev met with ^ 
' Upgiere and hearty dfeiigil to proniotejthe good of the country, by a 

f .. thorough Reform*!! the"Bti|ilh hobCt of Commons, and that they 

^j; '* meant to d<5 this by peaceable means ^ 

J^ Do you imagine tfhere are fufficient abufes at prefent in the 
» legiflature' of this kingdom, to legalize our attempting to addrefs 

I Ihem by petition, or any form that might be legal and conftitu» ' % 

' tional > 

A, I have * alre.ady faid that I am deeply impreffed with the idea 
of the neeeflity of it : I fee the moft glaring abufes in it. ^ ' 

^ Do you imagine that if a Convention Bill w^ to be paffed, or 
was even to be brought into the Houfe of Commons, that it woulch' ♦ 
foot ihrvv a difpofition in the Houfe of Commons to extend their pri- 
vileges, and to" encroach upon our rights ? 

A. Suck a Bill has always ftruck me as Tapping the very foundations 
of "Civil Libcny ; and, indeed goiqg beyond the power of the legiC.* 
iatUBB themfelves, to deprive the people of their natural rights. 
I. jl-. ■ "^ ^^^ ^^y ^^ ^^ y^'^"^ opinion that there are already fufficfent 

grounds for the good people of this country to demand a Reform ill 
Parliament ; do you think thofe grounds would not be increafed hf 
twofuch events a$ the bringing in of a Convention.Bill) or a motion 
for fufpending the Habeas Corpus a6l, which is one of the greateft 
privileges a fubjc^t of Britain enjoys, or the Bill for preventing 
wrongous imprifonment 5 do you think that would not make a very 
fconfiderable addition to our complaints > .. 

A. I am fatisSed in my own mind, that it would increafe the 
grievances of the people, and be like a grave-ftgaie to their Hberties, 
^ In what light did you look upon the members of the BritilK 
Convention ? Did you look upon them as a turbulent fet of vaga- * 
Jboiids, or did you look upon them as a body of men delegated by 
fome of their fellow fubje<5ts for a certain purpofe, and that thde 
uaen fo delegated were induftrious, peaceable, creditable men ? 

A. Their dfe'^gn, I have to rcafon no call in queftion, was the 
rood'Of their country : as to chara6tersj there is always a mixture in 
' affemblies ^ but I believe, taking tlie whole together, there was a 
sat degree of refpe6lability with refpeft to chara6lers. 

IThcn they did not appear to you to come under the defcrip- » 
oifiuine^ rabble^ or wretches f 
As the friends of their country, I believe not. 
|5j When is the propereft time for men to aflfemble and d^l^rau >^_^ 
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Ik it in time cf dangerr, or profperity ? It ajipears that'thetonveutioe 
was to afTcmblc in thb maifher, in.tlie mtfmemt that ^n invaf^on-ifF 
foreign troops fhould take pbc«*in.GrejL^BritR.in. Do you conceive 
that to be ^ time of danger, and calling for tl>e attention of all Bri- 
tons throughout the inland; or do you think, it a time for thcro' to 
fit idle and fuffer thcrafelves to be enflavcd by a foreign power ? 

A. r think it is high time that a Reform had taken plice, as it 
ftught to have don'e long fince. 

^ When you'havc any thing that interefts'ybu very much, ao^- 

you publifh it all through your houfe, and different parts of yout 

iamily, or^ ibmetimes keep a fecret tb yourfelf in your priyatc at- 

■/lirs ? ' V ' 

^A. Yes, ito doubt; and every per fon endued with any degree cf 
prudence will find occafion'to keep their fecrets. 

^ If you had a particular piece of bufinefs to dOf sme* that yoir* 
was apprehenfive that a fuperior power, inimical to your defign ahd 
to your welfare, would prfevent you- from doing' that particular bufi- 
ncft It fuch a place, would you inform that inimical power- whcrCv 
you was to ;jieet to do that bufinefs > 

A, I Ihould certainly do every thing in my power, from common 
prudence, to k«cp it from him. 

^ When you fend a ktter by the- pod to a friend, do you ever 
attach any- degree of criminality to foaling that letter till he gets into 
the country,, efpecially if you vviili the contents not to be* known t*r 
iiim till a certam period ?• 

^.-No. . 

^ Can you-difcovcr any thing of a feditlousnaturein a Convicn- 
tlon, ftanding up to pafs a rcfolution ? 
. ^: Now ' 

^ I find here foraetbing which I don't know, whether it i* 
thoroughly affented to by yoa, that there was a declaration' before 
God and the world, that they would follow the wholfome* examplt 
of their forefathers ;• what is the cbftra6teriftlc of Britons ? 

A, That they are ftrorigly attached to the caufe of liberty. 

i:\ llow came we by the Revolution ? was it by* any exertion oF 
Our forefathers ? 

A. It no doubt was. 

JtjV. How came we by the Magna Charta ? 

A. So far as I^underdand the fubjcft,. it was Certainly by iK*f. 
umw"r*,eano, 

«. Bid 
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- 4^ 'Did ypur forefathers do wrong in fo exerting thcmrelve^ ? 

Ji, My opini6'n is that they did not ^^^cnpugh. ^ 

. ^ Do you thmk ;t Mt^ofTible forieHourc of Commons to do aft . 
isar^ttiftitutional aft^ • ., " 

. jif. There Has bcea manv things tbnc in the Houfc of Common ^^ 
Avhich I fincerely regret. » ' '. * ' 

^ We had originally Parliaments, or fome time back, Parliaments 
-of three years 5 now by an Ad.^f P&riiament they are lengthened to 
feven years ^ fuppofe another A6t Ihould ,"^nake them during Ufc, « 
and a third Aft fliould make them hereditary;, -do you imagine that 
would be in unconftitutional Aft ? 

^, It has always ftruck me as a thing beyond their power .to alter 
or dellroy the fundamental rights of the people, or any thing that 
would extend their own power, 

j^ Do you imagine that the power originates with the people > * 

ji. If do •fo. 

^ Do you imagine it to "be either in the Bill of Rights, or the clain> 
' ef 'rights, cxptetTed, that the people ihould be at hberty to meet to 
communicate to each other their grievances, and plan methods for 
obtaining redrefs ? 

v^. I have often wifhed to fee the Bill of Rights, the Habtas 
Corpus Aft, and all thofe things ; but I have never had it in my 
power ; but in aay ojnnion, the objeft of all government is the gcod 
of the'people, and that the liberties of the people ought to be cafe- 
I fully guarded by them. 

^ It appears by what has palfed. here, that the Convention ha4 
fome notion of a God : did they ever pray in their meetings I 

A. They did. 

^ Bid you ever fee any difordcrly behavi9UT thcrp ? wpre they - 
riotous or tumultuous ? 

A, Confidcring their number, they were free of that beyond many 
pieetings that I have feen of the fame number : I faw no riotous . 
meetings : there were fonietimes difputes, but no riots. 

^ As to the burning of the motion, you faid they were not aft- 
ing under the apprehenfipn of fear ; did you fuppofe thpy ^oi^ld juf- 
tify their proceedings ? 

I al.vays confidered, that in the Convention the members that 
-afion to fpeak, always fpoke freely, believing that they had 
. _, elTcntially fccrct to keep to themfelves, but that their great 
\ w^s the good of their country. 
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i^. Bid you ever dlfcovcr in the Convention or in ^he members 
of it,* eith^ in or qi^t of the Convention, any propenlit:y to fedi- 
tion, treafon, or rebeili'oi;^ ^ ' •' 

A. I have always f|id, that fo far as I could drfcern the de(i|nirf 
tht Convention, it was to obtain a* thorough ^Reform in the Briau^ 
Houfe of Cpromons by peaceable ?rtid legal means, . . 

Mr* Jlexander AUchefon fworn. 

Lord HenderlancL Have* you any maUce or ill will againft th^j 
pannel at the bar ? 

A, It is impoHible I Ihould, my Lord : on jhe contrary, I efteeni 

him a fecond Sydney. — I am very much obliged to the public profc-- 

cutor, on account of my family, otherwife, I would much fooner 

^appear here as the pannel at your Lordfliip's bar, than as a witnefs, 

Couriftlfyr the Cioivn. Were you a Member of the British Con* 

ven^ion ? - . 

A, Yes, of all the three Conventions, I had the honour to bc-^ 
Delegate from the Canongate Society j the Delegates, confideriiig 
themfeWes as Delegates for fix months, adjourned theif meeting '^ 
but ^pon the account of the coming down of the English pelegatesj 
they refumed it agajn, 

Q^ That was in November laft J 
A. Yes. 

Q^Who were the Englifh Delegates ? - 

A. There were four or five of them; there was Citizen Margarot, jj*" 
Citizen Sinclair, Citizen Gerald from London, and Citizen Brovv4 ^ 
froQi Sheffield. 
^ Q^ Now did you ?i£l 4s fecretary or afliftant fecret^ry ? 

A. Yes, afliftant fecretary. 
^ Q^^yere there a fcrol of minutes dr^wn up ? 
'a.' Yes. 

■ Q^ Look at that, and fee if any p^t of it is your hand writing ? 
A. Yes, a very great part of itj but th^re were foipe others whgt 
\vrote.- 

Q^Who were they ? 

A. George Rofs, and afterwards the Convention appointed thrc« 
^fTiftants daily, 

Q^ Who is George Rofs ? • , ' 

A. Clerk in th^ Ga^pctteer Office, 
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Q^This^fccoll of Miilutf^s,' did t\ic J; contain, fo far*al yoif coul(f 
judge, a fyir antT'diftiniff- account df^\vl\at"hap*pche4 in die Coa- 
Y^tion? * * '•; - " f * \ 

* A. To the beft of* my'knowledgc arid belief they did : I fliotild 
have been guilty of palming falfliood upon the public and the Con* 
vention if they did not, but. there may havebeen raiflakes. 
. Q^.Were they correfted the day "after they .were made out ? '- 
A. By nq^ means : they were poftponed tiU a future day, till a 
committee Ihould be appointed to revife them. 
' "Ql^Was Mr. Margaret prefent at thefe meetings comn^only ? 
A. As far as I'obferved he was a regular attendant. , -• 

Q^ Was hefbmetimes Chairman at the meetings > 
A. Once he certainly was. ^ 

Q^ Look at that : whofe hand writing is it ? ' * 

A. It is mine (reads it). Citizen Margarot moved that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to confiaer of the means, and draw up the out- 
lines of a proper plan for a general union between the two nations, 
as before propofed. 

Q^^Did Mr* Margarot make that motion ?• * • 

A. He certainly did, or I Ihould not have minuted it down : a . 
iimple fa6t Dke that I cannot be miftaken in ; but in a fpeech 'uiva 
t)Qce I might have made a miftakc (reads ft again) ; and give me 
leave to add, I expefted from Mr. Margaret's abilities and the fpirit 
of the times, a more perfect fyftem than was made up by a fvcophant 
faction in the reign of queen Anne. 
.- Q^Look at that. 

A. (Reads) Citizen A. Callendar moved. That in caie thcMi- 
nifter bring into the Commons' Houfc "% 'motion for a Conventioi^ 
Bill» it ihall be noticed immediately to the • Delegates. The words 
Jball he noticed immediately to the Delegates, aire in thy hand 
writing, ' ^ '' 

Q^Do you remember any difcuflion.in the Convention upon that 
motion ; particularly, did Mr. Margarot fpeak upon the occafion > 

A, Indeed my memory is fo treacherous that I camot rec Heft 

any thing, efpecially when I am taking notes : if I don't write at 

all, I remember tolerably well the chief fa6ts, but if I do write, I 

collect nothing. 

i^ Was there any thing faid about that event being a tocfm to 

friends of liberty ? 

• X never heard the word tocfin mentioned in the Convenn-r . 
E4 Qc'^ 
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Callendilr's motion^ or iiF^itgive rife, to, lany other motion jn th^ 
Convention?' , ^ V ^-i '- _ ./ f ' 

A. Such things may have happened,-' but I cannot re^olleft. v ^ 

Q^ Do you know of a motion being made by" Mr. Sinclair iii con^ 
fequcnce of, and following up Mr. Calendar's motion ? ' 

A. I was 'abfeht a variety t>f nights, when I wilhed to be'pre- 
fent, but particular bufinefs kept me away. ' ' * . ' 

' Q^B^ut did you" hear Mr,.Margarot make any motion in confer 
quence of Mr. Callendar's ? * ' ' . ' 

A. *Tis impoflSble that 1 can fay. , ' . 

Q^Did Mr. Sinclair make any motio.n about the Convention 
meeting on certain ei'ent^ ?' 

AjitYes ; there was a motion made, at leaft, I underftood'fp. I 
came in one evening pretty late, and ]>jlr. Sinclair, or fome perfon, 
Tjad made a motion, and as foon as I ^ad taken my feat, Mr. Siii* 
clair made a motioa, that fomcthing that had paflfed, before ihoul4 
be burned, and I was furprifed, arid got up and dppofed it, and was - 
feconded upon the ground, that as every thing we had <}onc beforiB 
was open for the public, we l^ould do nothing fecrct," and therefor^ 
the motion was not carried. * 
' Q^ Did" that .motiort relate to the delegates* meeting ? 

A. 1 was furpriz'ed and alarmed at iiiy ih^vig being fecrct ; but 
when I underftood that nothing more was jj^eant By it thaii merely 
concealing the place where they were to iu#.^^, I thought |;here wdk 
iiothing at all in it. '' *..;.. 

' Lord Juftlce Clerk, pid you hear any thing of a Committee of 
Secrecy ? ■'. ■•.-•"... n 

■ A. I enquired next day, and was told the nature of it, that it wa$ 
merely to conceal the intended place of meeting, in cafe of oppofi^'. 
tion, and'in dife of neceffity. * ^. ' • . . • . . / i 

' Q^Did you hear any thing about the Convention of emergency 
at all in'the meetir)g ? , ' ' ^ . . • ' 

■ A. Yes, at tliQ fe^m, and amongft our friends, 
Q^Read tW. '■ ' : .■ -^ •■■ =■•. 

A. {Reads from the Minutes) ^ Citizen Margarot read and pro- 
pAfed the following " riiotiori : That a 'Secret tommittee of threes 
and the Secretary, be appointed t& determine the' place where fucl\ 
Convention ofi^mergcncy (liall meet ; that fuch plate fiiall remain a' 
fccrcc with them and with' the Secretary of this Convention, aiic^ 
J »M' - :\ *^.-5- '.. : .,>;- v.... -, ^ ;. ; - . • ;' ""that* 
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tjbat each Dcilegattf fhall, arthe breaking up ©f^the prcfcn^fcflioi^*bJ' 
intrurfed'with a felled letter,- cqntaining the name ^fiith^place of" 
jncpdng^; this letter (hall be delivered T^nOpencd to his conftitucnts, ' 
the receipt 'of whicli (ball be acknowledged by a letter to the Secs«- * 
tary * preferVed .m the •if^me ftate, until the period ihall^ arrive at 
which' it Ihall i)e 'deemed ncc^ITary for the Delegate t;o fct off; this 
znotion was feconded by Citizen Moffat : the greater part of that is 
jfny own hand writing. • ; * * 

Q;^ You fee mention is made there of.a Convention of Emergency ; 
now I want to know, as far as yon recollect, the cafes in which they 
were to meet ? ' 

A. As far as I recolleft, they were to meet in cafe a motion was 
made in parliament to bring in a bill fimilar to that, that pafiTed in 
Ireland, to prevent our having any meetings. . ^ - , 

Q^Was one of the cafes the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 

Aft? 

' A. I dpn't recolleft. 

Q^ Was the cafe of an invafion of foreign troops mentioned ? 

ii. Yes. 

Qj^ Do you recolIe6t any other cafe of Emergency in which the 
ponventien were to meet ? 

A. 1 don't recollect any other. 

'Q^Was there another cafe, if any attempt fhould be made to 
difperfe the Convention ? wis that a cafe* in which they were te 
meet ? ' 

A. I cannot fay that I recoUcft that. 

Q^ Was you in the Convention the evening before the apprehen- 
^on of Mr. Margarot and Skirving, and the other pcrfons ? 

A. I might, verypofiibly; but' 'I don't rec^llcA I was prefent 
that evening after they had been apprehended in the morning. 

Q^ But do you recolletl: whether you was in the Convention the 
preceding evening ? * 

' , A« I cannot charge my memory with it, 

^ Look at that ? 

ui. The whole of that is written by another perfon (reads fron> 
the Minutes). Citizen Margarot begs leave to bring ia a motion to 
the effc6t, that the moment of any illegal difperfion' of the prefent 
Convention Ihall be conlidered as a fummons to the Delegates to 
i:epair to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of 
Eaergency by the Secret Committee j that the Secret Committee 
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4 ijs iriftrj><5):ed to proceed; without' 9clay^ to fix, tip' place t)/.medtitig ; 

* ♦^ffind that^he faffie motion'hye confidiertd nextjev^enin^; whichSvatac- 

y cordingly granted. My Lords, I jobterve; from the^wh55le of tbi* 

bemg wrijfen by another perfon, that /I wa^not pi*efent at aUHlut 

.€Vfl(ning. . ^- •^•'''■'' '.. \\ 

^ Lord Advocate p Look at the firlf 'of thefe' papers, Number 3* 
of the general inventory^apd tell me if you ever faw it before ? 

A. (Riads from the Minutes a motion for a union between tb^ 
two kingdoms, to demand the fefllpf^on of their rights.) I think,' 
it is a moft excellent /notion, my Lord, and am vjery forry it was not 
followed up. ' * • ' 

Lord Advocate, \ did not.alk you for your opinion, Sir* , 
' A, My Lords, I beg to fay, this perfecution, and all of them, ar« 
for opinions ;*and I muft, before God, in juftice to my country, de-- 
clare, that it is for opinions as well as fafts* 

Gentlemen of the Jury^ *Tis a profecution for opinions. 
^ Xook At that paper which has your mark upon it. 
A. It has, but it is not my writing. ) 

^ Where did you receive it ? 

A, From the Convention ; I remember reading it from the bc^ 
ginning to the end. 

^ Whs) is James GartleyJ 
A^ He was Delegate from Glafgow. 
m ^ Is it your hind- writing upon the back of it ? 
- '* A, Yes, it is, 

^ Had you jin opportunity of feeing the newfpapers in which 
.the proceedings of the Conveiition were publilhed to the world ? 

A, I had an opportunitf ; but was fo extremely hurried at that 

nifckne with my own bufinefsj and that of the Convention, that I could 

, ' not rcp.d them, but laid them by to be a treafure of entertainment 

. ^ at fomti future time j for four weeks, at that time, I did not read a 

Iingl| article m the Gazetteer* 

^ Hdvc you read them fmce ? 

A^ Only In the Sh(,rlfF Clerk's Chamber ; and that feeme4 tocon* 
\ * taip a very accurate accouikt. 

^ And correfpouded with the Minutes you yourfelf had taken } 
' A- Yes. 

^ jik:>cander Jhchefon crafs examined hy Mr, Ma$garot, 
, ^ You w*s^ Member of the Bthifh Convention i 
A, Yes. 
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^ Was yo«, prior to that, "a Member of tlic Fricnrfs^ th«\ 

Peopipr / •. ;, . / •' %^* \ 

J, Yes, 4oiig prior; * * 

'^ What was your motive for aflbciating with thc-Friends of fh« 
People? .^ ,. »,^ .. # , 

* -rf. The puWic good, which I hope I will always have at heaft, % 
\^ What do you under lland lay the* public good ? ^ 
A. I underftand, by the public good, that grievances fhould be re« 

.' iire0ed, and every man made^ happy as poflible. 
^ Had you any fpecific plan ? 

• J, Yes, we had juft two obje6V8 ; thefe ^wo objefts were, a 
&oncr duration of Farliainents, and a more frequent e!e6iion of Re« 
prefentatives ; becaufe we conffdered the length of parliaments, and 
the difficLiky, in the flow retUVri of eleftions, to be the two greftt and 
fundamental cauffs of all the grievances which thc^ nation labour* 
under. 

^. What fort of men were thefe with whom you aiTociatcd, the 
Frien4s of the People ? I don't particularly mean what clafs, high 
f» low, rich or poor ; but what morak, what temper, what behavi* 
cur; in fliort, what opinion do you form of them in general ? 

J, I confidered them to be a good, moral* refpeftable fet rf 
people ; not refpeAable in point of riches, but in that refpeft which 
will he looked at by th? all- feeing- eye of the Almighty, refpe6table 
in point of morals. 

^ Did they ever Ihcw any'difpofition to.treafon, fedition, or fe« 
}ony ? 

A, Not that I ever faw, 

g^ Was you delegated by a Society ofthe Friends of the People 
\o the Covention ? 

A, I was fome ti(no« 

^ Did the other Members of the CoxiveAtjon reprefsnt a nut©* 
ber of men fropi here } 

A. Yes, 

^ Did it appear to you, that the Convention adhered to the 
Spirit of reform which was fet on foot by the Friends of the People * • 
1 A' They certainly did, to the beft of ray ideas j and even wheu 

they foUovwd up the primary idea of fhorter duration of Parlia* 
ments, and more frequent cle6lion5, and adopted the idea of univer- 
fal fuffragc and annual Parliaments, they went certainly no further 
t^D (he Duke, of {Richmond aud Mt. Pitt had gone befoi^ 




#^ I^^Sju IWt takt care not talnention that vord/ri/zwry, be** 

' JclS^pmayiiriculpatc me'further; for th&t, is one wor^ A^t U 

•charged a^aiti ft me. # ' " ^ .... 

♦ ji. I confi4er all words ift our Piftionary^Iawful ^ be ufecl ; dnd 

ft ^s a drekdful crifis that we jare tomt jp, if a mai;! is^to be c^oainatcul 

for a word, ' f ' ' • 

^ -You fpoke of the EogKlh Delegates ; yeu do'nf mean that 
they reprefeated the people of England ? ' 

A. Cf rtainly, only thofe who fen^them ; I undcrftood that Mr, 
Margarot and Mr. Sinclair reprefehted about 5000 peo|)le, and Mr* 
Brown ^bout 5000 from SheiSeld. 

Q^ You have noi^politively fwom to the entire fcroU'of Minutes 
ihewn to you*; fome part of it you don't acknowledge, 

A. J«an only'fwear to that that was wrote by myf»lf; and 1^ 
far as my idfilas led me to think, I was right in writing them. 

^. ThougH the name of Minutes is given to them, are they, ki 
fa£V^ the RJinutes of the CoilventioOr titf they iiav^ received the- re - 
viial of the Committee ? 

J. Certainly not 3 to corre£t and to expunge all errors u Eiatefcr* 
^ Were they eyer dflfered, c^r fcnt fonh to the world by xray of 
publication } 

A. Not that I know of, 

^ Were they ever corre6ked by authority of tfic Gonvemioa ? 
^^ J> I ntiver heard of it. 
^||^ Are there any erafures, any interlineations in them ? 

Jd^^cf^ril emendations were made upon the motions of one or 

• -rwff'Mcmbers ; but when feveral emendations were prapofed, it 

* ^as &id^ yai^ paay leave cb9^ Jo the Committee. 

^ To the bell of your rec"olle6lion (I made a motion about the 
tiniQn of the two kingddms), did it appear to yoi| that that motioi^ 
li^ a feditious t;endency | 
r ^. On tin' contrary, I conceive it would he for the good of maiv 
, Itind; and the falvation of thefe kingdoms. 

^ Do you look upon tofrfin to be a Frenph wofd } 
^ A. I fuppofe fo ; but I cannot fay that- it is ; I never heard H 
^madcafe of in the Convention- 

^1^5^ Att you fure that i$ is not inflcad .of one French word, tw<i 
vi^ifii^re w ids > 
; A. I cannot fay ; I know nothing about the Chimefe^ 

JJ; I have a notion 'tis 5 then, all the knowledge yougnxacd of |l 

Secrt| 
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Secr«ft Commltt^fey W^ th^ nextda^ amoftg the-Se^kiOns, anoi sfttKitg 
Ae Friends*;? *,'••' \ ' 

A. That reminds me*of a niiftalce f made^ before ; for llind that 
ji have recorded tliSt.yery motion which Mr. Sinclair toibrtS to h& . 
burnt, and whicht u^» afterw^ds agreed noc to be bumt^ andX- 
lieai^d further of the bqfincfs Btxt day, t • J 
* ^ There was a motion made for a Convention' of Emergency ; 
* did the Convention ever fix upon or delineate the pto by ytiaitk 
they Were to ad, or did that ConYenition ever take place } 

A. Not that I know of. 

^ In joining ihe Friends of the Poople> and injoining the Brrtiik 
Conventionj for the purpofe <rf obtaining a reform^ did yoii thinfe 
-youpfelves warranted by the Conftitution to endtavour to obtain s. 
redrefs of grievances ? 

A,^ Perfeaiy ; ^d I Woul4. think fo Hill if I were to }x fcnt t» 
Botany Bay for it. 

jj. Arc thofe grievances done away ? 

A, By no means ;- and I am forry for it. 

^ Are you of opinion, that if a Convention Bill was paiTed in the 
Britifli Parliament, it would tend to leffen thofe grievances I -' 

A^ It would extead them tenfold* 

^ What would be the confequence of the ftipenfiwi of the Ha-^ 
tea5.^brpus A6t> and of the A6t for preventing wrongous iin-^ 
prifonment ? - , 

A. It would be certainly a great encroachment upon the privi* 
hg't of Britons; " 

^ Might not every peaceable inhabitiBit of thefe realms rti» 
great danger, in cafe of a foreign invafion, of lofing his property, by 
the enemies plundering him of it,, if. they were fnccefsful ? 

A. 1 have no doubt of that. 

^ Do you think it would be^|nor» conftitutional in EngU(hme»» 
more conftitutional in Scotchmen, more cqpftitutional in Britons, ta 
fit idle and look at a foreign invadon, or attend a Convehtion o£ 
Emergency. 

A I dare fay* the whole Court, and all the audience will agrcc^ 
that fo meet upon fuch an occafion, would be a work of neceflity. 

^ Was foreign invafion the exprellion iliat was made ufe of, or 
was a French invafion ever mentioned ? . : .. 

4' As far as I recollect; French invafion was mentioned in fc 
pcrfon's motion i "but I cannot fay* in whofe "motion, or whethe 
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* ^4^ ill tjoort, or <mt of dow ; or In the €bii^cmi<te>. of 6ui of ttrf 
Convestion, I cannot fay* * * '' • . » 

Q^ Th^tt you .nj«an to fay, that an invai^on from iFtance \«!as xip* 
pcrmoft in the minds^of the Corivtntion? .- " • . ^ 

. A. I cannot fay what was upper rftoft j but I krtow I hrfve heard 
thare^preffiort, but I believe it v^is out of the Convention. % 

i^ \#a8 It cuftomary for routioris to be handed to the ti^blef 
1|^ch were tiot paHed in the CSonvcffftoh ) ^ 

A, Many fuch were handed in, arid many hot^pafled, arid not 
taken notice of at all. 

^^ Are you certain, that tho two mbtioiis (hewh you |uft nowj 
and which were indorfed by you^ and, I prefume, were given in i6 
Jfou Hi that -mtnncr> are 'you fure they were ever read in the Ccai^ 
Tentioh ? , 

A> Be fo ^od as tHcw. me ihem again (if^ks at ihem). One- of 
thefe iiiotions is certainly new to me (ince I came before the (Aourt i- 
t perfoil might fay to me, there is a qxieftion concetning the uri2e% 
tuid I might indorfe it fo without ever reading it, 

^ What was the mode of proceeding in opcnitig aaftd dofitig the 
bufinefs of the day ? ; 

A, As the bufinefs of all Chriftian people fiidild bcj it was begutt 
tod 'ended by sprayer. 

. ;^ Did you ever obferve any thing of a feditious or riotous ap* 
pcsrance in the Convention ? 

A, l^ot in th« tesft. 

^ Did you ever hear aay thing mentioned, or whifpered in the 
Convention^ tRat might tend to overturn the tOhftkutiQa? 

^; Neyen 

i^ Did you. ever hear any thing mentioned there aigaittft th« 
fang? 

A* Never* .... 

*i^ Did yflftit ever hear *iy thing mentioned tkcrft againft place* 
dien:ahd penfioners ? • 

A, Often. ^ 

, -^ Thair, I fuppofe,: i« the Stf^tiOA that is meantto be charged* 



George Jflofsj fworn, examined, 

'Witnefs, 1 thought it very hard that the Lord Advocate, when I 

'^^^s here before, Ihould charge me with falihood* I hope he will 

Hot Ao^ fo now* • * 

\ J Q. What 



r.t • ig. What prof cffi(jn are you of ? ^ ,"*»;' ^ 

t' . 2!.' Clerk w thff Gazetteer Offi^. ' ' • . 

r r^-IJow long t^ave you- been ia that psofeflitfh I ^ 

I A, Seven or eight ye;ars. : -^ ; « , . r 

' . . ' -S: '^^^^ you a. lumber -of thq. raeeti»g-of . the i Friends #if*di* 

[ . People. * ■ •• .' 

I A, Yes. . ^ / • 

*V^ VS^youa-afemherj&f^tbft'BiJiti&.Gtt^ ' . 

!' -rf. Yes. '* •• . > 

1 i^ Delegate from what fociety ? ' 

A* From the Canoiigate Society. <. , • . r- ;;■ 

j^ Did you a6t in any particul&r offi&e in the ConveotiiMr? 
A* I fometimes a£ted as 'Aifeftant Secretary. . . . . : , • 

:^ Whp'^Ife affiftcd the Secretary .? r .. . 

A, feveral perfons. * .... 

ij i^ Wer^ thf^re any ^erfbnft^ha.f wrote i!iortf*lnnd anC t6dk 

down the debates ? ' . . " 

^* Yes, my brother. i '^ 

\ X . .^ :Look at thefe MkiUtes^-ind^ fefe^ ifyon can' find' yotur* oii^ 

' " hand-writing? •; " • i - . : 

.^. iYies* .:''--.'• '--•' .'•.••.• ^* .*:. 

j^ Did you take down, to the beft of your abilities, what 'dit!'' 
really pafe in the C<ftfcventiQn f . . .1. .. . " . 

A, I certainly would take nothing down that I thought impfc^en 
Q^ And you would take doWh.iMhirig^ bat whRtpaffcd ^ 
-4. No. . ' ^\ . ■ ••'.;•. 

Q^ Do you rec<jll^t£t^ if.it ww the: prrfftfcc', at the commeatcmcht 
of the meeting, to read over the fcrqii^of ^ Minliter ? ' 

A. I have^feen it'done fomecitnfs^ and fom^imes-natj \ 

• Q^Oo ypATccoIlejft whfitbef'it Mras evet ufual to cortt^t them 
upon readiitg them over ? , . • ; :- 

.<f.; I nhiftki; J tecolleft one tilghit^ tabcre were fome (^rre6tTons# 
L Q^ Are you acquainted with that Gentleman ? * 

^' A. I have had the honour to fee Mr. MflrgsformftfiyiimGi^ and 

£^^ been in his eompany* 

Q^ Was he a Member of the Convcntiozf > 
-^.'cYcis, " . ■•", 

Q^&ve you heard him fpeak ? i 

' A* Yes, I have heard him propofe motions* 



•Q^Di(f you ever-Tee him a6t as Chairman ? « • 

A. I cannot recolleft to a certafnty, whether Jie was or tioti 
Q^ Do jy>u recolSe6i any motion hi the Coaventiott with refpedf^ 
to a union between £ngfe,nd and Scotland ? ^ ^ . 

fu4>I /ecoileft the union with the. Sofcieties df the Friends of the 
People in England. . . : 

(^ Read that? 

jf. (Reads.) Margaret moved, thai a Committee be apporntccf td 
confider.* • 

A, I don't recoHe£t that. ■',:../. 

<J^ Whofe hand-writing is it ? 
u^. ItcUicvc it is^Mr. Aitdiefon's. 
Q^^You retoUeft there was fuch a motion ? 
A. Yes, that there was a union to take place between the Englii&f 
Ibcietie^ and the Scotch. 

-JQ^ Bo yda remember any iflotion^ing made of a Convention of' 
Emergency ? 
A. Yes. 

.^l^ Dp ytiti reni ember any thing about the purpofc of that Con- 
Teniion i of the events in which they were to meet ? 

A' To remonftrate to Parliament againft a Bill, fuch a^ a Con- 
vtnntjnBillt j - . .. ' 

Q^ Wcrfi th^re any particular perfoni who made a motion rcfpeft- 
itgitA ^ 

A* J bicliet'e k was under by Mr. Callendaf. 
(Rrnds Mr. Calkwdar's motion), 
Qj^ IJo fm recoiled that thaq motion was made ? 
* A. Ves, k is my hand- writing. -.• ' ' 
Q^ D o y ti rcmc mber the evtnt? th^ t were to happen . 
-A: 'That, in cafe of a Gonventifcrf *Bitti they were tO tecct in-orcl^r 
to t! raw tip a reniGn (trance to Parliament. ' ■ 

Q^'SVaa any other event otentiolttied'? any thing about the Habeas 
Corpm A£l ? ••. ■ > , ' . . / i. \,. • ' 

aA- 1 lilJa'Tat prefentrecoIfe6t. - '^ 

^ Q^Do you recoHedl any thing about a foreign invaiion, or any 

iJing about foreign troops i .,•.:. c 

^. Ye!i, about the Heflians and Hanoverians being broughtover. 
Q^ You fpoke about Mr. Caiiendar's motion : when was it taken 
up? the next day? , *f 

A. I cannot (ay. 

% Q^Was 
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Q^' Was tlic Corivcntiofl ufed to take notice of the motions t( the 
time they were made, or did they lie over i 

A- They generally laid over. 

Q;^ Was that motion of Mr. Callendar*s taken up tiftefwards > 

A. I cannot fay. 

Q^ Was thfere any debate about Mr. Ctillendar*s motion rcfpeft- 
ihg the Convention Bill ? and, recollect yourfelf before you give an 
anfwer. 

A. I cannot be pirticulaf . 

Q;^Were there any amendments propoffed to that mot ion' > 

A. I believe there were* * " . 

Qj^ What Tdfolution was tome to in confequence of the amend- 
toent? * ' ' 

A. 1 don't know particularly ; I don't recoil e£l. 

Qj_ Is that yoiir writing ^ 

A. Yes (reads). Citizen Sinclair read the amendments upon Ci- 
tizen Calendar's motion ; and then there comes fome other perfon*t 
luting ; and, it was agreed, that the houfe Ihould refolve itfelf int<>. 
91 Coxhmictee^ to coniider of the amendments propofed % the Conven- 
tion being refutiied, ahd the amendments being read over, the mem- 
bers fiood upon their legs^ and foiemnly and unanimoufty paffcd the 
ft»flowing rcfolution. 

Q^ Now recolle6t yourfelf, and tell us what paffed at that time. 
iVas it a refolution upon Citizen Callendar's motion ? 

A, -Yes. \ 

5^ Now recolIe6t what that motion was ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

(^ Look if it is mentioned there ? 

A. No, there is a blank page follows it. The refolution then 
pafied, was Veferved to be entered *till the cad pf the Minutes* 

Lord Miiocate. It is very material that the Jury ihould take 
dijrwn thefe words ; for it is that Upon which I ftiall found a very 
material part of what I fliall have to fay to them. Repeat it again, 

A. I think the Refolution that waj then paffed, was left to be 
-rntered at the laft part of the Minutes. 

Q^Look, and fee if you find any more blanks ? 

A. I believe there are not (looks over the Minute;)- Yes, here 

» blank of four lines. \ 

Do you rctncmber any prdpofal being made ab JUt burning any 
F . part 
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part of the written evidence, or deftroyiog any modonor fefoLutioxv 
the Convention had come to ^' ^ ^ 

A. No, I don't recollect. 

Q^ Do you. know Mr. Aitchefon ? 

A. Yc8. 

Q^ Do you recollect any ob^ftion being made by him to burniBg. 
6r deilroying any refolution that they might Have comd to } 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Do you recolleft any other perfon^ aMemberof that Convene- 
tion, objefting to that meafure ? 

A. I do nor recolle£l any fuch things 

Mr. Burneu Do you remember a motion being made for a SecflK' 
Committee ? 

A. Ye«. ^ f 

Mr. Solicitor G'eneraL Who was it that propoftd that rnotton^ 
vwhich paflfed folemnly and unanimoufly ? 

A. I cannot fay, 

^ Did the Me^nbers all Hand up when that motion pafTcd fo fo* 
lemnly ? 

'A. I don't recollect 5 but I fiiould fuppofe fo, from wha^ is v^ritten 
here. 

; ^ Do you rcnfiember any thing about declaring before God and 
the world, any thing I 
* A. I cannot fay. 

^ Do you remember any thing that was (aid! atout calamitout - 
circumftances ? . . 

A^ No ; there was a refolution in cafe of a Convention BilU 

^ Do you remember any thing about paying no regard to fuck, 
an a6t if it paflcd > 
' A. I never would agree to that, • 

^ Do you remember any fpeech or motion, being made as t# 
what the Convention were to do, upoa the meeting being dif« 
perfed ? 

A, If they were difperfed, they were to meet iA another place. 

^. Who was it that fpoke with regard to that j did Mr. Mar- 
garet fay anyjthing, or make a fpeech upon that fubje£t ? rccolleci 
yourfelf. 
« A. I cannot recoUeft. 

^ Was it debated ? Was there any difference of opinion upon that 
fubjeft? 

A. I cannot recolleft. 
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^. Do you remember any motion being aoiaile trith regard to* it ^ 
Ml I believe th^re was. 

^ Was it Mr. Margarot that made the motion } . " * 

jf . I am not Very certain whether he did or nor^ but I rather fuf« 
peft he did. 

^ Look, at that paper ^a motion for appointing a place of meet* " 
2ng)r pid you ever fee that paper before ? 
j4. Yes, in this Court. 

i^ Do you recolle6^ fuch a motion being made, attd if Mr#tMar«'' 
j^arot was the perfon that made it ? . » 

>alYcs. ^ 

J^ You faid fometime ago tW you a^ed as Clerk in the Oazet- 
ieer Office, and that your brother tOok notes in Ihort-hand. o£ the 
debates in the Convention $ nqny, were they printed ^ 
Ji, My brother took the notes; 
^ Did you read them } 
4. Yes, after they were printed; 
i^ So far as you yourfelf read> were they accurate f 
A. They were pretty exa6t. 

(^ Was any thing faid^ fo far as you retnember, in the printed 
|)aper whibh hdd not pafled in the Convention ? 

J. I cannot fay. * 

^ Wa^ the ftatement given in the Gazetteer accurate of thofe 
piotioiis and refolutioni which you yourfelf heard ? 
Ai I believe they were. 
i^ Do you recolleft any fpeech by Mr. Margarot, or any body 

elfe, in which fpies were mentioned I 

• • - ■ . ■•♦ 

A. No, I do notk 

ia^ Who is the manager ot the Gazetteer } 

A*, Mr. Scott. * 

^ This is a paper which is printed in the Gazetteer Office, I 

iuppofe ? 

A, It looks like it. 

^ Is it a copy of the Gazetteer } 

^. Yes. 

George Rofs^ crofs examined by Mr. Margarot. 

^ Are yoiL a judge of fedition ^ • 
A», I don*t know what fedition is. 

Fa ' ^Havft _^ 



f- i^ Have yoii any' idea of treafon ? ' 

A» Yes, I have, • ^ 

^ What is 3)raur opiwotl of loyalty ? 
r A, lioyalty is certainly to be tftte^t» the conftit?ation W^' the 
country. " ' 

. r^ Have you evcrTceu any thing ih my Iwlavrour of^aTSditious 
tendency ?^ ^ - ^ •. ] 

A, I don*t know what fedition is > if yoa wi& tellmc 'What'fedt-' 
ion is, I will tdil jba* ^ ij 

• ^ That iii a difficult thing ; it' fee«ft- ti<>bedy » agreed ttpbii that 
Mere. Have you -ever feen me behave in an outrageotis iiktecent i 

j»ann«r>:: .....:_>' '' ' • 

' X No; you exprcited^a wifl^ ti^fiaYe gtievaibrces fedirfeffeJ. 

^. Did I ^vfcr.BXBnefe a wifh to'otctturtrtfittSiiftitution,^ Ctt 
bring it back to its wriginal purity ? '' ** 

A, To brmg it back to its original puriiy.. • - . "- 

^ Did I ever exprefs a wilh ifi throw every. tRiD^ into cbhfiinon^ 
or to obtain a nefem in Pirlfeiti^nt ? - it.'. 

A, That was what you alwayu wifliedj to petition fof i 'reform* 
\.^M* Was iby bichavWar cbnfomrnt to tuf profeffions in: |tiia« 
refpeft ? '"•-,' - 

A. Yes. 

^ Have you ever ftfea' me cirwik? ' J 

X, Never. • ■ ' " " .J 

^ Have you cveT feen me in apaflionf . ' . 

A. I aever;did»:.- 

^ Have I ever had any revSing of what ha» here been cafled'tfefe 
Minutes of the Convention in the Office of the Gazetteer? 

A, Never that. I kn6w of. 

^ Among your ideas xA the Convention of Emergency, did yoir 
miagine that that CcMivention was to proceed to open force, or iwiicr' 
ihat it was to meet to deliberate ? 

A. To meet and to petition Parliament for a fcdrcfs of grifejp^ - 
ances. * ' 

^ You heard me, it feems^, mention fpics; did I evef expfefW 
any fear of them ? * 

A, .No, I don't recDllc6t hearing you^mehtadn fpic^ 

^ I uadcrftood that you faid fo ? 

4. No. 
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J^. I5id yew ©sr^rfcp apy thing in the CoBvcnti<m'but what lyat 
perfectly peaceable and orderly ? 

A* I never faw any member biehave <Kforder.ly or unpcaceably, 
^ ^ Were there not fome regulations drawn yp for the ' mof e or- 
derly regulation of the Committee:^? \Vas not that the hufinels' which 
we firft fet about ? * ♦ 

A. I don't fecoIle6^ exa£ily ; but I thin^ tHefv was a Committer 
of regulation. 

^ The queftion I am going to put, will require your recoUeftica 
;V^d the attentiqa of the Jury^ Have yoti ever heard any man de- 
clare himfelf my enemy ? 

A, I have heard feveral pe(^le decide themfclves cricq[\ie& to us^ 
9& the.Britifli Convention, but i ciuinot condefcend tp recoUedt any 
particular per fon. ' 

^ Was-you in the ^herifPs Office the fame ^ay that I \hi\ • 

-4. Yes. 

J^ Did you hear me conv^if^ .with .^j of the n^cifengftrg 
there? 

4- I recolleft being in the Sheriff Clerk's Chanafcer \vhen t];icrf 
fl^ere fom€ meffengcrs there ; piie of ;h^m aiwi you had Cqxoc words,. 
•' Jj, What did he fay > 

A, I don't recoUeft the particular word he faid, but I kno\v.hc 
faidfomcthing which I thought improper at the time^ | thinks" it 
was one* Lyon, if I recolleft ri^t, 

i^.' You marmot rccoUc^l what that man faidf 

X No. 

^ What was the fubjeft^rf the difpute; ycfti fay 0i^rp wwe words 
pafled between usf 

A. I believe the fubftance of it was his manner of feizing you; 
that he wouid not fhcw you the warrant he had to tak$ you up, or 
Something of tha^ 

^ And have you eaatirely /argot hisexpeffion^ 

-rf.Yes. 

^ You have been aiked about burning -or deftroying a motioa^ 
J>id you ^vet hear nxe fay any thing to that purpofe i 

A. No. ' 

^ Di4 you fjiy J^ >vas ,cho(ep a member of the Secret po^aut* 
jtee? 

A* I cannot fay, 

jg^ Did that Secret Committee .ever jsid to your knowledge ? 

wf - N.^ that I J?:»ow of, «. 

F| ^Har# 
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^ Have ybu ieen me a£t as prefes or chairman } 
A. I am npt Tcry certain. 

^ What is the bsfincfs of a Prciident of the Convcntioa } 
A, To keep order. 

^ Is he merely to reguiate the behaviour or the fpcech of tiie 
Convention ? 
A. Merely to regulate the behaviour of the Convention, 

^ His powers go no further } 

A. No. " '. . 

^ It appears that the blank that is left in the Minutes, that thq 
writing juft before it is your hand-writing ? 

Af No ; that was another blank for four lines, 

V . fVilllam Rgfs ivfoxn. 

*Afr. Burnett. What profeflion are you of? 
A. Clerk in the Gazetteer Office. . " 

^ Was you a member of the meeting of the Friends pf tlii: 
IPeople. ? ^ 

. • A, Yes. , *" 

^ Was you a member of their fopiety when it got the nam^ of 
tthe Britilh Convention ? 
A. Yes. 

^ Was Mr. Margarot a mctnber ? 

A. He was there, and I underftand him to be a Member. 

^ Do you know who afted as Secretary to the Committer { 

A. Mr. Skirving. 

:gj Had Mr. Skirving any afliftance ? 
. ' A. 1 have feen niy brother taking notes, 

j^ Did you ever take notes ? 

A. Never as affiftant to the Secretary. 

^ And what was your reafon for taking notes I 

A. For my own amufement, and for publication, 

^ Do you write Ihort-hand ? 

A. Yes. 

^. Did you take them iii Ihor^-hand upon any occafion ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Kecolleft,. if what you took down, was a^ accurate ftatenient, 
as far as your abilities went, of what pafTed in the Convention } 

A, I don't know whether it was an accurate ftatement ; I did not 
make it wilfully not inaccurate j I was taken with a cold, and di<^ 
not hear well, ' n 
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Lord'Jufiice Clerk. You wifbcd to make it accurate > 
A, I did not wilh to ma]ce it inaccurate. 
^ Were they afterwards publifhed in the Gazetteer ? 
A» Yes, from the notes that I took, J dre.w out an aQcounti .whicii ' 
was publiflxed in the Gazetteer, * 

•^. Does it-confift with your knowledge, that the Minutes wcrt 
read over to the Convention, tkg next day after ? 
A. No. •' 

^ Had you occaiion to revife your nptes in the .Gazetteer after 
tt^ey were thrown off'? 
XYes, 

^ Bid it appear to l)e aa accurate flatement of what had paffed 
In the Convention ? 

A. Exactly, as far as I recoUe6^. 

^ Have, you ever had occaiion to fee the fcroli of the Minutes of 
<he Convention > ihould tou ^ow them agam if you fkould fee 
them? 

• A. 1 liave fcen them lying there. 
^ Should you know your brother's hfmd- writing^ 
jf. Yes, 

^ Was Mr. Callendar a member of the Convention^ . 
A. He ufed vto attei^d there. 

^ !Did you ever hear any thinjg of ^ motiQn.maic by him refp^/ft^ 
ing the Convention Billf 

A> I recollect fuch ^ motion being n)^d# jn the Convention* 
^ Who was it made by ? 
A» I am not certain. 

^ Do ybu remember hearing a debate iipQn.thip motion EefpeA* 
ing the Convention Bill ? 

A J recollc^ ther^ was a debate upon tfiat mo^on, bt^t I doii'jC 
recoIle£^ the particulars. 

^ Do you remember any thing meittioned in 'that debate tjt^ 
Speaking a Convention of Emergency ? 

A> I think it was at the fame time that the Convention of Emer- 
gency was mentioned. 

^ Do you remember any other event in whi^ cafe jc was to 
take place ? ' 

A, I don't rccollcft. 

^ Do you remember any thing having been fafd about a fo^reiga 
^nvafion in that debate ? ' 

Af 2 b^jieve there was fomething faid ^bout a fori^ign invaiion. 
y 4 ^ An 
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J5i Are you furc nothing was fai4 as to a French invftfion f 

^. No. '• 

^ Was any thin^ faid about Heffians and HanovcHans ? 

^ I don't rccoUcft that, it was in g^^cral troops, and foreign in- 

vaiion. 

^ Was .any thing feid of fof eign trpops lending in ti^is coun- 
try ? 

4^ I believe there was, but I cannot fay J heard mention made of 
both. . ' ■ ; - * 

^. Did you \\t2x of the IJabca$ Corpus Adi ) 
ji. Yes, on the fame occafion. 

^ Pq you remember any motion, or any fpcech haying been 
made with i*cfpe6l to the difperfion of the fleeting, and what was to 
be done in that event ? 

A. l*recolfca fprnexhipg being faid about the difperfion of the 
Meeting; that if they were illegally difmiffcd, the Convejiiioii 
ihould meet'. 

lord Jujiice Clefk. I}o you mean jhe Convention pi EnicrV 
gency ? 
A. I fuppofe it meant the Members then prefent. 
Q^Do,you recoUea: who it was that fpoke with jregardtp this 
difperfion of the meeting ? 

A. A number of pcrfons fpoke, ^nd I don-t recolleft who it was, 
' C^ Did Mr. Margarot make a fpcech upon that futject ? 
A. I think he did, - 

Q^Did you hear of any motion })eing pade with regard to a Se- 
cret Committee ? ^ • 
A. Yes. 

Q^ How many did it confift of ? 

. A. I don't recolle£l the number. • ' 

(^^ Do you remember who made the motion ivith regard to it } 
, A. I don't r^colle6t. v ~ ^ 

Q^ Was Mr. Margarot a member of thp Secret Committee ? 
A. I don^t recollect whether he was or not, 
Q^ Look at that paper j did you fee it in f he ConveiJtion at any 
time ? 
A. I never did. 

Q^ Did you hear that motion jpade for a Convcptioo pf Em?r-r 
gency ? 
^. I recolle6t a motion ^b ^hat; purpofe hi^vins; teen made. 

Q^D» 
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Q^bo you rcmpmbpr .?ny t^ing of 9 Sepret Committee b^n|>fp« 
pointed ? 

A. Yei. 

Q^ Was Mr. Margarot a member of k ? 

A. I do ixot recollect. 

Q^ (Shews him three Gazetteers.) Look if they were pub- 
jMied at your Office ? * " 

A. Yes. ' . 

Lord Jufiice Clerk. Were thjefe p^bliQations known .to the Con- 
ycfttion ? . * . 

A. They were to individuals in die Gnnvention. 
^ Qi. Was it never mentbned in the Convention that it wafi to be 
fiublilhed? , " 

' A. It was mentioned that ^ account of th*e proceedings of the 

ponvemion were to be publifhed, but I don't recoUe6t th|t thmt wa$ 
^n the Convention. * 

Lord EJtgi'ove, Wa$ theft ao v^fetutitti In the CoUTentiJh to jfbp* 
port that paper ? 

A. There was fome motion to that purpo^, but 1 ^n't recolteft 
^ refohition being come to upjoa it. 

fpilliam Rofs crofsrC5camJncd by Mr. Marg/zrdt, 

Q^You took notes for the purpofe of publilhing them in the 
pazetteer. Did yo^ pyejf (ubmit thef<j note* to me before tljey 
werepublilhed ? 

A. J never did. 

Q^ You fey you was as^ccura^e as ppflible I 

A. I dont know that I was inaccurate* " ^ 

Q^ Are you hard of hearing } 

A. I was at that tin)% an4 ftill do continue a little fo. 

Q^ Was there ever any talk in the Convention of our Goftve'ii?^ 
tion of Emergency being for the purpofc of aiTiftin^ the FrencJ^ if 
they invaded this country ? 

A, I never heard of fuch a thing. 

Q^ Did ii^eh a thing ever entejr your head J 
* A. No. 

Q^Nor any body elfe, in their fenfes, I belieVe* Vou hajrc 
*heard of a Secret Committee. Do you know whfether that Secret 
pommittw ever did any thing ? 

A» I nc?et beardrof tl^eir do^g apy thiogj 
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Q^ 'What wa$ the mode of appointing Committees ? 
A. The geaera! mode was, that they were appointed by the St^ 
jlions. 

Q^ Was tliere not among the regulations of the Convention, one 
which exprefsljr .enjoined on fnch Members, as ihould be chofen to > 
aoiy office, to accept of the fame ; that is to fay, that it barred them 
jarefiifal? 

^. I think I haye a recollei^ion pf that, but I am not pofitive. 
Q^. You fay I made that motion for the Convention of Emergear 
cy* Did I propofe to repair to .that Convention arijied ? 
' A. I did n<^ hear any thing of that fort,. 

Q^ Did I propoCb carrying on, by that means, any correfpondenet 
with any foi^ign c^m^, from whom w invaifion was to be ex« 
pcaed? * . 

A. No. 

{2^ Mte the Gazetteer fubmkted ta the Convention before it. was 
publifbcd? 

4. That was hnpofixble. 

Q^Theri tfiey did not fupcrintend the publication of the Gazet* 
tecr? 
A. Surely not, 

(^ Did they ever order the printing of the Gazc^^eer } 
A. No* 

f^ At whofb expellee was it carried on ? 
A. At the expence of the publiiher, Mr. Scott. 
Q^ The Convention never furnilhed any thing towards the ex^ 
pence of the printing > 
A. Never a farthing. 

Q^ Then it was carried on tptally independent of the Convem- 
tion ?^ 

A. I underftoo<J it to be fo. 

^ It fecms that you recognize the fcroU of what is here deno-^ 
minated the Minutes of the Convention ; cJould you fwear to it ? 

A. No, bccaufe I npvcr faw it till I faw it in the Sheriffs Cham, 
her. I have fecn a fcroll of Minutes lyjng upon the table, but 1 
nevtr perufcd them, 

Q^ Does there appear to be any alterations, or interlineations ia 
that pretended fcroll ? • 

A. I have feen the pen drawn through foine words. 
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Q^ ft appears then, that you know nodimg at aH about that 
^croll* . ^ 

4.. No, I never pcrufcd any of it till I faw it ui the SheritTa 

^hi^mbcr. . * . • 

Q^ When the iUega} difperlion of the Convention wa£ (pqf^e of 
i|[i the Convention, did you thereby upderibMd a ()H]^nbn (Sf thfc 
Convention in a cbnftitutional manner, accorcMng tc/the laws of the 
^d, or did you underfland a difper&ne of it by force, unaided by 
Jaws? . "i 

E \ A. I underftood the difperfinjj of Ijt without iaw, 

f Lord Advocate^ Did you underftand^ that, by the -^ords HTfgat 

k di/perfion, was meant any difperfion by the ^agiftrates of *£din» 

burgh, or the Sheriff of the county ? 

A. I underftood it meant a difperfion wjt^jobj anjj law. 
Iff. Margarot, What is your opinion of Magiftratcs ? arc they 
^o a£t according to law, or do you apprehend there is a* code of lawa 
p thb country whTch is to be the rule of their condu^ ? r 

A. I underftood that the Magiftrates were to a6t according to 
law; and diat if the^ did difperfe th^ CotLvc:d!tion^ it woul<i bf 
without law. 

John Wordlaio was fuiorn^ but of gearing to be intoxicated^ wan 
order fd to withdraw* 

hord Advocate^ If we may judge from the appcaranicc bf tWs ina% 
he is in a ftate of intoxiqation, and certainly very unfit to be exa* 
mined in a Court of Juftice, as a witnefs % \ ihoutd thereS^e, were 
his evidence never fo material, avoid examining him ; but before I 
^gree to give him up, I wiih to be fatisfied whether it is the real 
Aate of the man at this moment, or whether, which is poffible, it 
piay be a mere pretenqe, and an appearance put on by himfelf, on 
purpofe to avoid being examined ; if your Lord lliip will allow him 
to be called hack again, and put fuch opeftions to him as may be 
deemed proper, that the Jury and your X'Ordfliips may be fatisfied 
>vhether he is fo or not. 

Lord Henderland, to the Macer. Did ybu obfeiye any thing padi* 
- pular in the appearance of this witnefs in the morning ? 

A. He appeared to be the fame in the morning that he is now^. . v 

the witnefs called in again, 
f/>rd Advocate, Was you inclofed this morning, at the fam* ^une, 
V^ith the other witneifes \ 
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4:i^^ve.3rou got wyprovifion fiace yc^ ^p^t ijlto ^t rfoi* ? 
A. Yes, * 

Q^Have jDtt got .^ U^QT 2 
A. Yc«. 

<3^ A,ny CQjafi4pniblc quajitity * 

it None.at all. 

J/^d MwcLte. Pe fays hg is' no^ in liquor, thcr-efow, w^ may^jw^.- 
^ed tp^j^aminehim. . * 

Q^ Was you a Member <tf the Brkifh CpnvcntiGn ? " . ' 

A. Yes, J had the hoiiDur to bfe'a Deljeg^te. ^ 

iQ^Did yoiii frccjuentiy attend the meetings <>£ th^ Cpnvcntion? 

Aj Yes. \ \ 

Q^^ Did you iBver affift: as Se^ret^ry there, upoji any p^cajion \ 

A. Never. ' ' ^ • ' 

Q/J)id yoii wjitc.any p^n^tes of the mcetbg at th?t t««e> 

A. Whe^ I wasc^led upon to 4o fo, J did. 

Q^Did-itliapp^^t'apy tij»e? v 

A. Y«, c«c5. 

Q^ Hafe yoM fcen the paijnel at aiiypf tbofe meedttgs \ . 

A. Yes. 

.(^Pid yoj^ i?ver|^ec.Ww .a& as Prefes, or. Chairman »t thi^ 
pfieeting? 

A. No* ' . \ 

Q^ Look at that, and fee wjiofe hani-wri^jisg it \\ * 

4^. I believe it is my writing. 

Q^.\Vl\Q gave you that motion j? ^ 

A. I wrote it myfelf. \ 

Q^ Who propofed it to you ? \ 

fL. I propofed it myfclf. i 

IQ^ Did you wriic it by defirje of ai?y bo^Jy I 

A. Nb. , ' 

Q^ What is your profeflion ? 

A* ^ writer. ^ 

Lord ^V0cate, Are you in afty vriti^g-chamber f 

A. I am a writer, and that is enough. 

hord EJkgrpiie. In whofe chamber. ^o you write ? 

A. That is not the queftion, my Lord ; ypu don't fpe?k to fh« I 

, ^int ; you mull fp^jik to the point, my Lord. | 

Ijord Ad'vocate, Did you fecond the motion ? ^ 

A. Yes, I counted ij a lapdabje and proper motion. 
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A- 1 did it myfelf, of my own frtfe wffl* 

Qj^ Did Mr. Margarot report that motion ? 

A. I believe he did ; becadift It virtis )tM inotion ; tni I WXtJte 'it^ 

ted fdcoitdedj ib. 

Qj. Did yoff fee Mr. Maf g»«Jt ft g^ »^ ? 

A. I don't recoUea his figning it ; I don't rccplfeft ^(totiiW h^ 

wrota it or not. Mr. Margarot is a man of courage, and ajnaii 

of heGKHir^ all4 a/ntan of virtim ? asd'ti ttiaft tl^at wonkl-not Htny his 

word- -by Ood. .. 

I ^'^ Lbrd'^ufiice Clerk. What is that yott fay ? .: . 

^ A. I ftid he would not deny his word. . . 

Lord Juftice Clerks But you faid fomcthing c^e. . » 

A. I faid by God. ' \ \ * 

. Lord jufike Clerh He k «ifherdrunk,oraffe6kintgtobrAEinL 

ily own opinion is,, that he is , aidOTe^g. to be .dronk ; <aad« 

fuppofing he h not affecting dru'nkennefe, he e^giii MC tto^^at 

drunk, knowing th^t he was to b^ called hw» as'a witnelSl 

Lord Uenderlc^nd. % moYfti that.he.be^conuBk^ad «» priM ftr a 

iibnth. ? 

/& w^j committed. 

'tafrtuet Paurfon Twora. 

M-. SoUcitor General, Are you aMembdr.«f the BritifcCdlttTeit- 
tion ? 

A. Yes, pf the Conyendon that fat on the 19th of Noveisber^ 

Q^Was it called" the Britiik Convention? 

A. it got that name afterwards. 

Q^Tou was acquainted with Mr. CaUcnd«r^ who was alfo 9 
jWtemfaer of that Convention > 

''A. Yes. . 

Q. 'tVas you ever prefcnt^ in the CgnvefitionyWhen a motian was 

«iadc 'by him ? 
' A. 1 cannot rccoUeft. '^ 

,^ Do ybu rememberiL motion being made of what* the Con^scn* 

tion were to do in cafe .of. a HU being brought into parUapwr Wcc 

the Convention BUI that paiTed in Ireland ? ,: 

A. I was not there when that motion was difcuffcd. - > ^ 
^ Was you ever prefcht. when any motion of a fiJBilar nature w» 

■difcultcd> " 

9 ^Wi 
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i^ Was yM ever prefent at any time when the mbiwn #3s atiicfe 
tfcfpcftiiig the illegal difpeifioa ? 

J. No. r" 

i^ Is that paper your haadr writing # - - 

u^. Yes, it is not only ligned by me, but th6 body of it was ^rawif 
lip hf the fedtion to which I belonged, aaid'wai % me tranfmltted 
^0 the Contention.' 

. Sapiuel PaterfoHy clro(s-6xammed by Att, MarganU 

^This motion or paper, or whatever it is, was drawn up inyou^ 
dafsand brought to the CohventioA. Was it ever re^in thft^ 
Convention 3^ * \' 

A. AH that i catf fiiy for thtsr paper fe, that it was draVft up by 
the cl»fs to vfhich 1 belonged, and was informed that if was delivered 
tS thcTrefes for the time bcingj and I was not there that night ; % 
was only Inhere 'fouf nights altogether, and perhaps, ohee or tWic<^ 
only (rea^ ^e nlin'ate?.) 

Lord Juflice Cierk. Bid yoti give it in yourfelf # 
, if; I. am irtt eertainj 'there w^ always ^ return made every 
^1^ of a new Prefes for the fucceeding day ? ,' * 

Mr. Margarot. And you cannot tell to whoni it was delivered ? 

A, It was delivered to the fecretary I fuppofe, 

^ How are you Certain It was delivered, if you was not prefent at 
<bc time of th« delivery -> — 

Ai I arrt not certain of it. . . 

^ Gentlefhcii, fJVa^ Attend to this: % what authority did the 
daifes or the fe6lion8, or whatever they may be thought proper to ' 
be called ; by what authority did £hey draw up any motion or -paper? 
Wa»rt by the etprefs command of the Convention, or was it an au* ! 

tjxority that they affiinfied of therhfehres^ as meaning to fend their in^ 
tentions, their opinions, to the Convention there to be difcuflcd ( I 

A. It vc^as gteneratfy by £he authority of tire Slinutes from' th6 
Convention the preceding night ; but that paper was, as fkr as 1 reco(-» j 

left, drawn up without any Minutes having been fent by the Cott* 
tention. 

i^ You (ay this Mras drawn tip by tie clafs without any interfe*' 
rence of the Conrention ? 

j|. As far «s my memory will cTiarge me, that was the cafe. 

^ Tou W8» otiginally a member of the Friends of tW People, 

and 
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and then a Delegate ta the Bfkifli Cdiventioliy an(d I uodei^aiid j^ 
hsive receded from them ? 
X Yes. • 

\^ I muft bcfg to A one queftioa. Does a referta in FkrAasQcM 
appesu^ kfs aeceflary to you at prefent than it did then ? 

A. I muft appeal to the court whether that is |i proper ^piefliotf 
or not* ^ 

X^^ y^Ji^^ Cleri. We have glren fdi (ieitpe ti tl» Pannel, be<» 
caufe.he is a foreigner ; but when a.witnefs refufes to anfwor a quef^ 
tioi^thjat is uot proper^ we are bound to iay he need not, usikls ho 
choofes. 
. Mr. MargcaroL I will not prefs upotia foreplap^. 0o yoo 
Imow that that was read in the Convention ? *» ' '^' 

A. I do not Jknow ; I was not th^re that night when the qiieftioa 
was debated. , /, , * 

Lord Advocate. With the deckration of the Pannel^ we Aall 
now clofe the evidence on the part of the profecution*' 

The Declaration of the "Pannel recti* 

Maurice Margarot, merchant in Mary-le-bone, N*. lo* High 
Street, London \ being, examined and interrogated, whether he wait 
a member of the Britifli Convention of the Delegates of the Pco-. 
pie, alTociated to obtain univerfal ruffrage and annual Parliaqcients, 
aflembled in Edinburgh ; declares, that he does not acknowledge 
the legality of a private examination, and declines dnfwering the 
queftion ; and being interrogated from what place or diHri^t he is a 
Delegate to the faid Convention, declares, he declines to anfwer the 
queftion, JFor the rcafon above fpecified ; and being interrogated whe- 
ther he has made any motions in (aid Convention, and of what 
nature, he declares he muft decline anfwering the queftion, for the 
reafon above fpecified. And being Ihown the paper, iigned Maurice 
Margarot and John Wardlaw, of the tenor following : That the mo- 
ment of any illegal difperfion of the prefent Convention fhall be 
confidered as a fummons to the Delegates to repair to the place of 
meeting, appointed for the Convention of Emergency by the Secret. 
Committee, and that the. Secret Committee is inftru6ted to proceed 
without delay to fix the place of meeting. 

(Signed,) MAUarcE Margarot* 
John Ward^aw. 

At 



Mi llMiig ^tAi if he aaltf ah}r rhotkm iii Ofic^ Cohyerit^ot! id^ 
night, or any other time, muft decline anf\v6fmg tbtf queftibii, fo^ th^ 
teafb^i above-lhentioned. And being interrogated if hcf cittatd 
S(^tk|il<2 H the invttntioa, ef anj perfon or perfods in M^ cdiiitry^ 
declares he muik 'dedtne anfxteiing this or any other qUefli4n$, fof 
1^ ]reftlbii'aboT« ^ecified ; and this he declares to be. truth/ 

This declaration was made and read over to him, iii the prefehc^ 
«§• W^lwi J&oott) of Harrjr Daridfon, and Jofeph l^rihgk. 

, .. (Sigi«d,) William Scot*T. 

IJARJRT DAVIDSdtri 

, , Joseph PRmcBfe. ^ 

Lard ^Jlfce Gl^k* ifowis yoiir .time>.Mr. Margarot^ to Wag 
forward yottrexGi^lpatory proof. 

Mr, Ma^aYoti How can I bring forward my exculpatory wit*» 
]|tff«s when tli^ ^it not prefect) and I am ^ot' granted a c;»p^o£t 
for them. "^ * ' 

Lvrd Juftke Clerh Are thert none of them here ? 

Mr. Margarpt. Yes, my l»ord,,I will firA caM the -Sheriff fub^ ,. 
ftitute/ 

ItviJencc fbr the Punnth 

ffarry Vavi^fm fworn, examined by Mr, I^argarift* 

^ When I was apprehende4 and brought before yoii, did not J 
make o\yeftions with regard ^to the legality of the proce^diAgs ? 

-rf. You did. 

^ Oid not I complain, of the treatment 1 had received in having 
been taken out of my bed at 7 o'clock in the morning, and kept^ 
in a thorn, where there was. not even a chair to fit upon imtil. iivci 
in the arfternoon, as though I had been a criminal and a, felon ? 

A. You mentioned thefe circumftancesj and I think my anfwer 
was, that I was exceiedingly ferry for it ^ but that they had not beea 
communicated to die, or I fhould Jiave taken care that you ihouldbt 
better accommodated. . 

j^ Did I not ftate to you the illegality, as I apprehended, of »f 4 . 
reiling a man without even (hewing, him t>c w^rrjint > 

A, You mentioned that circumftancc. 

jj- Did I not promife you that I would enter 1 procefs sfgaimft 
thofc •proceedings ? 

-J. HiYft 
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^ £Uve t been i^ good fl^ Iny wol-4 ? Jmve ydu .bietn ikml 
^^ith *a protcft ? 



i|^ All I mc^ lo aik you, my Lord i«i whttfiter yrm cduW difccrih 
iay confiifioh> tuttiiilt, or rioti at the meeting at Laing*$ Workflibp 
to the 6th oF ©etember, at your ehtrance ? 

A. There Was no other riot that I ktio^ oi that what tvas ofci 

feafioned by the magi(lrate« inttrfcrifag. " , ' ,^ 

^ ^ Thfen it ^as the magiftrates caufcd the rWt ? very Well, thy 

tord. Was you afeqiiainted \vith the bufineft that thfe Con'ttent'idli 

inrert upon ihit night ? .* * ^ 

A, Noj I know nothing farther than that* it w4^ i &onvcht4dh &r 
aitgal purpofeJj. * 

j^ Do yoif apprehehdi thy Lordj that petitibriirig JP'arliameiit i«* 
illegal?' ' •• • ^' -^ 

A. Doe* ybiir Loindihip think I hfced drifvvfer that f 

LorH yitfiict tikri. I think not* "' 
. Mr, Mi^gtxrt)t, Were ybu hot "told thait^ the Ihtehtidri of the 
' tiiee^hg Was to gortfidet of aii addrefft for a reform ih JParliaiticnti 
• fey pet'uiori to iM King or to that Parliament ? 

A. 1 certaihiy heard fomfc fuch thing. 

45. Whether, upon the preceding liight when 1 vvas ibfentj %Vhea' 
you interrupted the Convention, you was lict Ukewiffe told, that th^ 
bufiiiefs tbfey Were going to proceed upoh Was, whether it woiild 6c 
beft ttt petition the King or the Parliament for a Reform ? */ 

A, That I was told by Afr. Skirving. 

jMr. Margartft. KoW, ihy Lord, comes ft very delicate matter in- 
deed. I mean to call upon my Lord Juflite Clerk* ^nd t hope 
that the <{ueftiohs and the ahfwers Will be given in the moft folemn 
ttianner. .1 have refceived a piece of information whieH I ihall lay 
before the Coiirtj in the cotlrfc of my quefti^iit : firft, my Lord, 
arc ydtt upon ciath? 

Lord Jttftiee ClerL Statt '^otir ^uettions and t will tell ypii . 
whether I wili anfwer them dr hot j if they are proper qucftions I 
will afifwer them* 
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i -^ 'iy\d foi\ ifinjt'»at Mr.'R«)chead*s att' InverleiA in the courfc of 
4aft week > 

Xorci Jiefi/ce Clerk. And what hare you to dd #idi tfhat, Sir'? 
^ Did any convcrfation take place with regard to my trial ? 
• Lord^Juftice Cler/tf^ Go on, Sir,.. ... 

:^'^l)id ydu" ufe tlfcfe' words ;" What ihoufd you think of^ giving- 
'him ai^ handredlaihes, together with Botany Bay ? or words to that 
purpole*?-- ■-.... 

Lord 'Jujiice Clerks- Go ou-j put your ^ueftione^ if you have ^j^Y 
jnore, .,*.:.. 

^ Did any perfon, did a ]ady fay to you that the mol> would not 

'* sillow you, to whip hiiu \ and, my Lord, did. you not iay that theimbly 

lwouId.be the better for lofmg a little blood? Thefe are tfur 

queftionsj my Lord, that I wifli to put to you at prefent iu the^ 

. prefefite of -the C©ur.t ; deny theni or acknp^vled^e them., . 

Lord Jujiice Clerk, Do you think I fkould anfwer qjtteftions of 
that fort, nay Lord. Hendcrland ? , •; 

Lord Hendertand, ^o, my Lord, they do not relate to this trial r 
<^Uftftion8 as tQ fa6i:s,."vyhich are at all matecial to the -charges contain-^ 
t^ i^ this indiftrfient,' my Lord Juilice Glerk is'obliged-toanfwer^- 
but not otherwife,' ..,•.. r, 

Lord^Efgro^e, What may hare been faidin a private conjpaiiy 

* ^nhot m an-jt.way affeft this cafe as to the Pannel at the" bar t it 

certainly cann6t throW any light upon the? fubjeft i> my Lord} T 

^ have concurred in allowing tl^is gentleman; who is a ftranger froiw 

^Ji^ondon, to put fuch guefticsis, as I never before heard of in a Court 

>f JufticcyWherey my Lord,- every fubjed: of this country, the meaa- 

cft ai*d the pooreft that Hands at that baor, may have the afllft^nffe 

«f couttfel lea-riled in the law.- H his fituation wasr fuch* that he 

could n(^t afford" jt, he n[iight Ijave got it by the authority of this- 

Court, which, would have prevented many things that were ftatad 

lipon' the jelevancy. My Lord, there has- not been' a queftion put 

to your LqrdJQiipthat could a^ all avail Mr- Margarot as to his in- 

liocency in this trial, and your Lordfliip very properly ^yaved anfwei;- 

ing them, i am of opinion that you ought not to anfwer queftionp 

.♦f that fort, >vhic|ii cannot kivqlve th4 fote ©f th^e trial i I tl^reforc 

think that it is, not confiflent' with the dignity of tl^ Court, aoid 

"cannot \yk beneficial to the PanneL 

Lmrd SiOinlQn, Any thing that may tend to exculpate him, or 
'tt- jklLcviatfe' 
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alleviate the crime charged againil him, had he propofed queftiont 
of that fort, not only my Lord Jufticc Clerk, but every one of ui 
muft have anfwercd them by the law* of the country ; but 'the an- 
fwer to none of thefe queftions can either tend to exculpate him 
Qr alleviate the offence of which he is accufed. My Lord, not one 
of them are prc^r, nQt one of them are competent, and ought 
not to be allowed to . be put ; and were he not a ftranger to thift 
Country, 1 ihould look upon it as an infulc offered to this Court. 

Lord Duj\finnan» The Pannel is allowed to adduce whai excuU 
patory witneffes he thinks proper; your Lordfhip well knows that 
by the conftant rule of this Court, before the Pannel proceeds with 
his exculpatory proof, he is called upon to ftate the i\ature of that 
proof : he has p>ut queflions to your Lordfhip, and it appears to me 
that no anfwer to thofe que ft ions could in any degree tend to excuN 
pate or alleviate the charges againfl him. \ 

Lordjuflice Clerks Have .you any other wit||iefles? • ^ 
A, It is ncedlefs, my Lord* when I am told that the anfwers. to 
fuch queftions would neither exculpate me nor alleviate the charges 
againft me, but it would have gone, to Ihew the Jury that I was 
pre -judged before my trial came on ; and I did mean indeed to 
have followed it up by another queftion, had you been on your oath ; 
but as you are not, I will not put it. 

Lord Juftice Clerk, Have you any other witneffes to adduce ? 
A, Yes, my Lord. 

Charles Stewart ^ called. 

Lord Advocate, For what purpofe do you call him ? 

Mr, Margarot, To aik him a que ft ion concerning fomething that; 
appeared in one of thefe papers, The Edinburgh' Herald, 

Lord Abercrombie, That is not a paper libeli'd upon. 

Mr. Margarot, No, but it libels me and the frien4$ of a Reform 
in Parliament 5 it is a coraparifon between the Friends of a Reform 
in this country, and the Anarchifts in France, and I want, but I 
• don't fee why I need tell my wants, unleis he is to be called ; I want 
to know from whom it was that he received the original of this letter ; 
chat is a fair n^ueftion that I have a right to afk in any court of 
Juftice, and it is a queftion that ought to be anAvered ; 'tis a papet 
that has thrown an odiutn upon the J^riends of Reform. * . , . . 
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UfibnnJInkAn, This tvbuld lead into fi very cictenfive ficM, iF 
fke Panotl "be allowed to go into an invcftigation of all the writ- 
ings chat have been publifhed* that have thrown, as he. fays, an 
odium upon the Friends of Reform, and ihyre is nothing found* 
ed upon it againft the Pann«l.' 

Ifird Hemierland. This paper is no part of the evidence pro* 
duced againft .Mr. Margaret, othcrwife he might be entitled to en* 
^uire by whom it was put in ; but to go into a qiieftion •? every 
tiling that has been (aid for and againft the Friends of the People 
In the newfpapers, ts totally hrrclcvant to this trial ; for If Mr. Mai-- 
garot has been injured in that ref^eft, the law is open to him, not on 
this triah, but on another occafion, and it can have nothing to do 
Vith this trial 

Lord Swintan, .By an Ad of 1748, it is the prifoncr's duty by 
that Aft of Parliament, to giye in, the night before thfe trial, cft 
fometime before the trial, the fafts upon which he is to found his 
defence, and he ihall be allowed to prove nothing in bis defeiiccr 
but what is contained ii^ that lift of fafts ; bat if what he has wm 
ftated would be material to his defence, I am fure the Lord Advocate 
would allow him to prove h j but there is nothing here that could 
tend either to exculpate or alleviate j it would lead us into every 
thing that has been wrote, pro and con. upon the fubjeft, and who 
It was that gave the foundation for it» and thcfefore I conceive 
it not regolar. 

Lord EJkgrove* I am of the fame opinion j I think it csm be off 
no avail to him upoa the face of th& catch. ^ 

Lordjufiice Qerk. It is very true, ray Lord, that there \% a fta- 
tute of the hte King, and 1 think k was a very proper rule that was 
adopted by that ftatute, a»d I am ferry that it is no more attended 
t9 than it is, and 1 H^ouM be (brry to deny this Panncl any thing 
that could avail htm In his dief«nce, aad ke might have had the ad* 
vice of Scott lawyers or agents, and therefore I am of opinion^ 
that it would only teod to crhninate other people who are not here^ 
ofVare not put upg»i t^eir defence. 

• Mr, Margaret. Then it is needkfs faying any fcuther upon that >. 
k woidd only have tended to clear up the minds of tke Jury, who 
might have received' uAfavoural^ imprefllic^, and which mi^t 
feav« been done away by foiike queftioAS piii tathe prmter > but whidi^ 
perhaps/ foiyie people wouid wifli to &« ea c ou t a fj Bd, ' 

Jamss 
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James Calder fwom. 

Lord Kenderltmd* What bufinef$ arc yoU ? 

A, A friend of the people. 

^ Do you iivc upon that \ 

ji, I Hvc upon my father ponald Calder, merchant in Cfo- 
SXStttic. 

jg. What arc y6)&? 
• ^- (^fterfinii h^mm) I am a ftiidcnt, and attend th« anivfir. 
fity here. 

JExamined by Mr. MargaroU 

^ Were you ever prefent at any of the meetings of the Gene- 
ral Cpnv€Btiflo of Friend« of the People in 1792, and the beginAi^ig 
•f 1793 ? 

A. Not in ^791, but I was a member of the Conventba of 
April 1793. ^ " , 

^ What is your opinion upon the viewi of thofe Conveii- 
dons? 

A. I confider them to be perfectly legal. 

^ What was the purpofe of their aiScmbling \ 

A, To obtain a Reform in Parliament. 

^ Were you ever interrupted in thoie meeting! by the Citif 
IJagiftrates > 
^ A. JTo, as far as I know, I n^vcr was. > 

^ Did you ever hear in the courfe of your communications wifk 
•fl&er people, that the magiftraces deemed tKofe meetings feditious 
find illegal? 

ji No, I never did. 

4J. You don't know of any members of ihofc Conrentions ever 
having been apprehended, in coofec^uence of their being Mt^mbers of 
di0£e Conventions' 

A^ Nq, I never did. 

^ Was yOu prefent at any of the meetings o£ the laft Brittfli 
Convention r 

^ Yes, I was occafipnally. 

^, Was th^re any material difference in the proceedings > 

A> I certainly know of no diflfcrence ; th^re might be fomc little 
^Ufierence in tbeijf aiode ef expreilion- at to the objects they had 
MH view, 

Gj «sWag 
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^ Was the modt •f proceeding in thdfe obje6h*nctrly tlte 
fame > 
^ w<. They were the fame, as far as I know. 

^ Were the one and the other equally void of violence, tum^jje, 
or fedition ? 
. X I never faw any thing of the kind. 

^ Were any feditious doftrincs wtr held or authorifed in thflt , 
Britifh Convention? 

-^. Nothing that I flipuld call (editions myfelf, or that J, ever 
thought feditious. 

^ Did you imagine it to be a part of the people's right to meet 
'n that manner, to petkion P^ariiament or obtain a Reform ? 

^. 1 alvvays under ftood fo. , 

^ Was You prefent when I was (aid to have made the mo- 
tion with refpeft to the union between Scotland and England ? ^ 
' A. I don*t recolleft the time the motion was roadej but I 
think I remember a motion of that defcription. 
, -§: .What was the intention of that motionj if you can recoiled 
any thing of it ; as far as you could infer from the words that it 
was exprelTed in, was there any thing in it of an evil tendency 
with regard to the King and Government of Britain } 

j^. As far as I recolleft, it v^tes a general fort of a plan of opci 
rations between the focTeties lil England and Scotland, 

^ To produce what end ? 

A. To eftablifh a correspondence between the focieties of Eng- 
land and Scotland, upon a conflitutional modp of proceeding t9 
petition tiie Icgiflaturc. 

^ Was you prefent when l(a» he is called here) Citizien Cal^ 
lendar made a motion refpefting a Convention Bill? 

A. I don't TecoUeft itj I don*t think I was prefent at the time 
that motion was made. 

ig/ But you underftood the nature of that motion to hav« re- 
fpeft to the time when a Convention Bill fliouW be brought i)itQ 
the Houfe of Commons : did you underftapd that the Conventioa 
of Emergency, whidh wa$to take place on the intFoduftion of 
inch bill, or rather whether the Delegates of the Convention cut 
Emefgency were to affemble, immediately upon the irttrodu6tioin 
of fuch pill, or wait till it had palTed in the jHoufe of C(my^ 
mons? ' • • • . • 

^. They were to affemble, as far as I recoUeft, upon the'ktro-i 
4u6tion of fuch a Bill. ? ' ' " 
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^ I fuppofethat yo\x thought that tJiis C^avoipLtion wai to op- 

p^£e that hill ? 
•^. Yes. 

:^ In what wayf , . . ' 

A. In a legal and conftitutional manner, by petiiiQning Pad4»- 

xnent, or by couafel. 

^ Had you any apprehenfion that thefe Del^gat9%Qi^nt to emt 

pipy <^en violence ? . - **. 

^. I never heard any thing of that kind. - , .'v ' "• > 

^ Were there ^ny v'arjike prepa;ratioas for that purfofe ? ' 
Ji. No. • • .. 

^ Was there any fum fuW^cribed for that Convention I >^ ■ -^ 

^ Were any extraordinary meafttres taken to give ftrengt3>». 
to Jthat Conveniion, which the ^ritiih CoQvention did*^ lioi tjfutft^ 
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^ WeJie you prjefent y the meeting at Laing's } 

A, Yes, Iveas. . ♦ 

:5i What did you hear the Sheriff Subftitute fay. 
. A* 1 heard hin^ defire them to difpcrfe. 

^ What reafon did he give for the di^erfion ? 

A* He faid he had orderJ to difperfe tl^em j that it viras an life" 
gal and unconflitutional meeting. 

^ You are ceruin that he faid he had orders \ 

A. Yes, I am very fure of that. 

j^ Was he not informed of the conftitutional mannecin ^f hich 
!we were proceeding to debate on the queftion r^fpefling an addrefs 
to the King, or petition to Parliament, for a Reform ? . 

A. As far I recolleft he was, though I cannot fay by whom, * 
but I believe it was Mr. Skirving. 

^ ^ Was you there ^he preceding nighty \yheu the Lord Pro- 
rdft came to difperfe that meeting ? 

A. I came in ahqut the time that he came. 

^ Were they peaceable before the ^ord Provoft came \ - 

A. I was not there long before,,' "^ 

. » i^ Was you there when he came in ?• 
• A. Yes, ^ ^ ; ' ■ ' 

^ Was there any confufion after he came ^. 
>. No, 



/ 



( 88 J 

^ Didyoukearl^fxplatiiidtothe Sberii* $ttbl(bitute wbtii !ic> 
difperfec} them at Laing's, what w^ the liature of th^ \m&n»k of 
the evening * 

A.. Yes, I anfwered that qncftkm before, 

^ Whjen force: 'w^% faid to be i^eceffafy to d^jpepfe Ui, a&er 
the token of f»rce given by the Sheriff to the Chiltnnani W9» any 
further fercd^weflary ? 

At No ; after Afr. Margaret came out of the chair, fonlcdiodf 
i^ed Mr. Gerald to jx^ and he t«ok the chair, and wc dicl no| 
difperfe till he* went to prayer, and then We went away. 

Q; Was it a6hial force that difperfed us, ox m i4c?J fprce> ^ f^b** 
niffion to orders Aat w^ did not refift f ' ■ 

A. A fubmiifien to orders ^ b^t I lockfid upon the order of eh« 
•Magiftrateg to be force, 

C^3u! the members of the Britifii CoavemtMi when (o c|iiperfe«| 
yetircd ^peaceably, did Aejr not ? ^ 

A. Yes. 

* John Clark fworn, c;jcainined by Mr. Mar^arou 

Q^ What are you' ? 

A* A Mafon in Edinburgh, ' 

Q^ YoH wa? a member of the Bcitiih Convention > 

A, Yes, 

Q^ With what view did y4iu Join that Convention f 

A. I Joined it with a vi^w to obtain a Reform in the reprefiftit* 
tajion pf the people. 

Qj/ Was you (ionvinced in your own mind that the atteinpt tQ 
obtain a Reform w^ legal and conftitntdonal^ 

A. I thought fQ, or I would not have been a member of it, 

Q;^ Yon are on your oath, and I defire you to anfwer this fairly j, 
if ypu had fbi^nd that the Wfembe^rs of thf Britiih Convention had 
depaned from that conftitutional line in which they fat out, an4. 
in which they were afting wh?n you joined, thero^ YfoyXd yon 
have abandoned thf m J 

A, If I had thought they had deviated from that ponftitutional 
Jme, I certainly would have abandoned th«m» nQ.4ovb,t of k j b\t| 
J have not found it, " ' 

Q^ You have not thf n a\)andon«d them yetj 

At N»||iQt fp long as they are ^onftiwioijal* 
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it peaceable behaviour and orderly, or riotous and tumultubus ^ 

A. P«a«iB^fe and ordtrty. 

Q^W«» anf Mi^gm 4o^tii^ $ttw9np^ ^ prDmiilgttai 
tWe? 

A. I am at a lofs^to )cnow what ftdidocft 6oGttiiA€ \t now^ 
Mid I canaoc anfwer that qneftion j I ^d ifot luiderftand i^to be 
^ ftdi^oiK. ' ^ 

Q^ Was a%7 ftep propo(bd at any time that yod might tfttalc wi^ 
conftkutionaly f?d» yQor knowledge of the ipoamtutioii of the BiO 
«f Rights, and of the Claim of Rights { 

A. Ko^ n4t any thing. 

(^What was^the motive, of the Convention, for tftditavousiBg 
t9 promote a union between Scoelaad and Eaglai^d-^ 

A- I «n4etftood ^ was to promote a union between thofe fock« 
fies that wiihed for Reform, that they mighir unite nil 94optli^ 
the Conltimtional means to obtam it. 

(^ Yon nev^p harbovired any idea that it was for ^ finder pur* 
poft, did you ? 

A. No. ^ 

Q^ Did you ev'er underftandlbftt if the French landed in Eng«i 
land the Convention were to meet them f 

A. Quite the revorfe, 

Q;^Do yon know of any member of the Britlib Conv«xiiioii 
having any correfpondence v^hatever with IVaAce) dire^ly dr in« 
dirciSily 7 . 

A. Hone, 

Q;^Was you prcfent at the time the Lord Provoft difperlcd- .the 
Convention on the 5th December ? 

A. No. . , 

Q^ Was you^pBeTent u the time the ^erV 3ul>ftitute difperfei . 
ihem on the 6th December ) 

A. I was. 

Q^ Before the Sheriff Subftirute came in, how was the C(mven« 
tiout with r-egajcd to order, peaqe, and decorum ? 

A. It ^as perfectly orderly, but I was a very ihort time in be« 
•fore the Sheriff Subftitutc came. ' 

Q^ What did you underftand to be {he fubjedl of the debate that 
^ight? 

A* T)^r« wm a motioA about another petition to Parliament, 

Q^What 
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.Q^'Whftt waTfafd to thiSheti^T when he «fecc|apted to jS&fr 

perfe us ? . ' . . 

A. I believe he was told that it was a peace^le cooftitutional 
meeting, and tha» hk difperfiDg^-ik was illegal; we were met for 
the purpofe of petitioning Parliament| and were entitled to do fo by 
^Jie €onftit«itip9. * ...•..,:•. 

Q^*Vhat was bis reply? 

A. That he behoved to obey his orders^ that he didi^occom* 
to argtie, but'to obey-hK orders, to difperfe the meeting, 

Q^You are' cei:t|in he mentioned thT words, hi^ orders ? 

A. I think I am pretty certain of that. * 

Q^Did I as chairman require fome fign of force kofa him i^ 

a'. You did. - 

Q^ What ^fga of force did he make ufe of ? 
. A. He ^uched you by the- hand, and faid, Come out, and you 
(lidy No, It mud be a little more th^n that, and then he took yoi| 
by the arm and gently piilled ypu ot^t, as I would a friend, anis then 
you cayie out ; then Mr.- Gerald took the chair, and it was moved, 
that we ihould diflblve in the ordinary way, with prayer, upon, 
which Mr. Gerald went to prayer, and we came away. 

Q^ I>o you apprehend there was any idea of refiftance, or any 
attempt to refill, or that any individual lb e wed a wifh to rcfift It 

A. None that I know of, it is diftant fron> n)y idea, 

Q^^Do you appi?ehend that the geneiial apprehen(io4 was at tha| 
time, that the Sheriff was afting unlawfully ? 

A. I prefume it was, but I cannot fay what they thought, 

Q^ Pawever, they retired peaceably ? ^ 

A.' Yes. , 

Qj^And no riot cnfued J ; 

A, No. 

Q^ No drunken bout enfued that night-,- of the Friends of t^ 
People ? 

^. None to my knowledge* 

yohn Clark crofr-cxammed by Afr, Solicitor General,^ ' • 

Q^ You have been talking about the Bill of Rights, and the Claisi^ . 
•f Rights, where have you seacl'them? in what bopj: is it to bt 

found ? 

A. I do not recqllc^l:* . . 
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' Q^Caa you tell us any thing about this Claim of Rights, any of 
the articles of it ? 

A. I cannot tell the whole. 

Q^ You have upon your oath told us, that there was nothing done 
in this Convention contrary to the Bill of Rights, or the Claim of 
{lights ; is the right of petitioning Parliament oi^^ of t£e articles ? 
A; Yes. .. . ^ 

Q^ Did you ever read any thing about illegal aflbciations calHd 
by private authority, either in the Bill of Rights, or Claim of 
Rights ? 
r A. I cannot recollect at prefent. 

Lord Abercromifie, Did you ever a6t as Prefcs in the Britiih Con« 
vention ? 
[ A. When I was there ts Prefident I was keepin|^ order, 

I V Q^ How often was that ? 

I A. Only once. 

[ Lord Ad'vocate, You was a Member of the Secret Committee? 

I A. I was. 

I Q^Who were the other Members ? 

f A. Mr. Margarot, Mr. Brown, myfelf, and the Secretary, 

\ Mr, Margarot. Did that Secret Committee ever a6t i 

f A. N«t that I know of. , . 

I ' Mr. Margarot. I wiU,"witH the leave of the Court, lend yeq 

the Claim of Rights to read. 

Lord Advocate, pid ydu ever read the Habeas Corpus A^ ? 
I A. No. • ' \ ' ' 

' Q^^Did you ever read the A6t of 1701, pa Wrongous Imprifon^ 

ment? 
a: No. / ' 

i Mr. Solicitor General. Is it a Scotch or art Engliih Aft I 

I Ai An Englifli Aft. , 

Mr. Solicitor General. So that is yo\;r knowledge of the AA 
ff 1701 ? 

' A. Stop, I believe I am wrong, fo? the Union took place in 
. 'fto6, 

, is9rd Ad*vocate. Gentlemen pf the Xury,^You are called upon 

• k& the. common and ufual routine of your A^ty to decide upon the 

truth of the indiftment, which I have fj?lt it my duty .to prefer 

. . * againft the Panncl at the bar, who is ftiled, and calls himfclf m the 

'* . *** ■ V . . ■, pap?" 
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j^iper wbich b. termed » Declaration, emitted by bun* before the pra- 
per ofEcer, to be a merchant, refiding in Marybon in London; yoi| 
are therefore his equals, and his proper and competent Jury to de. 
cide upoi^ his guilt. 

Qcntlemenr I muft fay, and i^in repeat, that you At thik night 
in the common courfe and routine of yous duty, akhougK, if I 
charge my memory right, or if I cfm truft to the Note which I took 
aMthe time -the Pannel |n that ^peech^or ratker fucceifioii of fpeechcs 
which came from him, not in my opinion with much judgment* 
not in my apfrehenfion with much prudence ; faid fomething of 
packed Juries, and (.which he has a right to fay) of my endeavor- 
ing to impofe upon yflux underilandings : I trull you will feel this 
foment, as I hope and truft the Country at large will feel, that, it 
js not in tbe power of the higheft Subje£l: of this Country, be his 
fituation what it may, to pack a Jury either here or in our Sifter- 
kingdom, or to prevent the meaneft criminal from getting what the 
IsMw and th» conftitution of his country gives him ( a juft, a hxCf 
and an impartial trial. 1 truft you will ftt\ at this moment, what 
I do in my iituation as Profecutor, t complete and perfect bde* 
pendence y a defire tO'do my^duty to my Country at large ; a deter* 
minatioH to follow the dictates of my own confcience, and* when I 
exercife that to the heft of my judgment and to the be ft of my un* 
derftanding as I know, and I truft you wiU do this evening; I care 
not what is faid either by a criminal in a moment of intemperance^ 
or by perfons without doors, endeavouring to fhake the confidence 
which the people of this Country have in the ineftimablc privilege 
of trial, by Jory^ I deny that Juries are packe^, or that any in* 
ftance has exifted, or can poflibiy exift in this Country,' of To foul 
and fo grofs an afperfion being juft. 

Gentlemen, I atm^ not without fom« appreheniions, in confe. 
quence of an indifpoiition which I have laboured under fince I laft 
addreffed a Jury of this Country upon, a trial of a ^mikur nature* 
I am not yet perfe^ly without my apprehenfions, that I may not 
be able at this late hour of the night, and in^ a Court £b crouded as 
this^ to do what is on all occafions tny bounden duty, and which 
the peculiar fituation of this Country, at prefent, more particulaVly 
demands, to ftate the nature of the evidence lying upon that table, 
joined to that which was read at the' foot of it to-day; tha^ I may 
not be able to bring itin fo coafpicikous a point of yievv, or difcri* 
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minate with that accuracy in the volume of Fa^Uus, Seditiouvi and 
Treafonable matter, which lies upon your tahU» that which you 
ought to dwell upon, and that which you ought not ; but I tnift ia 
Ibme degree to the goodnefs of my caufe ^ I trail more to the an- 
dcrftanding df the Jury, and I truft fomething to that -feel'mg of re* 
gard to my Country, and that fpirit wMch a godd and loyal fubjed 
ought to feel and to entertain that I (hall yet be ablrto fhake o\|t 
Ibch a cafe from the evidence before you, which will inpofe upon 
you the fevcrc, but the juft, taflc of returning a Verdt^ of guilty, 
againft the perfon at your bar, upon the moft foiid, convindng, and 
conduiive proof that it is poilible. 

Gentlemen, the Pannel at your bar (lands charged with Sedition. 
Upon that fubjed we have to-day had much difcuflion j we have 
had a great deal of ignorance profeflcd, by men who furely ought 
to have been the laft to make that profcfHon, wlio hold themfelvei 
out to their fellow fubjedts as Members of a Convention which 
Is to teach Reform to Parliament, which it to fubftitute feme- 
thing better, in place of what we enjoy, who have audaciouily pre* 
tended to alTume to themfelves that important taik^ and that im- 
portant chara&er, of fetting afide or of improving that inheritance 
which they enjoy from thofe who have gone before them, and, wh<» 
1 lincerely hope and wiih attended with that propriety^ and that de« 
gree of attention which was neceffary to the importance of that talk 
before they entered upon ity or befcnre they pretended to be ignorant 
^f what Sedition was. 

Gentlemen, to refer to Law Bodes is perfef^ly unnocefTary $ the 
Counfel who opened this Cafe to-day upon the part of the piofecu- 
tion, traced his authority back to the earliefi book which we know, 
or which the Law of Scotland acknowledges, the Book of the 
M^giam Majefiatem \ and if the Pannel at the Bar, or thofe Mem- 
bers of the Britift Convention who have profefl*ed to-day fuch igno- 
rance of what Sediton is, if they Ind turned op. Tarn ferry to fay,, 
the only criminal book of the Law which we Lawyers acknowledge 
to>e of authority, I mean, the book of Sir George Qflackcozie, they^ 
wou£l have formed a feparate aad diftiixd treattfe,definmg cxprefsl^ 
the crime of Sedition, giving it Its technical definition as dearly m 
the definition of mnrder, falfehood, forgery, rape, or any 9ther 
crimfi which occurs in the common courfe of criminal jurifprudence. 
If any fet of u^ea let their Afteufible purpofe be a redrefs of griev- 
ances 
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ances, as In this cafe, till it affiimed the appellation of the Brititfi 
Convention of the. Delegates of the, People, alTociated to obtain unir 
vcrfal fuffrage and annual I*arliaments, as was the cafe I fay, with 
the former Convention, of which the boy Calder told us juft now 
he had been, a Member, if their purpofe was reform i yet, if that 
purjJofe is riot to addrefs the King or the Legiflature of the Country, 
in ^ contitutional way, by petition to the King ; but if on the con- 
trary, they^re aping and imitating the example of a neighbouring 
Country witf)^ which we are at war, or if it goes the length of con- 
vocating thoufands of perfons who may form thefe Societies, not t# 
apply to King, Lords, and Commons, in a proper, legal, and con- . 
ftitutioi)al way for redrefs ; but if it docs affume the power of form- 
ing itfelf into a feparate body, or Convention altogether 5 if it goes 
the length of what I will ihew you, upon a fair review of the evi- 
dence, it did in this cafe, overawing Parliament in the execution of 
its duty ; that in the event of an invafion, or fomc fuch fimilar cir- 
cumftance, they were not only to control and overawe the proceed- 
ings of Parliament, but were, in the ccMiftruAion of common fenfe 
and reafon, to join, in place of refilling the Invaders, for that is tha 
concluHon I ihall draw from the evidence on the table,' in fpite 
of all the declarations and profeffions which came fronj the AlTociates 
of the Pannel this day at the bar : if it goes that lengthy it is clearly 
and diftin£tly the crime. of Sedition, as clear and unequivocal as ever -• 
occiirred in the praftice of any civilized country. The evidence, 
therefore. Gentlemen, is now before you— I ftate that to be my view 
©f the cafe J that is the opinion which I form upon the review of 
it ; my opinion is not binding upon you ; but you will conflder 
thofe parts of it, which it i% now my duty to ftate and comment 
upon .: you will give to it your beft attention, and lay your 
hands upon your hearts, and confider, whether it is not the only^ 
the plain, and, the necelTary deduction and inference, which arifea 
not from any particular expreflion, circumftancc, motion, or paper ; 
but^ from a general cpmplejc- vjew of the whole, taU3ring and com- 
paring it at the fame time with the parole teftimony laid before you, 
this day. ^ 

Gentlemen, the evidence is of two kinds, written and parole : the 
principal and chief part of it {and I fay fo, becaufe it is the moft 
certain and the moft unerring), is the written evidence arifing from 
the Minutes of this felf-conftituted Convention; from the papers 
foiin4 upon Mff M4rgarot, contained and referred to in the g&neral 
3 inventory 



'JiiVciftory upon tKc tabic, and from three Numbers' of the Gazet- 
teer, which in theTequcl rfliall fheW jou to be compjctcly brought 
home to this Convention. '" - - • * ' 

Gentlemen, the firft qucilioh which youare to confider is, whe* 
ther or not this meetiifg, fi-om the 19th of Noveniber (for I go na 
^rther back) till the 4th of Deceinber laft, wherid the Minutes ftop^ 
becaufe we all kiiow, and it is proved to-day, that the Magiftracy of 
this City, did^ early on thtf morning^ of the 5th, apprehend thefe 
perfons and feire tHelr papert. The fiirft queftion which you «ft 
to afk fs th»j Was it* or not a'Mcemig of a fedttious nature ?• fcir 
if you are of 'Opinion, that ft -^^s' not a M«eting^*of a feditious na- 
ture; if yon ihould confider it m a difFereiit point' of view, to \K'hsst 
I humbly pnriurae to do ; that rt was an innocent, fair, legal, anU 
■€on(fit(rtiohaf keafare, it i^ id"vaiiii fi^crfluous, and un^eoeffary 
'for you td-cnqiHre', Whethefr the Panlie! is a Principal A61:or in "thit 
^Meetmg';- becaufe no man fcan be fbunJ'guilty of the proceedings of 
t Meieting^ vvhich a jury ihatt be of opiiflon', 'H (vkhJn the pde of the 
•few, aifdr jfitch as the laws of this Cbuntry entitlfe any man to call 
together. .... 

\ Gentlemen, fomething was faid to- day. in. the courfc of this debafe 
(if I. may fo term' at), that was. perfonal againft myfelf, as a Mem- 
ber of another Convention; fomething was faid with rjegard to tli© 
aftonWhing^ circumftanccj of not bringing the. Borough Reformers to 
trial in this court, fomething was faid.alfo ^i!^^ apparent marks 0^ 
exultation. 0131 the part of the Pafinelj that^thoughthree^ Conven- 
tions of the Friends 9f , the People h»d taken place in this City, Ia 
the courfe of eighteea months paft ; no notice whatever vv^ take\^ 
by the Public Profecutor of any of thofc Conventions, till, as Mar* 
garot,. I think, ftated, we took alarm j becaufe \ye^raw,.that he and 
his friends were in danger of opening the eyes of the people ; ancl 
that it was not till we were alarmed, and that.the eyes of the people 
were about to be opened, to the exiftenc^ of thofe abufes, which 4f 
* was their ol>je6b to correft ; that I (negligent in my duty before^ 
brought this man and others his APoj^iateS; tq anfw^r for the of^ 
fence. •■...' ... 

Gentlemen, my anfwer is this : I defire not to enter, into the 
queftion, how far Convemions by Delegation are, or not legaL. It 
is; not the queftion now under your confideration ; had tjiefe. Gen- 
tlemen, confined themfelves to what was the Law of their Coiintrj? 
or adhered' to what thev profefled to be the cafci* t /houtd not Kairr 
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CoQV^ption, or an/chii]|; of t)iAt kiir^c^ which had. lor ks objeft 

tither the C3tireetf3n of the Cpuitty La^6^ of the fioroUgh Law^i d# 

fn^.othcjT corredion wluch the wild eft or.moft unreatoniible fpecu* 

btiil m^ht thiiik ft vw)rth his whilfc tofim at* ;. 

GeatlemfBfi> i gcver thought of brtoging be£ote JfdU the Convett-f 

tbn of rf7^«>^,5h« ^Qouvention of April 1^9^, or thjt fubfequent 

JJottventip^in October Uft ; ^or did I t^bink of brioging the perfw* 

.«)w chargjcd. before ypu ?*rith StditioD, till the vtiy Aaihe they af* 

frnneii every Adtertifemcjoit. tjiey ittferted^n the papers, jtvttf 

thing vcrb^Uioc wxitteQ».d€m(^ftt^d to my mihd ^ demonflrated to 

.Septland ^ 'demonstrated to England, and to thf empire at lar^e> that 

.rficy were a itt of Frj^^eh Co?iv,enrioni^8.— -J give xb&pn that naia^l 

perfqns vrbo» ^ ^3r as th^^.-durft>,an^ |heir a^flacity I lE>(BUeif!e yfU 

a^ter pf aitonifhrnent to the .country. %t iarge» whodurft take pdif* 

JrfiiQftof thisTxt^tropolta, who da^edj*4thuiit$WAlkto:hold.out th* 

example Qf a Frf|Ku;!i mo4el» heading out their e^t^mpk a| tl^e^priA* 

ciple upo^ which they a^^di a$ ^e Qbjed an4 the jpq<it to which 

their deliberations tended. ^ 

Gentlemenj fomething was faid, of orders being giveil to Mf, 

fiayidfon, the Sheriff Subftitute» that lie li^ed by orders j whethef 
&6 afted by order or notV whether he aftcdb'y the Orders of the re* 
Tpeftable Gentleman who' \4ras Sheriff Depute of the County, but 
who has fiiicc received a diftinguilhing mafk of his Sovereign's fa*^ 
Voiir ; whether lie went by' my orde^j of by the ofdefs 6f any body 
tirCf is nothing to the pufpoic j I did confult with that Gentleman } 
i diS'cotifult witli your thief Magi ftrate j 1 defired them to attend 
lo their duty, if any delire of ihine was necelTary * we a6ted in con- 
cert together ; had we done lefs, we had been guilty of a breach of 
office ; we had been giiilty p^ hegle6ting the moil impottatit intercfh 
of mankind. 

Gentlemen, were I to riiri' pVei* eveiry finglc paper contained ih 
that Inventory; were 1 to addrefs you upon every motion which 
tpj^ears in that TcroII of Minutes before you, t fhould detain y6u 
' this evening to a vefy late hour indeed; but 1 ihall' feleft a verjr 
few of the moft pointed and diftin£t motions, and evidence th^feiii 
contained. 

Gentlemen^ it is ah important duty in which you are now en* 
gaged I the Pannel either is, or profelTes himfelf to be, an English* 
inaa; he is m &mf retpe&s a foreigner to this Country ; but yo^ 
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Will ndt tonfider when you are to decide either upoothe life, the f'epwtatioai 
or the guilty or innocence of a fellow creature, whether he is of Scot* 
land, or whether he is of England; 

r , Gentlemen.— I will fay hardly a word in fupporl of the writtefteri- 
^ence which is now upon your table— it appeary,that the papersr libelled 
upon, >vhich I have juft defcribed to you, arc traced home in the moft 
complete and fatisfa6lory manner polTibk — there is not a tittle 6f written 
evidcnce^ — there is not a document now before you Which is not proved 
heyond a pofiibility of difpute — I refer in general to the teftimonies of 
Mr. Davidfon; of Mr, Scottj the Fiibal; Lyon, and I think Mack.-u 
Thefefour, I believe, diftm6lly trace them from the room in which Mar- 
garot and Gerald ilept into tlie fheriff clerks office, and having traced 
• them there they are brought into court, and it is impoflible to enquire 
further. Indeed fome queftion was put by the Panncl at the bar (whp 
.difpiayed I muft admit a confiderable degree of ingenuity, and acutenefj; 
: in his own defence) as if it might have happened, from the manjner-in 
I which thefe papers were found, that others might have been carried ip 

\ : even by Lyqn, the mefTenger — that other papers might have been carped 

I in, as they were refiding in a public inn in this city, by other perfons-, and 

I that they were not neceflarily the papers of Geri^ld, and of Margarot — In 

. every cafe where written evidence is libelled upon, in fupport of any crime, 
. I aflc yoorfelves if it is poflible to give better evidence of the identity 
' .of papers than was done in the prefent cafe— or if you foppofe contraiy 

. to ev^ence, and contraiy .to faft, that Lyon the mefl'enger, was entriifted 
I . by Mr. Davidibn, or Mr. Pringle, or me, or the Lord Provoft, with pjt- 

! pers of afeditious nature, which, he parried into that room where they 

were. deeping in order to ground a falie accufation againft them — ^^if yoii 
; can fppppfe that poffible, then to be fure any thing that. I have feid, or 

have hereafter to fay in. fupport of the charge againft this man, certainly 
• will upt be worth attending to— Gentlemen, on ,t|;je. contrary, thefe pa- 
! . persr were found in the roorn where they (lept, were put into a trunk,. 

[ - which trunk was returned back to Margai'ot'and Gerald, and you have it 

I ., in evidence,;that when it was examined in their prefenccy Gerald fele6icd 

I his— Maiigarot claimed the i^eft, or at leaft allowed. them to be inventoried 

, witjiout denying them, and thofe whieh did rtot relate to this bufinefij,- 
r . w^e retymed to them both. 

i . Gentjgmen.— I truft th?.t quibbling defence, ifor it does riot dcferye 

. _|Lny ptliier name, will fatlsfy your, minds, that the gentleman does know 

I .. that the import of thefe papers bears hard againft him, arid that he 

. wi(hes tp Ihclter himfelf from the inference -which your minds will 

J - ; . . . H drawy 
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lraw,l)yftatingapoflibility,which cannot exift, that tliby iWightha^ 
tech carried there by other people, in order to ground an accufatioif 
Agalnfthim. 

Gentkaien .^Holding that to be clear, I fliall heg your altcntion iH 

the firft place, to the minutes of the convention, for it is the gromid vroskf 

and the balls jof the charge agairift hinl; it was a paper which I was rery 

knxious if poflible to obtain, becaufe I know that it would have beei\ 

impoflible to have afked a Jury to have given a verdift againft any man 

tipon fulpicions, however ftrong thofe fufpicions might have been, and 

you will be fatisiied from what we faw this day, from the manner i» 

,Vhich the witnefles gave their teftimony, Citizen Rofs particularly, wh'(» 

lias fpoke out, and I am fure it gives me pleafure to applaud the conduft 

• of a witnefs. I have gi-eat fatisfa6lion and high pleafure in giving this 

tribute of praife to Citizen Rofs, and the fame with refpeft to Cobum^ 

fvho, I thinkj from the whole of his teftimony, though a friend and aflb- 

ciatebf the Pannel at the bar, has given a" fair, a true, and a dccili^ 

•vidence. 

Gentlemen.— The firft thing I {hall beg your attention to are the fteps 
previous to and accompanying that which is ftated in pages fifth and 
fixth of tlie indi6lment.— In page fifth you will obfei-ve ftated a motibki 
refpeftirtg a Convention of Emergency, and the cafes in which tliey were 
to meet are proved in the firft place by the negative evidence of their na- 
nutes, and confirmed by the teftimonies of Cobum, and of GeorgeKofs.— > 
Gentlemen,— That motion appears to have been firft made by a Gen- 
tleman of Che name of Callendar, to whom this day was cxclufively ap- 
propriated for meeting the juftice of his country,but who it feems has nt)t 
chofen to ftand trial, and the firft notice given of this motion, I will read 
from the minutes^— 6th day^s fitting, afth November 1793- Citizen 
Callenttar moved, that in cafe the Minifter bring into the Commons 
'Hoiife a motion for a convention bill, it fliould be notic^l inunediately 
'to the delegates. This is die firft appearance of this motion in the mi- 
nntes, and as it was told us by feveral of the witnefles to day, the fottht 
'of this houfc, as it is cklled, or of this Convention, did not admit of a 
motion niade one day being deliberated i^on tilt the next— the motibn 
'lies over accordingly till the enfuing day, when you will find the meet- 
ing again refumed, and Callendar's motion being then taken under con- 
'fideration, ariiendmcnls were propofed by feveral pCrfons, and it; was 
moved by Mr. Marganot, that a committee confifting of tlie rtiover, fe- 
conder, and thofe that had moved for amen<faients, be appointed to draw 
up a motion tlwt' may meet the idea of all, among whom was Mr. Cal- 
deTj the young gentleman whofe %5lual attendance upon the Univerfity 

may 
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%n?iy'peirhaps fceitbr qualify him to difcufs queftioiis as to the reform (or 
tis I call it the alteration) of the cowftitution, than the learned Mr, John 
Clark, or Mr. Wardlaw, or Mr. Aitchefon, or any of thofe^entlemca 
Who have fo well weighed and confidered the ancient infti^utions of the 
iaws and conftitution of their country) before they aflumed to them- 
felves the important offiee which they have taken upon them. Citi;Kcn 
John Gartley moves, that the fenfe of the houfe be taken upon th^ fgirit 
•f the motion, upon the words of the motion, and afterwards upon Mr. 
Margarot^s motion. Upon the firft motion it was carried unanimoufly 
for adopt the motion as to its fpirit j fecondly, by a great majority not.to 
adopt the wtords of it; and, thirdly, that the amendments be referred to . 
a committee as above— And at a fubfequent diet, I mean a fubfequent 
fitting of the Convention, the minutes tell us, that Citizen Sinclair read 
the amendments upon Citizen Callendar's motion^ as agreed upon by the 
committee, and it was agreed, upon the motion of Citizen Blank, 
that the houfe ihould refolve itfelf into a committee for its mature confi- 
deration. In the courfe of the converfation. Citizen Brown gave a his- 
tory of the habeas corpus a6lk After an excellent difcuffion of the quef- 
tion, pertinent remarks and amendments, the convention was refumed, 
amd the whole as amended, being read over, the members flood iipon their 
feet, and folemnly and unanimoudy pafled the reTolution as fbllows«- 
Tben follows a blank in the paper, and immediately afterwards the mi^ 
autes proceed, at the diilance of a page, and fomewhat more, that Ci« 
tizen Gerald in a very energetic, and animated addrefs, exprefTed his 
happinefs at the motion pafied, and Citizen Brown, followed him ia a 
manly fpcech, and proved the influence of the executive government over 
the Parliament. Citizen Margarot then read and propofed the following 
motion : That a fecret'committee of three, and the {ecretary,[(it is proved 
afterwards that Clark, Margarot, Skirving, and Brown, were the four 
t^ho a6hially compofed this committee) be appointed to determine the 
place where fuch Convention of Emergency fhould meet/that fuch place 
ihould remain a fea'et with them, and with the fccretary of th/r Conven- 
tion, and that each delegate iliall at the breaking up of th»|)f«ftntrefnon, 
be enti-ufted with a fealed lettei*, containing the name of the place 
pf meeting; this letter fhali be delivered unopened to his conftituents, ■ 
the receipt of which ftiall be acknowledged by a letter to the fecretary, prc- 
ferved in the fame ftate, until the period fhall arrive at which it (hall be 
deemed neceffary for the delegate to fet off. — This, motion v^ras feconded 
by Citizen Moffatt, aixl carried unanimoufly. 

Gentlemen. — ^You havtf in the firft place this proved completely by 
the minutes, that Citizen Callendar in his firft motion, which was adopt- 
ed as to its fpirit, but r^e^Ud as to its words, had neither more nor lefs 
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than this objefl in view, that as foon as parliamciit fliould think It ne- 
ceffary or proper, if they ever thought it neceffary or proper, to bring^ in 
a fimilacbill, to that which paficd in Ireland, that -this fhouldbe die 
fignal, or nq;:ification for calling the Convention of BmeFg'ency together, 
and that of itlclf without going to other cafes of Emergency, wa&iiifttliis, 
tl\at th^ were to aft as a controll upon parliament, and to endeavour to 
overawe (you will confider' whether in a legal or in an illegal way) the free 

• exercifp of the right of the legiflature — Can you fuppofe that if their purpojfc 
was legal, if they had not wiflied to overawe, and intimidate the parlia- 
naeul from doing their duty, would you have found them alarmed ^r 
afraid of their conduft ? Had their purpofe been only to petition parlia- 
ment, and to ftate their remonftn;nces againft fuch a motion (a right, 
which every freeman of this country poflefles) what explanation is to be 
given of that fecrecy in which this meafure is wrapped up, if their piir- 

. pofe was honeft, but is it fo ? you find in this paper an account of a refo- 
lution which they came toj in a moft folemn and mofi unanimous manner, 
but which refolutiondoes not appear in the face of the minutes — if it was a 
refolution merely of the quiet and loyal nalure juft now ftated, do you fup- 
pofe that motion would have been left out, or do you believe what Aitche- 
fon tells you, and in which he is confiriTied by the minutes in Rofs*s hand 
writing, for Rofs's hand writing ends immediately before the blank, and 
Aitchefon's comes immediately after the blank — is it not clearly proved 
that what they were about was a thing which they dnrft not put into this 
paper, which they poftponed to fome other occafion, which Sinclair, as 
Aitchefon tells you, propofed fhould be burnt, but which he refifted 

• fuccefsfuUy, and prevented it from being burned ? j burning an innocent ' 
paper is not the charafteriftic of men of virtue— of men of charafter— 
of men confcious they were only doing what was legal, and what was 
juft.— Gentlenien— Let us then fee what the parole teftimony makes out, 
and whether it does not precifely confirm the conclufion, and inferences. 
I am now drawing not only from what is proved by the minutes, but alia 

. from what is not proved by the minutes, I mean the infertion of this ex- 
traordinary ♦blank, to which there is nothing fimilar, except a blank of 
four lines,, in all the 94 pages of minutes upon your table. 

Gentlemen— Cobum, I think, tells you, that befides this convention 
bill, there were a variety of other cafes in which this Convention of 
Emergency were to meet : He told us that they all agreed that the in- 
troduftion of a convention bill was to be one great objeft when the peo- 
ple fhould meet, and I w'lfh you would look at your notes when the peo- 
ple ihould meet to ajfert their right: — I am not to defcend to criticifms 
upon a word, but I may at leaft beg to know whether, if it was merely 
drawing up a refpeftful petition to the King or to the parliament, it 
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was ncceflaiy to piit fo ftrong a declaration as this to whlch^ Cobiim 
fwears, or was it not better to fpeak oilt the truth, that they meant, in 
fuch an event, to remonftrate againft the meafure, or petitiDn Parlian^nt 
againft its pafiing into a law ? but you have, on the ^contrary, an expref;? 
lion which favours more of reiiflance than any thing elfe-— that they 
were to meet in this unknown place, which was to .be concealed even • 
&om the delegates themfelves, and of courfe from the eye of the execu*' 
tive power—- that in that event they were to meet and affeit their rights, 
but as to the manner in which they were to be aflerted, wliethcr in a 
peaceable or tumultuous way, whether the mild influence of reafon was 
to be exercifed upon the Britiih Parliament, or whether by drawing.out 
Bumbei's of deluded men to do it by force, is your buflnefs now to de- 
cide, and your province alone to determinCt 

Gentlemen — The queftion was this day put to me, was I an inquifitor 
of the private feelings of mens minds? Had I a right to dive into the fe» 
crets of the human breaft, or to difcover what it was their intention to 
conceal ? — ^That is the province of the Jury— it is their bufmefs, how- 
erver careful men involved in feditious praftices may be to gild then) over 
mth. general expreflions, fuch as aflembling to aflcrt their rights 5 it is 
the province of the Jury, when they find perfons engaged in thefe prac- 
tices, not to take their profeflions, not to take what they declare to be 
the oftenfible purpofe in view, but looking to their aftions, looking to 
their words, looking to their proceedings, 'whether they are fecret, or 
whether they are public, to form your impartial determination on which 
lide the fcale of evidence preponderates, whether it is on the fide of inno- 
cence, or whether it does not tally with guilt alone ; whether it does not 
artfully and infidiouflyleav€ it open either to one conftru6lion or the other : 
for if they had faid that they would have aflerted their rights by open 
force, if they had durft to have faid the Britifli Parliament fhall defend 
the Habeas Corpus A^, or we will defend it by force of aims, if in cafe 
of a French Invafion, their purpofe was not to refift but toco-operate with 
fuch an InvaficMi, and had they exprefled that upon" their minutes, I would 
not have brought Mr. Margarot to trial : I fliould have held him a luna- 
tic in every fenfe of the word.— »If I had brought him, to triaj befor-e you, 
I am pofitiveyou would have thought I- had brought amadn^an to your 
bar; you might have pronounced a verdift of lunacy againfl: him, but 
certainly would not have thought him a proper obje6^ of punifliment. 
But, Gentlemen, we have in this country a powerflil Executive Govej-n- 
ment ;-?--we have laws which controul that power, and we have a Jury 
which can check it irf its progrefs in a moment ; but we are to expeft, 
while that Executive Goveniment exifts (which I truft will exifi: to all 
f ternity to check eyery attempt ofjthis kuid*) that feditious words will be an^ 
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hlguousajiddoubtfiilitpontheface of themj and when yoivfiiid that Mr^ 
Margaret, thePannel, is a man of confiderable ability, that he U a man 
aware of what- he is about, that h^is the ringleader of thcfe perfons,'r-<jf 
that poor unfortunate fet of creatures who came this day to your bai* — of 
boys— of perfoijs intoxicate^ as you have feen — ^that he profeiTes himfelf 
to be a merchant ;^ that the trade in wliich he is engaged permits him^ 
fronj motives of pure difintereftednefs, public fplritcdnefs, and wifhing^ 
to extend blefllngs to Scotland, which he thinks we do pot poflefs, for 
iix weeks dedicated his whole tinie and abilities to thofe obje6ls which he 
has held forth to you as not only fair but juftifiable || that he is the former 
of thefe minutes, the maker of thefe motions, the ringleader of thefe de- 
luded people, "w^ho are ignorant of the commoneft principles of the confti- 
tution, and who know at this moment as little of it as if they had never 
been members of a Britifh Convention— -I fay when you recoUeft thia^ 
you will not expe6l any thing elfe but fuch an artful, infidious, and am- 
biguous mode of expreffion, as may admit with perfeft fafety either tlie 
one or the other conftni6lion, but which I fliall fliew you in the fequ^J 
can be conftrued alone into guilt, and eftablifhes only this, that Mr. Mar- 
garet knew what he was about, that the eye of the .Executive Govern- 
ment of this country was ever him, he profefled, and he infidioufly and art- 
fully, along with Mr. Sinclair, in this abominable committee to whicl> 
the matter was refcned, did give it that general ambiguous exp^efllonJ^ 
becaufe-hc durft not do othci*wife, and becaufe, which is clear from the 
evidence of the minutes, and from the evidence of Cobum, it was fuch % 
paper as they durft not blot their[mmutes witli; it was fyich a paper as they 
durA not hold their face to ; it was fuch a paper as w%s to give rife to ^ 
committee of fecrecy, where, if the thing was right, fecrecy was incon* 
fifleJit; but where, if it was, wrong, it was pnident, it was neeeflaiy, it 
was proper. 

Gentlemen. — ^The next thing I (hall obferve upon is thofe numbers of 
tUc G 131 ctteer which are now upon the table. Citizens of Edinburgh, t 
life the word Citiiten, I hope and I know in a fair and in a legal fenfe, 
you cannot bif ignorant of the Edinburgh Gazetteer. Sure I am I have 
the honor to be mod intimately acquainted with it, and it has done me tin? 
honor to be raoft intimately acquainted with me. 

Gentlemen.— Let us look to that pj^er, and though feme flur may 
p«rkapj( for a moment arife either in your minds, or in the minds of tlioie 
who heat nje, aa to the authenticity of a news paper as matter of evidenci?, 
I will (ht'w y^u, from the evidence of the minutes upon the table, that It 
isg what It wss meant to be, an authentic account, and tliat as far as it goes 
; it Halts nothing but what really and truly Vas the fubitancc of what pafLtd 
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m the Convention. I fhould not fuppofe that Jury would thiuk me abAtfi 
enough to call them to.idle paragraphs in a news paper, if it had notfome 
degree of authenticity. I refer you to the evidence of the Rofles, who 
tell you that the minutes were taken down in ftiort-ha^d^for the purpofe. 
Gentlemen, as to that of which Mr. Margaret complains, being appre- 
tended fo early in the morning, I fliould have no objeftiOn to take upoii' 
' ' myfelf the blame j it was done for the purpofe of getting at Mr. Skirving 
and him, and all of them, at a moment when they were not looking for- 
us, otherwife they might have deftroyed that evidence which I knew cx- 
ifted of their proceedings, and from that providential circumftancei 
thcfe minutes were feized in Mr. Skirving's ppflfeffion, which were a com- 
pleat evidence againfl him. I am intitled to fay fo, becaufe the Jury, 
have faid fo, which is a material circumftance againft the Pannel, of 
;igainft any pcrfon who either is or Ihall be tried for his acceffion to the 
\ proceedings of thofe meetings. — It was proved that after waiting fome- 

[ time for the four deputies, the reprefentatives, as I thought at firft, of 

\ all England, but I find they are only the reprefentatives of many thou- 

r fands in London, many thoufands in Norwich, and many thoufands in 

! Sheffield and diffei'ent parts of the country, and thcfe four gentlemen, t^t 

I Englifli Dilegates, came down here, it was thought fo important an oc- 

cafion, that the Convention, which had been adjoui*ned for fome days, 
I again refumed itfelfj and, gentlemen, they told us they fupportcd 

i the Gazetteer, not as a Convention, not in their corporate capacity, which 

t J was furprized to hear ftated, and it cannnot be ftated by Mr. Mar-r 

garot, I haye a different opinion of his abilities, it cannot be ftated by 
him that he is not liable for the proceedings of the Convention j it i^ 
^car, from other paits of the evidence, that the Gazetteer is fo far an 
authentic account of their proceedings, that they fupported it as indir 
i viduals, and wifhed it well, as I believe they do with all their hearts and 

I with all their fouls. Now, Gentlemen, let us look to this Gazetteer, and 

K ' let us fee how far it (lipplies any blank which may arife \ipon the perufal 

■ of the minutes regardirtg this extraordinary Convention, and you will fee 

that it efte6lually does fo, forjyou will find'that the refolution which Mr. 
Aitchefon did not wifh to haye burnt, becaufe he thought their conduft 
was open and avowed, and what the world had a right to know ; yo\i 
• fy\d that the pannel at the bar was wifely and prudently of an oppofite 
opinion ; for it fays, after dating the proceedings of the Wednefday, oa 
which Citizen Mealmaker is in the chair, and where Mr. Callendar*« 
motion is reje6led as to words, but approved of as to the fpirit of it j and 
the next day, when the refolution comes to be new modelled, it fays Citi- 
zen Sinclair, Citizen frcfi^ent, your cqjnmitt^ appointed t9 a^ncnd Ci^f 
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ten Callendai*''s 1110119^ fat this forenoon, and I(hall now, if agreeable , 

to the Conventioi^^fubmit to their conlideration the report of that commit- ' ** 

tee. Fellow Citizens, you will feel that this report is of the laft impor- 
tance ;* it claims ydur moft feripus attention, and is to be decided by 
your united wifdom, and fupported by your united integrity, The 
houfc refolved itfelf into'a general committee to confider of the report, 
wliieh underwent a long difcufTion, and reviewed feveral amendments in 
the,committee, and when the Convention was refuraed, it pafled unani- 
nioufly in the form of a declaration and refokition : the minutes prove4 
that refolution was come too, but being ordered to ftand the laft article 
on tjie record of the proceedings of the Convention, we cannot infert 1% 
till the termination of die prefent feffion. 1 

That is the account in the Gazetteer, the myfteiy of the blank is Co 
far cleared up, if Mi*. Aitchifon is to be believed, that this was what Mr, 
Sinclair wiihed to bum, yon have it in a faithful account of the proceed- 
ing in the Gazetteer that it was to be left out till the termination of the 
prefent fcflion. -You will confider if the hand of the Magiftrate had not 
been raifed to ftop thely proceedings in the very middle of their career, : 

Whether it is pofiible that fuch a refolution as this would even at the end 
of the proceedings have ever made its appearance. But Rofs tells you he : 

concurs exa6llyin the fame thing, that this refolution ought to have been 
in the blanLIn the minutes, and therefore you have this diftIn61:lyjproYed, 
that refolutions of a certain nature were come to in a folemn and deliber^ ^ 

ate manner, unaninioully and folemnly in this Convention, which one man 
fays Mr. Sinclair moved fhould be deftroyed, and which another fays, 
and the Gazetteer confirms, was to be poftponed to the end of the feffion, 
and which have never made tlielr appearance, and therefore the blank is 
completely explained; but you hive better evidence yet, you have the 
evidence of Cobum and Rofs, to almoft every thing ftated in page 'five of | 

the indi£lment. I defire, when you read that indi^lment, that you 
v^ill Jay out of your view altogether every thing but what is pi'oved; ; 

• every thing but what is fufficicnt evidence — You are to look at the J 

teftimony of Cobum, you are to look at the teftimony of Rofs, 
you are to look at the Gazetteer, and to a fpeech which I (hall 
read this moment, and which tally fo f^ as they go with the minutes, 
and if you are of opinion that that refolution, fo far as is proved, is one of 
a lawful nature, if you are of opinion that it is not of a direft feditious, 

; nay of a treafonable tendency, for if it had beenfollowed by one fmgle a6l, 
in conf«quence of it, if under that refolution it had been proved that this 
Convention of Emei-gency had met, if it had been proved that they liad 
affembled under thefe circumftances of fecrecy, in any of the cafea which 
K ihall juft now Ihew you are proved^ the perfons who met would liave 

bene 
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been giiUty of a3i overt'a^t of high treafon, under the IrcLtute -of Edward 
JII. wliichby the aSt of the 7th Queen Ami, is now theltreaibti law of 
jScotland, * ^ "* 

. Gentlemen, I beg yonr attention to the words in the indifb-nent :<it 
ilates that the Convention, ** coniidering the calamitous confequences of 
** any aft of the Legiflature which may tend to deprive the whole or any 
** part of the people of their undoubted right to meet either by themfelves^ 
^^ or by delegation, to difcufs any matter relative to their common in- 
^' tereft, whether of a public or private nature ; and holding the fame to, 
^*' be totally inconfiftent with the firft principles and fafety of fbciety, and' 
** alfo fubverfive of our known and acknowledged conftitutioi'ral liberties, 
*^ do hereby declare, before God and the world, that we fhall follow the 
*' wholefome example of former times, by paying no regard to any a6t 
*' which may militate againft the conftitution of our countiy ; and fhall 
f* continue to aflemble and confider of the beft means by which we canac- 
^* complifli a real reprefentation of the people and annual eleftion, until 
** compelled to defift by fuperior force."— This is not proVed in words ; 
but in a certain extent it is completely proved by tlie teftimony of Cobum, 
by the teftimony of Rofs, by the minutes and by the Gazetteer 5 for Mr, 
Coburn tells you, he remembers Mr. Callendar moving, that in cafe of a 
Sill being brought into Parliament fimilar to the Irifli Convention Bill, 
that the people ftiould meet and afleit their rights : afterwards the fpirit 
of the motion was retained, but extending to certain other events, in 
which the Convention ftiould likewife meet in cafe of the fufpenfion of the 
habeas corpus aft, in cafe of an invafion, and in cafe of landing foreign 
ti'oopsl A motlofl was made for a commitree to appoint a place where 
the Convention of Emergency were to nicet, which was to be a fecret with 
them and the Secretary, He remembers Mr. Sinclair's motion being 
come to with peculiar folemnity, and that the words before God and the 
world were ufed either in the motion or in the decifive refoKition : he is ^ 
certain it was in the one or the other. He recollc-ft s he faid they would pay 
rio regaixl to any fuch Bill, if it pafled, or words to that purpofb. I 
have the teftimony of Coburn, of whofe refpeftability I leave you to judge, 
deponing to the material parts of the indiftment, thr.t they were to meet 
to aflert their rights, that they would pay no regard to any fuch Bill, if 
pafTed j and if they were t6 pay no regard tj the Aft, ifpafifed, were they 
not guilty of an aft of rebellion againft the ftate, when they tell yc-.., that 
if the Britifn Legiflature confifting of King, Lords, and Com? o.is, 
fhouldpafs fuch an Aft, if, in tht plenitude of their wifdom, they flior: 1 
think it right to do what Ireland has before thought it neceflary to do ; and 
God forbid that,* without any declaratory ftatute, there ftiould not^be law 



in Sco:l;uitl to find meir giillty of daring to put into a paper words of the^* 
^^jiiBport' tlmt Cobxii J IftiS Iworn to, that they would pay no regai'd to any 
ijr^l^^A^ J the infi^rnjce follows necefiarlly and \inavoldably, though not 
^ ^^royet^tmurcompi^lled by fupeiiov force. Will you permit this, Gentle- 
in lHj k£ their conduct in life be ever fo uniinpeached ; I impeach none of 
f ihem. tGod forbid I fliould look down upon the fhoemaker, or the me- " 

♦ rt^'n^r, nr c r/.,riLr hsm as lefs entitled to refpe6l in his walk of )ife, than 

* the proudeft peer that lives in the country, I wilh tliat they, be they of 
♦ 'i^^liat rank they may, would dwell with a little attention, and confider 

■ ^ith care and accuracy the nature of the Conftitution which they enjoy, 
'ere they tafhly attempt either to invade its authority, as they have done 
here, or attempt to fubftitute their own crude ideas, and prefer one of 
their own idle imaginations. Whatever be the cafe with Mr. Margarot, 
i don*t think h$ lias that knowledge of the Conftitution 5 fure I am, he 
ha* not that knowledge of law, after what I have heard to-day. I know 
nothing of him ; but fure I am, from what I did fee of him, I cannot 

, think, and I iteuld be forry that the fifteen men I now addrefs ihoulcl 
thlnkf that the Conftitution was fafely confided to fuch men in the line 
of life in which thefemen are j they cannot be fit for that duty which the 
Hiftory of the World iliews has been with difficuky difcharged by legiA 
fetbrs of the higheft characters, and of the firft abilities. Go back to 
ages paft,' you will read of men who formed a ftate, and gave i*ules for 
its leglflation, were raifed to the rank of heathen gods ; you will read 
of men who, by forming a conftitution, and regulating its proceedings, 
obtained chai'afters and names as eternal as the world itfelf, will thefc 
men be entitled to come forward, like Calder, who is placed in the iini- 
veifity? Will thefemen- be entitled to ftate theqifelves as perfons holding 
out to fuch poor deluded creatures tliat they are fitted to enter upon fiib- 
je6ls of that nature ? That tliis countiy, confifting of ten millions of 
j)eop3e, is to delegate the talk of legiflation to fuch a fet of ignorant aiid 
uninfonned people — ignorant of the common principles of law and jaf- 
tice, talking of books tliey ne\^r read, and declaiming upon fubje6l« 
. they know nothing of ? It may indeed tend, and here I am fpeaking 
direflly to the point of criminating this Pannel, if he was an attorney, 
which I don^t knowtliat he was, he has made an illufe of his profefTion ; 
kis criminality is without excnfe ; his guilt is indeed of a more atrocious 
nature. What is fedition but this ; a eonvocating of ignorant, weak, 
and deluded people, under the pretext of redrefiing grievances of any kind, 
and inflaming them again ft the Conftitution and the eftabliflied autliority 
of then- country. But this is the.dire6l fa6l proved againft Mr. Mai*- 
garot, it is tlie point diftin<Slly brought home to him j and under fucli 

•ircuinftanccs 
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drciimftances-pf refiftancc, inculcated uppn the part of tiieJ- rrvj-L^a.dcrs, 
which io my mind, and I truft in yours, will fatisfy you tljat guilt >V3^ 
in his mind when he did fo, and will entitle you to lay your haiwjj upoi^ 
your hearts and fay, that he is guilty of endeavouring to fpi tad *% cq|J|^ 
^agion wide among people who knew not what they were about j 5^^4^^ 
}f they had followed his advice, if they had rofe into tumult ;itid dilbi-de^ # 
might have brought them to an untimely end > and perha;^a thi^fe tlire# 
^ys pail may a£foixi fome idea of what might be the purpoft. of alTci^bHrjg 
fuch perfons together, if they had been aflemblcd by Mr. Maigarot as a 
Convention of Emergency 5 if they had been told by him, now is the time 
to affert your rights. I afTume, that thefe three days paft within tlija 
pity will fhew us what was the nature of that objeft which Mr. Margaret 
had in view, and what the purpofes, and what the itianner' in which ia 
fuch an event they might have carried their fchemes mto execution. 

Gentlemen.— I l^ve now gone thi'ough eveiy thing upon this part of 
the indiftment j and certainly in arguing, and being obliged to quote 
fonfiderably from papers, I muft have gone longer into the cafe than % 
had any idea of 5 but I truft I fhall, before I fit down, in a few words, 
go through what remains, and prove to youF fatisfa£^ion, that every part of 
|he libel is clearly and diftin6lly proved. 

Gentlemen. — Cobum tells you, that he thought the Irlfti Bill fapped 
the very vitalsof the|Conftitutionof the country ; and he fays it was to be 
kfjpt a fecrct. If any illegal power interrupted their meeting, that is the 
rcafon he gives for the fecrecy j that is to fay, that if either the magif- 
tracy of this city, or Parliament itfelf, or any fuch inimical power, they 
l^eing clearly the perfons to whom he alludes, are the caufe of thelecrecy j " 
and it is all I afk from him. You will confider whether it is not juft the 
thing I am dating as the point in their view, that they were keeping it 
fecret from thofe whofe duty it was to check it, and prevent the confe- 
quence that might arife from it. 

Gentlemen. — The cafe of an invaiion I have already ftated to you was 
pne of the cafes under which the Convention was to meet, and I fhull 
not repeat what I have fiiid upon that fubjeft ; but I truft that you will . 
think with me, that the only and .the necefTary conclufion is tliat which I 
have already ftated to you. 

Gentlemen.— Having done with that part of the cafe, I come to the 
next, which I obferved in the courfe of my examination, and which I alfo 
ubferved in the courfe of the Pannel's fpeech upon the fubjeft, feemed to 
be treated with veiy conliderable contempt j and Mr. Aitchefon, a deter- 
mined and bold-faced gentleman, told you his opinions in very ftiong, 
ibrcible terms. He cxpreiTed liis idea, Uiat the law of the countiy was ■ 

come 



Tometo a faU pa{s. rndced' he did not utiderftand fedllion neither. And he? 
^s-a mrcQ, tVbm what I have leeii of his abilities,! /hould have <^xpe<5lefl 
lie would have,knovvn a little more upon the iiibjeft than Vv^'ardiaw or 

». diuk(j knew upon the i*ubjc8:» But he did not know what fedition was ; 

'" but bci« tells you, that the law of the country was come to a iad pafs in- 

,*d6?d, when the word citizen, which he gloried in, was to confiitute a 
^lan criminal. And he told you, that the principles of this Convention 
were carried on in the fame way, or very little difil-rcnt, from thofc 
» frhich marked the proceedings and conduct of the fonner Convention. 
If they were, all I can fay is this,** that thcfe former Conventions kept 
their proceedings vei-ymuch a fecrct ; for if I had known that they had 
lionc fo, or come to any refolutions fimiiar to thofe proved to day againft 
this man, the mershcrs of that Convention fhould before now have flood 
before the Jury of their countiymen. If they did fo, then all that I have 
to fay is, that they \>ere more cautious, or they perhaps did not rhirk that 
the time was quite ripe to cxprefs what they have fmcc exprcj^Lj-i. To 
be fure, the term citizen, taken by i'felf, is an innocent and a proper 
term ; I have ufcd it to-night : v>7e are all fellow-citizens here to-night. 
And the word tocfm, whether it comes from France, or whether it comes 
from China, or anywhere elfe, I feel nothing ci-imin^l in that term takea 
|)y itfelf; nor in the firft year of Britlih liberty; nor indeed the decades, 
which by the by I find in one of the plans for the fupport of the Gazet- 
teer, that it ftiall be divided into decades, and that each decade (Imll taJje 
fo many copies of the Gazetteer, that is a Latin word j nor the firft {it^ 
tir.g j in the fame way all the other expreflions, which I will not ran over, 
taken by tiiemfelves, are furely and unqueftionably innocent ; we all may 
life them in an innocent fenfe, . without the fmalleft apprehenfion, or the 
fmalleft blame. But here is the point, Gentlemen, upon which I found 
the charge of criminality ; 'tis for this purpofe that I colleft thefe expref^ 
fions, occurring in the proceedings of thefe minutes ; and I colleft them 
as links in the chain of evidence, to fhew you that, this man has been 
guilty of apeing and imitating the French Convention, as a6ling upon 
that model and that principle, as in the fame way was done latt year in 
Ireland, and was the caufeof the Irifh Parliament paffing that a^ ; it it 
z proof of the ani.nus and the intent of the perfons concerned iii that 
xnceting, that they took for themfelves the model and example of the 

,.- prefent Convention of France, imitating it in every way in their power 5 
and thcr conchifion is iiTcfiftible, that if they durft have gone forward, or 
it an invafion had taken place, we might have found thefe men joining 
that band of invaders, who)n we find them imitating and accommodating 
nil their forms to,' you will confider with yourfelvcs, laying your hands 

upon 
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ttjpon your^ hearts* can yoti, wlifin' you' find in making. it^Scafeioferri^- 
gency,\mder which they were to meet in a place Te^ciet to gall'the ^vorfd, 
which might be here, or might be in England, the^-aliylrTg point where 
. the Exeaitive Power of the country coiiH not difcove'r therfi j, fen ydu 
hefitate one moment. in thinking as I think, and'as I believe, that if fiic'h 
an event had taken place, that men who fonn themfelves tipon that mo- 
del, and affumed as far as in them lay, and as far as th^ durft, the Afp|ef- - 
► lions of the French Convention, with which we are at prefent at war, and 
'by whom we are threatened with that invafion, would have gone againlk 
the perfons who were their own objc6ls of Imitation ? or lliould we have 
found them endeavouring to eftablifli that which they have fo fuccefs- 
fully eftabllfhed in that country, univerfal fuffrage, one of the great ob- 
jefts for which this Convention was eftabli/lied. 

Gentlemen. — ^You cannot expe6l written evidence of wjiat palTed in 
their minds, until the evil is gone to fuch an height, until the invafion has 
taken place, till the tumult or the mfurrectlon has happened, which theie 
men have endeavoured U) foment. Sedition then would no longer be the 
j crime : treafon would be the fliape It would then afTume : it would tlien 

\ h£ the duty of every free and lojal liibjc6l to join hand in hand againft 

thefe invaders, whom we have found in the moment of that Invi^ifion alTem- 
bling in a fecret place, as the delegates of thoufands, and whom we find 
proving themfelves by every a6l by which it was poflible to prove them- 
felves, to be the fupporters and imitators of the French Convention, I 
call them French Convcntionifts : it is the elfence of the charge againft 
them i it is the point upon which I defire your attention. If they were 
tlie mere innocent Convention, or Aflembly, or AfTociation, or Society 
for Reform In Parliament, be their reform never fo abfurd, or the Inftni- 
ments of their meeting never fo inefle<^ual for the obje6l, I fay God for- 
bid you fliould find them guilty to the extent of rhe moft trifling pUnifli- 
ment which you can fix upon them j* but if you find them directly avow- 
ing in equivocal and doubtful terms, that an invafion Ihall be one of the 
cafes In which they (hall aflemble, not to fay that which would be the 
glory of a loyal fubje6l, to facrifice their lives and fortunes to refift the 
^ invaders ; but if we find them, inftead of that, fncwlng their predilec- 

[ tion for French fonns, and I truft in God all they can be able to 

i do, it is your duty and your province to dive into the recefles of the 

^ human mind, to confider the influence which arlfes from fuch proceedings, 

i to confider, if you will not lay the hand of criminal juftice upon them, to 

[ quell the confpu'acy before it burfl:s into light ; or if the deluded people, 

f ' I fpeak of the inhabitants of this city, I fpeak of the inhabitants of Scot- 

land at laj-ge, and of what has paflld within thefe three or four days, ai'e 
I £o 



fc mucif I nifi^ pmvtr of thei*e ftr;inger$ whahavelateiycome amongft li^^*" " 
51 IV Lo conv^' i:i an vmufu:il mode to n court of. criminal jiufticeeitljer tcf " 
oyLrawtj,tha.t cotirt, the pvofecutor, or the jurymen y if they are tdbe in- . . '^^ 

dutgingin unfair and fcaiidabiis afperfiona as that of pa eked juries, as ; , 

that o^mpol^ig upon your underft bindings, it is for you to interfere and '. • 1 

' •Behcet the evil in its Lnid ; now i$ the time, this is the moment for yoii " 

toHnark the difapprobation of their proceeding, and ftop them, while it '/ 

wmains with a feature of fedjtion marked upon it verging upon treafon., ' 
Vith fuch a trifling diftin6lion, that it is almoft impoflible for a lawyer 
to find the differeiice. It is fo little, that when the indi6lment was pre- 
ferred againft Mr. Margarot, had it not been for the fpeed with which it 
was neceflaiy to bring him before you, I (hould have laid the cafe before 
the King's counfel in England, as to the appointment of a fecret commit- 
tee, which ."v^as fubfequent to the refolution of calling the Convention to- 

/ gether, whether that perje was not fufficient to ground the charge of 

high-treafon. Sure I am, but for the a6l of the 7th of Quet^n Anne, i 

that the Gentlemen were far within the cafe of Scotch treafons ; and In i 

til at cafe Mr. Margarot would have flood at your bar tried for liis life. 

Gentlemen.— Before I fit down, let me return agam to the tvidcnce, 
Mr. Rofe, I think George tells you, that he had heard of a Coiivmtlon 
Bill, and of a number of Hcflians and Hanoverians to be landttl In this 
country ; thatalfo was a cafe when it was proper for the Convention to 
meet at the fecret place of meeting, that is to fay, and it is the cafe at 
tliis moment, I believe, that a body of Heflians are pafling towards 
France. If Parliament fhould chodfe to allow them to land upon thii 
ifland, this was an objcft of legiflation j not that we could confije to xhc 
wifdom of King, Lords, and Commons, but the Britifh Convention 
fcr univerfal fuffrage was to decide alone what was to be dorc j a cafe 
much of the fame kind with the other, even in the way that Mr, Rof» 
himfelf ftates it. But I will not wound the feelings of that woithy ci- 
tizen (and I truft that he hears me), by faying, that he concealed the 
truth, I will not fay that'j but he has forgot that mighty event which 
his brother and Cobuni fworc to, which muft have (truck the nnnd and 
ears of every man who heard it j but his memory is a frail one, and wiilt 
that obfervation I leave him. 

Gentlemen. — ^We are now coming near to a clofe. You will find a 
variety of othex* evidence, much of the fame nature in number-thrL-e of 
the inventoi-y. You will findW of tiie documents material to be attended 
to in confidering thi§ queftion. Whether the Convention is a itditions or 
a fair Convention ? for that is tlie gift of the queftion which you are t» 
try, and upon which you are to make up your mindr • Now tlide papers 
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Ate traced home to tde pofleffion-of Mr.Margarof. M^. Aitchcfofl, In* 
his chai*aftjBr oF Afliftant Secrctaiy to the Convention, identifies a |)aper 
to which he tells you in this Convention he put his fubfcription hints oa . 
. the queftioD of union ; and in the infide are three or four different pajjors^ 
which the witnefles who made the feai'ch fwear were inclofed in'it, and 
• *rfl relate to the felf-fame fubjeftj and the only other odd circumftance . 
which was thought of fo much confequencc in this cafe was, in that fo- 
lenm way the appointment of that committee of union, of which Mr, 
Margarot was the chairman. He appears to be tlie leader of this com- 
mittee of union between England and Scotland ; a union which thefc 
Gentlemen, it feems, had authority to make ; a union which we unfor- 
tunately have been deceived, as well as our fathers, in dreaming that we 
pofleflcd a union which we thought we had enjoyed firice the year 1 707, 
which Mr. Aitchefon told us was nothing like the unbn, brought about 
by tliis Convention, with fo much folcmnity ; a wild fycophant union, S 
think, he called it; and Mr. "Margarot is the perfonwho takes theaiVive 
part in this committee. Let us fee what it amounts to. I (hall take 
'*hc p^)critfclf which Paterfon, a man who, much to his credit, has fc- 
ceded from that meeting : he, as the head of his fe6iion, admits tliat 

• that paper was drawn up in his feftion, and was by him fent in a letter 
to the Convention, Mr. Margarot defned to know, How aie you cer- 
tain that paper was in the Convention ? I will tell Mr. Margarot how I 
•am certain of it. Mr. Aitchefon fubfcribes it at the back, * Hints it- 
'^efting tlie Union ;' and fays, it muft be put upon that paper in its re- 
ception J where Mr. Patterfon tells you, he fent it in the common form 

'from his fe^ion, which met in the moming, to the Convention, whkli 
tnet in theevenii^, and of which Mr. Aitchefon was Affifttint Secretary 9 

'arid there is no t^eafon to foppofe that it did not reach its plr.ce of deftina- 
tibn, the Mafons* Lodge, at the foot of Black Friars Wynd. And what 

• as it ? * Hints upon the queftion of Union.' Firft, That the people of 

• Great-Britain diiclaiming anydiftinftion of Scotch and Englifh, do now 
and for ever unite themfelves into one raafs and indiiToIuble union. Tlicn 

' it ^^s on, Make*^ known to all concerned, in exclufive tenns, that this 

-fliallbc the motto : — Reftoration of rights. What rights? Univerfal 

Affrage, and annual Parliaments ; a thing that never did, and that never 

'-ca;n,'exift. Let them go back to the Hiftory of England 3 let them go 

' iiack to the deepeft antiquity, it never did exift. Thofe people, of whom 

Mr.'Margarot feems to be the ghoftly father, had not heard of the Bill 

• of Kights, nor' the claim of rights ; a?!d knew not what rights they 

• ftadbft. 

A^d, (jtotleihen",' I have be^n tatightby every writer of the laws .of fo- 
■ ^yeipx countries i I have been taught by ^yory enlightened foreigner wh© 

wrkws 



• V-' * .pon/Llfc fiiljjcft ; rhave been faiight by, evciy Frlton who eyei* 
T ^1 Tft opyiioii with regard to it, tfiatiince the revolution , this coimtiy 

.^ originally free,V^ifted everj* invader, till gi-adiially matured |:hix)Ogh cen- 

• tjn'ies, by the flow mellowing hand of time, notby aflbciations of fuch 
peopft as we have feen 'to day, but it \v?s clear that at that time, ^md 
till within thefe-two yeai's, we were the freeft nation upon tlie face of the 
earth; but if it be neccflar)^ to conftitute freedom that tin iverfal fuffrage, 
or annual parliaments that univerfal iuffrage, was a kind of proof of be- 
ing free, we never hsve been free from all eternity, and are not free at 
the prefent moment. 1 hope in God, in that fenfewe never ihall, becaufe 
that never can take place, for the beft of ?dl pofTible reafons^ as I believe 
the late Soame Jtnyns fays. It is the beft plan of the whole, fays he, for the 
beft of all pofiTible reafons, becaufe it is impradicable (goes on reading tie 
paper) that all occurrences may be known from one end of the kingdom to 
the other, to inilm6l every individual of this one great but indivifible 
mafs, in this way greeting together the inhabitants of this free country^ 
France, to*rejc6l that mightyVombination formed againft them. ^Still they 
nm upon the French exprcftlons in every part of their minutes, in every 
ipeech in their Gazetteer, continually recurring to French words, Fi'en^h 
terms, and French exprefTions. In another motion written by James Gart- 
ley, which Altchefon volunteered in telling me was not evidence againft 
Mr. Margaret, but it proves being found upon his perfon, it proves the 

. nature of that Convention, of which he was not or^y a member, but an 
a^live leading inftmment, it is alfo marked upon the-back by Aitchefon, 
and this motion is that the delegation figned James Gartley, who is the 
town diiimmer of Amifton near Glafgow, that the Convention took into 
their ferioiis confideration the necefhty of dividing the country into de-> 
. partments, in order that the friends of the people may have an opportunity 
of meeting in the particular department to which^they belong, and 
thus form a fort of Provincial Convention tliat they nwy become more 
particularly acquainted with each other. In the names of the delegates, 
James Gartley. 

Gentlemen. — The honor of the fitting appears to be given by tlic 
French Convention, to perfons they wifh to favor, .fo we find in the mi- 
nutes, among other infignia of the honors of the Britifti Convention, Se- 
cretary Skirvingftated, that he had juft now received five ftiillinga from an 
imknown hand for the ufe of the Convention. Honorable mention in the 
minutes was order to be made of this patriotic gift.— Upon my word I 
never was in the French Convention, and I hope I never ijiall, bu^ I 
fhould have fuppofed, from what I have read in the news-papers, that I ^ 
was reading of tiie French Convention at Paris., Citizen Callendar 

moved* 
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jTOovcd-tiiat hopei:fbn be allowed the honor of the fitting, witHout t\it 
irecomniendation of two perfons ; it is a favour not to be b*eftowcd ralhlj^ 
or lightly; which, widi amendments, paiTcd unanlmoully. ' Aft^T-. 
wjirds it was moved 'thatCapt.Johnftone, and I am extremely forrj^ 
to find him here,' if heis tbi individual to whom t allude at prefent, be- 
caufe it may perhaps Awnpel other proceedings againft him ; but wheii 
he read an account in the newfpaper of the fertence o^ Holt, the 
printeti of Newark, for re-printing thi Duke of Richmond's and 
Mr. Pitt's refolutions upon Parliamentary Reform, it wasnioved, that 
Capt. Johnftoh be admitted to the honor of the fitting. 

Gentlemen, there is 'one other circumftancc which I canhot help 
)tift in paifing tO\take notice &f, and it is that of a compulsory attend* 
ance enforced upon thofc perfons who might hav^ the misfortune to be 
deluded in a rafh uiithinking moment, into a participation of their pro* 
tecdings, to fliame them from doing, as Mr. Patcrfori, much to his ho- 
nor did, return back to his duty, jn this nrfanncr you will find, that 
iio delegate is to leave his poft, or is to get permiffion of abience froifi 
it, tiU he obtains a new delegation,' a fubHitute. lii his place to a£t for 
Jhim 'f we faw too mtch of this I think pointed a:t to day. Mr. Mar- 
garpt faid; he Vtduld riot tbuth upon the Catt heel of Paterfon, ii 
the queftion pxopofed to the witnefs, which he refufed to anfwer, an^ . 
.^hich the juftice of the Court would not enforce for this highly fa- 
ioiired Pannel,' who has ht^h favoured nrofe than any Scotchma'fi 
would have been. Hfc faid, he would not touch the fore heel of 
Paterfdn, for having done tha't which I am fure ydu will join with me 
.in thinking was to his honour; and God kfiows, when wd look A 
.thofe we faw here this morning, what this Pannel v^ill have to anfwer 
for; but I truft.what has been done this diy will make them ftudy 
^he law and conftitutiort oi the coOntry, bdfore they give an opinioti 
upon it, and before they truft again to fuch leaders a^s Mr. Margarot 
ind Mr. Skirving.' In ohe of the p'apers Cftilcn Wilfon, and an- 
6cher, requefted leav6 of abftnde to be granted them, and it wa-s 
moved that all the delegafts fhould have letters to return inimediately^ 
And remain at their pofts till the important bu^'efs, daily introduced 
in the Convention, ihall be properly difcuffed ; and in pa'ge loo of 
the. mlnures, Citizen Scott moved,' that before atiy ctelegate from iht 
4bountry fliall leave his ppft, he fhall write t6 his conftitucnts to fend 
another irt his rooAi. Agreed ^, netn. con. 

Gentlemen, the two inftances vyhich I have given are perfeftly fuf- 
tfcjent to ihew, that in this re(pe6t alfo, as in their declaring therh- 
feti^es permanent, which is pifoved by mafny witneflfes, i^;d which h 

i ' proved* 



pmted by tfic gazetteer, thtt they, m every p^er tEe maStioSim^ 
imitate to every refpc^k the proceedings of the Freafch CottveHtiosu 
In one word, I leave this point for your ^nfideratioii} repeating 
againj that thofe words taken of themfetvcs, or in any dtfieircnt,dr^ 
euzAilaBces, would have themfclvcs bee» idlcr «Ad that which yoa> 
eouid have grouiwled no verdiA upon ; but taking them in con junAioa 
viththe evidence of the Gazetteer, wid the parole evidence tlue4s^ 
vpon your table, certainly do go to the p<Mnt. Is It a,feditious meetiii^ 
or not, in as much as it proved it is was a meeting calculated for di» 
purpofe of overawing Parliament, and refiiting any B& which migbe 
paft until compelled to defift by fuperior force ; and that oondud fd« 
ipwtd by their ad<^ting every form of that country to which I am ib. 
•ften aihiding, if you are of that opinion, yoa will find averdilti# 
my favour fOr vrith regard to his being a ringleader in this buiiBtfir 
end being a man who condufted thefe Committees the evidence updlUr 
that point is fo clear, it i^ involved in every wocd^I have now read; th# 
moment you have come to a determination upon the one point, it 
ftcws, that he is a principal in the guilt of being a Member of that 
Convention^ and a ringleader in it, as fuch» he is more refponfible tha» 
ihe poor creatures whom yoi^have feen to daf^ and who were imdeir 
his guidance. 

Gentleman; I am afraid I trefpais more upon yeur thne^much mor» 
Ihan I had any intention of doingy when I rofe ; but 1 cannot help- 
taking notice of one thing which dropped, from the gentleman atth# 
bar, in the commencement of this dayV trial he told us, that he had 
cited feveral perfons, who were not evidences, this day' upon the trial; 
jnen bearing the higheft of&ces in the flate, and at preCent difchai^ingt 
the duties of thofe important offices in England^. And he brouglKt 
evidence which I dare fay is the cafe, that, under the letters of excuh-^ 
pation, which ISmc of courfe, and in which he can fill up anjMAame 
that he pleares,> that he fubpoenaed them in London haf the forms of' 
the law of England, in the courfe of fbmething which was not a verjc 
proper argument upon the fubjedk Mr. Marg^urot chdfe to refer n and^ 
.1^1 am not miflaken, I thank him for the expreffion^ he referred tc^ 
myfelf and to my own candour, if the public Pcofecutorhad notiiigher 
powers in bringing wimelTes to tins court than what hepoCefl&d*^ I« 
^k^ve no difEcuky,. at all times and^ feafonii^to give my opinion to a 
f annel, whether I am bound to do it or not, and I was ill prepared^ 
«hen to give him an. anfwcr ; but I faid I ha^ no more power of oomV 
felling witneiTes to come into this coun, than the meandft criminal \m 
the bar* Otir rights^ ia that rcfpeft, mO^ma^^mfea^ mt tha fioM.^ 
I , iwilL 
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tMi^yt him jfti inlhnce of it r A noted mf^tct bctmd twtki 
yean ftgo^ when one of your Lordflisps filled the office of SolkirO^ 
General of Gotland; A Aui of the name of M'Oee, a csTtrier of let* 
t»rt> was brought under an accu&tion of faavbg embezzled letters and 
(Men money intruded to his chatge* The principal evidence was a 
Woman, a relation of hh own^ and Who, immediately after t^e fa£l waa 
dBcovered, retired, to England* The Solicitor General brought hia 
indidmtfnragainft htm* I at that time appeared as counfel for the 
panneh The trial was adjourned from week to week, and from day 
to day I beeaufe this material evidence, the woman, would not come^ 
lot obvious reafons,' within the jurifdi£Hon of the courts of law, to giv* 
her teftimony againll the pannel. And how did fhe at laft come f 
Raving been concerned with him, fhe came at laft, beeaufe means wer« 
Ibund to notify to her, that if fhe did not come and do her duty as th^ - 
, Witnefs againil the pannel, fhe herfelf vrauld be tried in England as aq 
approver of the crime ; and therefore fhe came to fave and redeem hef 
twn life, and gave evidence, as fhe was bound to do} and which lh4 
^uld have been compelled to do, if fhe had been in this country ; an^ 
I hope that infUmce will fatisfy him, that even the powers of the pu- 
blic ProfeCutor are juft eladly what his are t that he muH take hia 
.chance of btinging wimelTeft from a foreign country, as we do;, and if 
he 18 not fuccefsfui there is no help for it* 

But, gentlemen, if it is meant by faying that thefe men have not 
Cbeyed the citation, if it is meant to found any plea of favour upon it, 
1 leave the Paimel in full poffeflion of any benefit he may derive from 
h ; but if you were to give weight to fuch an obje^iqn as that, feeing^ 
the reafon of it at prefent, there is not a pannel who would not be an- 
titied to the fame benefit^ be his crime what it may, who will not tell 
yon he has witnefTes in Germany, in Trance, in America, or in the In* 
dies, and you mvA always take the pannel's word for it ; and you wiH 
tOfaGdtr if there is any poflibility of doing duty to yourfelves or your 
c(|untry, if you receive excufes of that kind. 

Gentlemen, before I fit down, I nmH obferve it was faid, that In all 
tiieir pretentions they were not afraid of what they were abovt. 1 
•mitted to mention one very material ^aper, which I trufl will fatisff 
you that the Gentlemen were perfeftly aware of the danger of wh^ 
they were about *y)ii a lett^ from Mr. Hardy, who is the fecretary of 
the Lwidon Correfponding Society, which vras found in the pofii^Son 
0f Mr. Margarot, after a long account of what was going on, and tell- 
ing him, that they had fcnt drau^, and •complftining of the fhort- 
toming in of 4it fuids wlucb were ^bftiitfed; it f*«mp| for tbt c«rr;f Inf 
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Mr. Gernld down to this country -, which» h&fays, had fallen hrnent'* < 

tbly (hort of theic expectations ; and at lad concludes thus : '< I have 
*«^ to inforn> you of the wifh of the Society, that you would favour 
^ them with the number of Delegates in the Convention from Eng- . 
•• land ; alfq and how the civil and military pdwer rcliihes your meet- 
'* ing. Upon the 8th of November, 1793, a few days after, Mr. 
Margarot^and Mr. Gcrrald arrived iachis city, upon an obje£t which 
they are not aihamed or afraid to avow, an objedt for the public good, 
and of Scotland in particular, it is fomething extraordinary that it 1 

ihould come ipto the head of the Secretary to tlie meeting, by which 
they were appointed, to afkthe queftion, how the civil and mititary 
power rdiflied their meeting. The military power has never inter- 
fered : it Cannot interfere to check fuch meetings as thefe, though the 
confequences of fuch meetings, I hope and truft, never will be fuch as 
to render the civil -power compelled to adopt that laft and neceHary 
picafure j though, were I to look at the fpeech of Mr. Gerrald, ftated 
in the Gazetteer, mentioned in the minutes, and which he gave imme- 
diately after that folemn refolution was come to, 1 wiil pot at this 
hour trouble you with quoting it, it would be clear to demonftration, 
that Mr. Gerrald at that moment ihews, in ftri6t terms, what is his 
meaning, that this refolution was come to, with the purpofe of refift- ' 

ing lawfu) authority by force, as Coburn tells you, paying no regard * 
whatever to it, though pafled by the legiflature ; in that fpeech refer- 
red to in the minutes, and in the Gazetteer, he fays, I rife to congratu- 
late the Convention on the adoption of this refolution, not only on the 
propriety of the meafure itfclf, but on that unanimity and folemnitjr 
with which it is pafled ; then goes on to a long ftory, with regard to 
the Irilh bill. Bur the conclufion is this, though I could not get ^ 
copy of this bill, the heads which I have read are fufEciently explaaa- 
tory of its dcteftable principles, which was a bill pafTed for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of preventing the meeting of a Convention formed upoo 
French models, and imitating French politics. I read the other day 
a fpeech of one of tiie ableft men in the Irifh Parliament upon tha^ •' 

fubje^. The objc6t of that bill was to check a Society of united- 
Irilhmen; a fociety with whom I alfo have the honour to be acquainted* 
a fociety which fent foroc papers ^o this country of fo feditious a na» \ 

ture, that even the firft Convention refufed to receive it, as being a 1 

treaibnable paper, for which the unhappy mover is at this moment 
fuffering the punifhment that the law h^ awarded. He goes on : I 
hope the morion, which has paiTed this night, w}\\ convince the raini- 
&cr> that we are determined to guard againft every atteoipt that may 



he ffiadc to deprive \is of bur rights ; an^,' tHougK by fomc It majrlie 
? thought a bold, by others a daring fhearure ; yet it will be found tKe 

beft for fccuring the peace of the country j for if fuch a law were fuf- 
fci'ed topafs,'*if men were not allowed to utter their complaints/ a 
number'of rancorous paftions would arife, and we would feck to an- 
peal to that laft terrible dccifion, the event of which Tsuh certain ; tiut 
which God and nature allow. If the fervillty of the peopfe pad'begn 
' lefs, if they had dared to meet, and in place ofmurniuring, 'had.told 
the rulers, thsft there was danger in {eeking ta deprive them of c|{cir 
liberties, we i need not have had that refolution to hate 'reqiiirre'd.to 
to-night ; but when I faw the calm deliberate- countenance of ever^jr.oiie 
prefent, .and the folemn manner in which it was pail'ed, 1 was con- 
vinced that it was not only a refolution of words, but a Vule pf aifllon. 
That is the commentary, which, if Itruft the Gazettce^, and we are 
are bound to believe it, after what we have heard, this is me comnien- 
'taty whicn. Mr. Gerrald gfves to that refolution, wTuchXlfave. already 
' ' ilawd a^ being conipofed in arifql ambiguous terms, aiiA to wl^qh I 

have aflijred fo crimin;al and, fo guilty a cbiiclufion. It appeals to me, 
and I truft will appear to you, that the purport, of that refolution, arh- 
I * biguoufly worded, "andVoriie to wjth fuch awfiil {blemnity, was a refolu- 

tion t.hat, m any of thofe emergencies, if they' had happenedjitwashot^to 
be a refolution of words, but a rule of a£lion, you are to conlid^r whe- 
ther that re to be fuffere'd ; and Tknow, becaufelt is'the common law 
* of the coontry, that your powers,' as" Ji3rymen,''areTuflnKrrent tocfie^ 
' fuch Conventions. If fuch men are to liieet to cohfider wliat.are their 
rights, and what ought to ciititle'tlieni to that laft and terfible decifion, 
the event of which is lindertain,* biit which God and fwitufe; allows. 
[ If yoij pcnnit thgt'tobealiovved, where is the fecurity of ypur laws, 

1 your livps, or youir liberties ? Where is the prote6tion which this 

f government gives to us alli'tligh or lov>, Vich or poor, if thefe -men's 

Opinions, be th^ ever fo learned, are to he fet'up'Vn oppofitioh to the 
I Britilh Parliament; or if they are to judge in vvhat. point they are to 

I recur to that laft and terrible decincn, which comes to that whidi we 

I fee in a neighbouring country, vvhere blood and devaftatiph are the 

[ (:ertain confequences, 

Gentlemen, before I conclude, fomethmg was faid, and I hop'e*I 

vindicated you ; in the commencement of niy argument';" fomelhirig 

i was faid about the jurifcs of this country^' fopething was faid againft 

r niyfelf and the other fervants of the Crown, if he means the fer- 

■ vints of the Crown in this country, I unqueftionably ftand amongft 

i!t^m» It is {aid that \vc arc the pcrfons guilty of Sedition ; that vv^ 

I 3 f0W4 
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flawed Sedition between our mafter «&d omr fellow fubjeft^i that wq 
are the proper perfons to fiand at that bar$ that to u$ are to be ua« 
inited'the offences with which I have charged him. Upon that poiac 
jou muft detarmine^ And I feel not the leaft diiBculty in thinking that 
upon thdit charge I fhtH meet with a complete acquittal : all that I now 
fky, that ftanding in the fituation in which I do, and ably a^^iled as I 
amj I have never brought any indifbnent againfl any man for any of- 
,l'cnce» X nevci; opened in my life a iHuidle of papers which were lai4 
'ieioxe me, containing the cafe of. a propofed criminal^ without an aw- 
fql feeling upon my own mind of the delicacy and the extent of that 
duty which depended upon the exercife of my 4]nder{landing) and con* 
fulting my cgnfcience upon the fub]e£t« If you diiter with me upon 
this dccafion> I ihould at lead hope, if it is pollible we can d4irer upo^^ 
the fubie6^, that ypu will not think, I have brought any improper or 
* •pprefiive proTecution before you ; at leaft, if I am guilty o^ feditioufly 
perverting tfie duties of my office to any purpofe« I ihaU loak back 
. with fome confolation that hitherto! have received the beft fupport, 
which comes home to a^an's confciencei the unanimous opinions of a 
jury of my country. Something was faid of being a placeman and a 
peniioner. t ant a placeipan, it is true » 1 h^ve been for ten years in 
two high iituations ; and I have and am unqueHionably liable to that 
fai^ionabie imputation of the BritKh Convention; that even the boy 
that they called exulted that he wa^ not a peniioner. I plead guilty 
to the charge pf being a placeman ; as to a penfioner I am not, I ihould 
feel myfelf mean indeed in my own eyes, if, by accepting the fituation 
TL now hpld^ my independence wasfinjured in the fmalleft refpe^. It 
J have been, by accidental circutpftances, early brought forward tp 
thoJTe fituations, if I found them militating againft the dilates of my 
own mind , I truft, with all thf emolument of it, nothing ihoul^ 
tempt me to retain it, or prevent me from throwing it up, 1 feel that 
J have done nothing but brought the guilty to juftice j and as to whit 
they may fay, I care not for it. ^ They have my full approbation i 
they have a better thing, they have a right to attack me upon that 
(core ; as to a penfion I have nope, nor am I liable to any fuch impu> 
tation. J have, from the earlieil period of my life, bom in this 
placer fconi the moment I came to that bar, I have fupported myiclf » . 
and, were I to be turned out to-morrow, I ihould retire behind thjit 
bar, and my fiftnds roim^i me, as free of the public money, as poor 
and as Independent a man as I was in 178 4^ when I was Mi intx^-^ 
duced within it. I beg pardon for having deviated from that &vi6t 
tine of my duty ; but having been attacked, and probably ihaU again 



^ attacked u a placeman and a penfioner, which is die cant phrafe •£ 
thefe gentlemen of the Bimih Convention, I thought proper to fay 
£> much before I Ikt down) and before I call upon you» which, I hopo 
and truft will be the cafe to jretum that verdiA which I think ia 
founded upoii the evidence^ that this roan is guiky of the crime of Se- 
<Iition with which I have charged htm. 

Mr. Marjiaroi. Gentleman of the Juiy,-«I ihaU come undonbted* 
I7 with great difadvantage, after the florid oratory of the public Pro^ 
Iccutor; however, he fortunately for me has been fo Kerjr profufe in 
many points, that it reminds me of Shakefpear*s proverb* 
^ Two grams of wheat in a baihdi of -chaff.*** 

X addrefs myfelf at prefent to my country, an^ through the medluia 
hf a Jury.— You are the reprefentatives of that country ; — ^great is the 
truft reposed in you, you are men, I make no doubt, of untainte^,— of 
unfpotted chara6ters, and I hope you will prove yourfdves iuch.*— 
High founding words I hope will yield to plain fenfe* 

Gentlemen/— I am not an attorney, thank God i<^neither am I a 
Member of Parliament,-^thai^ God likewiie. — It is the public Ac- 
cufcr's bufineft «o fet forth, in tiie tnoft lively colours, every crimei or 
imputed crime, which he dates at the Bar of this Court* — I do not 
4>lame him for £0 doing. I do not find fault with him for making 
<he ntoft^of his talents, or doing the moft for the money he receives.-*- 
He has howe^wer tried to prejudice you in the firft inilance againfl me* 
He has thrown out that I have aflerted that you are a packed Jury.--^- 
It is a falfehood.—- Forgire me. Gentlemen of the Jury,*- forgive m$ 
fiiy country, if I fpeaka bold but plain langua^.— I ca^mot give you 
(for I am not a fycophant) high foundisg words, but that which you 
■will underftaad. I did not (ay you were a packed Jury — I objeded to 
not one of you, but obje^ed to the unconftitutional way in which I faid 
the ]\aj wese chofen out of the AiRze; bccaufe it is in the bt«aft of th£ 
Lord Juftioe Clerk to pick out Aich as he thinks proper ; and thereforct 
though you are not z flacked ]\jxj^ when hechufes to^xert his fkill and 
penetration that way, you may become 9^ jacked }\xvy» However at pre- 
^nt the caufe is of great fonfequence; it is not merely a criminal at 
the Bar that you fee in me ; — it is not the crimes of an individual; 
it is not the efforts -of oae fingle perfon that are attacked ; — no, it i$ 
' at prefent your «wn rights which are attacked, is it is the lights of 
your country, and your country lock to you to do thofe rights juftice^ 
and to fuftain them.-— Gentlemen the public Profecutor has found 
fneans to blend triils, crimes, criminals^ various perfons and various ar*- 
tides of accufation altogether, in order to make a fum total of fuch a 
litti as iball feize upc» your imagination, and make ypu behold a 
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mwmtam of gulit, where, in faft. there is not even a more hiU ot im- 
prudence^In me at prefent, I am forry for it, and it will appear pet'- 
flaps » kind of pride; but it is the truth that in me the caufe of a 

_ Parliamentary Reform is this day attacked_it is the not the individu- 
.al m,^I Ihould have efeaped notice; but it is the dangers impending 

^ from abroad, asd the dangers impending at hoine, on tlie heads o^ 
fhofe who now oqcupy fome of the higheft Rations in the ftate;-^ 
^ofe who, ehtruftcd by the Cro^vn with the greareft powers, may p^! 
haps hay. madte a jyrirfe ufe of them than they think they could an. 
fwer for before a parliament, fairly and freely chofen by the whole 
people of this country ; and yet that very caufe of parliamentary Re.' 
form was efpoyfcd by thefe very men before they were in place - 

Gentlemen, the public Profecutor has faid. that I attempted, 
both m doors-and out, to Ihake the confidence of the people, with re- 
gard to a Jhry ; and he aftervvards, with truth added, that a Jury wa, 
the bnghteft privilege of Englifhmen.-So it is, where a Jury i, 
fa.lbful to m ;:^ft-^it is the greateft privilege the ingliih ConftituL 
knows of ; becaufe. Gentlemen of the Jury, .hen you are honeft, ^l 
Hand, not between the law and the Accufed, but between thofe in 

Cft "V "?'^-^°" ''' '""^'^^ execution of ihe laws;^ 
you ftand between the Accufer and the man who is perhaps weaS 
.than the Accufer, either in tongue or in knowiedgefand as h^hS 

thought proper to avaihimfel^of that fuperiority and to carry it forth, 
1 w,l undoubtedly y.eld to him with .gard to talentsW eLjuenL 
but for the foundnefs of p,y do^rfne I VH no,yiel4 to him.-lnE 
n.en,I never attempted to prejudice the people againil a Jury. I ever 

Jury,~,pmft every aft of m.quity, in trying to mitteada Jury, or in 
uymg to mfluence a Jury, even if the -an on the Bench trS^influ 
ence a Jury.. lihall flop him. I ftall withheld him. and td ^1^ 

•Sv « V ' T T r ^"°"' '° •'"P ^*« -'""• ^he bounds of hL 

Si . p" 'r "^ °"' -«-ce.-With the fame fnirit of La! 
t,o„ thepubhcProfecutor has Mled out the treafonableLer wh'h 
he % hes on the table; and he is obliged, in th. end, to tell y^ 
hat .f u appears to you that the Britifh Convention really had no fel 
CenTT's' ''^^■""^ only,/-^.. feeking a Reform in S- 
Wnt whether « was to be by annual Parliaments, or whether t 

_M. P'>«, yet that Convention muft be innocent ; but fays he. yZ 
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piuft concur with me, that the paVole aad written evidence «w mori 
than fufficitnt to prove me guilty; and adds a very curious reafoning; 
r-he fays, if you wait till you have pofitive proof, it will be too^Jate j 
therefore, make hafte, avail yourfefves of the prefumptive proof that I 
give you, and condemn him, which is to fay, fport with the lives, 
— fJ>on with the Liberties of Englilhmen, for fear of accidents befall- 
ing you hereafter.—- Is that the language of mercy ? ts that the lan- 
guage of the Gonftitution ? — Is it the language of the Laws ? — Ht 
calls his proofs in the firft inflance folid'and convincing ; although, at 
laft, he is obliged to have' recourfe to that fubterftige'; he fays, it 
amounts to more than-^ledition, and arraigns the ignorance of the 
•Members of that Convention at the fame time that he arraigns their 
witkednefs, that they pretend to be ignorant of ivhat really is feditiorf; 
and yet he does not deign to inform them.— He fays, it is as ftriftly 
defined as murder, but he does ttot give 3«3U that definition ; he only . 
%8," we are guilty of Seditiom— Now -fedition hiuft be fome aft; it 
cannot be a'concealeic! operation of the mind, it muft Be an overt aft ; 
and yet he wants you to jiadge not of our overt afts, but of -our inten* 
tbris ; which, all the witnefib have agreed in faying, were peaceful, 
orderly, and fecmipgly legal. I fay fecmingly* bccalufe, as there is that 
idea of our appearance being different from o\ir real ihtention, I put 
^ the word fceining into their mouths ; " but I profefs ta you that our ixH- 
temions perfeftly coincided with our operations. — He acktiowledgcs 
the right of the iubjeft tp addrefs the king or petition thel*arliament; , 
apd it is well that he acknowlt^dgcs- it.— The affirorit upon your under- 
ftandings.; i repeat it, the affront upon your underftandrngs" would be 
^00 grofs, were he not to acknowledge that firecmen have a right to 
petition for redrefs, when they think themfelves abufed^ ~ * 

You are not to judge (a curious reafohing) Gentlemen you are not 
to judg^upon any particular faft ;— you are not to judge tjicrcly upon 
fhe evidence brought againft^me ; — ^you are not to "judge upon thofe 
trivial matters brought forth fo night, which apply entftrely to tiae ; but 
you are to judge from the contexture of the whole." You are to judge 
i I papers that are to criminate Skirving, Brdwn, Sinclair, Callcn- 
c ; and, as I undeirftand there are a great n,umber more againft 
\ )ni Indiftments are making out, thefe papers are to Crirninatc all ; 
a the contexture is to criminate all. He . has wandered far from 
1 Indiftment 5 he aflcrts of his authority, ^however, it is but 
'y that, while he allows you \he talent of prying into the 
b ts .of men, it is but right, he ihould retain fbme fhare of 
tl fame penetration; and therefore with that fagacity which he 
-* m,he fays that our intentions were pofitivcly to join the invaders 



^IBMm^ let them be who they would, he does not name them taf 
then he deiiret yqu, in a laoft pathetic manner, to lay your hands upoa 
your hearts, and fee if fi;ich men ought not to be pronounced traitors 
\t> ihetr coomry. Undoubtedly men doing fo would be traitors to theif 
constry ; but how does he prove that that was our intention ? Ht 
Itrings you forward fax moie conrinGing proof than written evidence ; 
)ie brings you forward a ^ank to prove ^ur guik. He acknowledge^ 
Ihat no notice ha^ been taken of three prior Conventions ; and yet it 
¥rill appear to you, ^^ntlemen, by tho& who have attended theie prior 
Conventions, ^lat this Convention a&d exa£^ly upon the iame plan ^ 
therefore the iaws of the land wene either afleep at that time, or they 
are over-vig^ant at this. He calls us ji let of French Conventionifit . 
I dnnot believe that there wese fiv« men in the Convention that can 
%fl8^ Jiench* I do not believe that there wefe five men who havt 
^ adequate idea of France ; and it <ioes net appear, Crom the evidenee 
that has been biou|^ 3>efore you, that any fingle^ member of the Cos* 
ventian has any intercouie whatever widi Fiance ; but yet it |s crhnir 
lul in OS ta adopt <iertain terms. Thofe terms, taken by them(elv<^ ht 
tells yon, are not criminal^ Isut tak« tiiem, at thijs prefent crifis, alto* 
gethei« forma mais of guik which it really hurts him to migntion, he la 
Jo tender. However, to fypport this allegation, he does not bringany 
{ffoof 9 be gives it mer^ as an afiertion ; and which is a$ legal an au«* 
thority, as he undoubtedly hekl tbofe orders miadk he gave to Mr* 
Davidibn, die Sheriff SiiblUcute; and which, by the %ye, he aduiow* 
ledges* He reflets upon me as being, or preuadiiig to be an £ng<r 
|gli&man. Dare he doubt it, or dare he dtfpute i&— I hav« been, I ac» 
Itnowledgp it, obnozioujB to .his unde or father, or whoever be is, ^ 
London and feveral other Members of t^e Admim^ation. Thofp 
vrho profit by the ipoils of the nation, thofe who once were Inendly 
'tD^ Reform in Par&unent^ but now they have got inM the enjoyment 
«f the good things of the treafury, feek no mprjc that reform. Had t 
%een a foreigner I fiiould have been long ere now fent ahiioad under 
^ Alien A6i:. 

Gentlemen, he alkdges againft me, as an ^icle <ii accufation, n 
notion faid to be made hy me; and he then reverts to the tef^mony 
«f Rofs and Cobum, and fupports it by other charges of certain forms 
ifhich Mr.Callandar (who^ itfeemis, has run from his bail in a mo& 
4i%raceful manner^ wi&ed to introduce into the Convention-*<-A Re- 
form ^ Parlianient, he will not admit— he calls it (but it remains 
isr the narion to determine, whether he calls ix rightly 6r not) a 
change of th^ ConfiituticRu A Reform undoubtedly would make ^ 

chanf^^ 
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cbange, but it mcnUi nfltht biyht Confiiratioa; tbougfaf to W ftn^ 

, # change from fkkoefs to heakh is fo &r a dumgc m the Coiftitutipn ; 

but it is jpaffible diat you may jrecover your priflmc heakh, and vdakt n« 

akeratioD in your fonaer ConftitucioD i you only do away your difeai*! 

aad that is the way in which a Reform is meant to operate. He p !cada 

^uch againft univeriai Suffrage, and annual Parliaments. Indeed 

•nAual Parliaments he touches more tenderly upon, and he is right* 

liowever, die lama power that made them fram annual to triennial, 

a^d from tdcnnial to feptfinnial, may very likely go on to make them 

ior life, or even hereditary. But to ihew that unirerial Suifiage haa 

laken place, I will gire you a potation {nm. a Sootch Author* 

The Lord Advocate has faid, it could not take place for the beft of ail 

foffible reafons, (and I have heard that twice in this Court) becaub 

it 13 impra^icaUe. A Z^ord, learned in the law, and whoTe autho* 

jrity none here will deny, Lord Kakns, fays that, « with regard to 

** this matter one thing is certain, that the Rfgiam Majeficuem wi^ 

^ compiled in the days of one of our Pavids* The author, wboaver 

*< he be, declares that he was commanded by Kmg David to compilo 

^ this work with the counfel and advke cf his whole fealm.** 

There, Gentleman, yon fee it was not the advice of reprefentativcsi 

jiot the advice of individuals f but it was the advice of his whole 

realm* The ikme Lord JCaim does not fix a Government^ or a Coa^ 

IdtuticQi to any one particular |^int. He does not tell you that the . 

Confiitution of Great Britain is the very beft ^t ever eiufted from al 

etemi^^ as our learned Lord does \ or that it will endure to all etemi^ 

ty, but he (ays, ^ Government is one of the arts wfaiph neceility hat 

^ fuggeiied, which time and experience have rlpemul, and which ta 

** fufceptiUle of improvements without end. It muft alfo be th^ privi* 

I «* le^ of every fociety to improve «]pon its government." There yow 

I |ee^ Gentleinen, there you fee people of this country, that it admits of 

Mffliprovements without end ; and therefore that which it good to day 

, mxj be better b>morrow» Lord JELaims fays, ^ k is the privilege of 

^ every Society to improve upon iu government \ and what fignl- 

ffies the privilege, if we are not to have the enjoyment of it* I will 

ararfaat the learned Lord, that whatever priviicges.he enjoys, in his ' 

on, he would not think them privileges, if he Was debarred from 

enjoyment of them— Then, why ihould a nation be deprived dt 

which would be a lofs to an iiidividual, w)iofe intereft' is it t^ 

government' ibouki be good. Is it the intereft of the few, o]^ the 

!ceft of the many ?««>Undoubtedly it is the intereft of the many. It 

I tfic «ooceni of the rnuiyi and ^nfe^ucntV the int«reft of the many. 

He 



ffc'dOTtinues, — " It muft alfo bethe privilege of every focicty' to inri 
^ prove upon its governtncnvas well as its manufa^lures, huibaidry 
^* or* other art invcn'tcd for their good" — Here you fee if an improvtr- 
ment is admiffible in an art, it is fo in governn^ent. " No particoiai' 
•* form therefore can be effential, as no particular form is 'preferable to 
♦* anotltcr." T^his is a Scotch Lord who fpcaks, •' unlefs by having 
** a greater tendency to promote its end-r-thc good of the fociety.'* 
Therefore, how excellent foever our Conftitution may be in its prcfcnt 
forrt of thr*e eftates, and in the prefent moft. excellent, mofi immacu- 
late way of elc6Hpg Members of Parliament ; yet, if there is a better 
inodc of elefting Members of Parliament, it is not only our right, but' 
"our doty to do it ; yet meetings for that purpofe are deemed feditioi^s, 
although there is no overt aft of Seclition, but 'merely the conI!ru£ti<Jii 
cf the public Accufer, for the do^rine that he has pleaded is, that fae- 
ibre a man is guiity yeu (hall hang him, chat he may not become Sl 

TOgUC. '• ' ' 

Gentlemen^ another great point is the committee of fecriecy; thai 
palls him forely. Undoubtedly we ought to have told him what wie: 
were jrtxnif. We faid we had no fecrcts, and immediately after ap- 
pointed a committee of fecrecy,- It is true, and there is no inconfiften^ 
cy in it. We had no ftcrets to go upon; our plan was pcrfeftly eonftl- 
ttitional, and muft operate for the common good; but, at the fame time> 
feeling ourfelveSr under the arm of power ; feeling ©urfclves to be mi- 
litating againft abufc alF powerful, it was prudent in us for the prefent 
not to expofe ourfelvcs teore than nepeffkry i it was prudent to fecurc ' i 
to otjrfelves « fafc place of meeting. He has faid, it would be rebel- 
}iofi, 3nd an overt a£t of treafon. As to that I do not fee how a fecr^t ] 
meeting can be an overt a£t of treafon. We (hould have been ^ble ta^ 
repair to the place of meeting fccrfctly, becaufe we knew every ftretcK 
of power would be made ufc of againft us, and thefe is more than rea^«.J 
fon to fufpeft that the prefent war with France is not dirc^ 
IbVely againft France, but againft the caufe of Reform in England, 
was meant by that war to divert the attention of the public from t 
caufe, under the pretext of that ancient prejudice that that count 
was always ournatural enemy; the numerous failures that are daily talcl 
ing place; the numerous lolfcs that we have experienced, both, I ; 
forry to fay it, both by fea and by lamd, teach us that that war is ; 
from being a profitable one ; teach us, that we are farther off 
ou]^ end now than we were at the begmning of that war; for tvci 
at this day Icfs able to treat, or to treat on fuch advantageous te 
with that nation we havefo mucl^ dcffrtfed as we were at the 1 
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mg of tbt war. Ruin flares m in the face in eve^^ part of, M 
I Kingdom >. every aunufa6turing town is labouring under the greateik 
miibry. London ihews no lefs than ^ooo Spitalfi^ds Manufa£lureci 
who-atjB llarving. Norwich, another gre^t wading town (From which 
I hare appeared in the Convention as a Delegate) i& \p. fo difmal a li* 
tuation, that the poor rates, which were at firft, two years ago I thinks 
or 18 jnonths ago, but 3s,. 6d. in -the pound, now amount to the enor-- . 
fflous fuoi of 17s. 6d. ; and, by Lady day next, they will be 205. in 
the pound, owing to the prefent war. 

Gentlemen, I hope you will not think it impertinent in me to fol- 
low the example that has been fet me, of reading from a ne\yspaper« tt 
. is not altogether fo plealing a faftto me, as that which |he Frofecutoc 
I ftated 'iom the Gazetteer was to him. It gave him fatisfaftion .tha^ 
it criminated me — it gives me pain that I am obliged to criminate thofe 
that are In oflEce. I will read to you a letter from a Clergyman \\ha 
! rioted the Spittalfields' Weavers, and made a report of that vifit. Yoji 
i will by this fee part of the diftrefs in which they are now plunged, 

I owing to the war : it is a letter addrelTed to the Reverend Mr. T ♦ 

[ (r€M^ it from Morning Chronicle See Appendix No. i.) 

Gentlemen, I will alfo read you a paragraph unc# itradifted by au- 
thority from tfee Morning Chronicle, of ift. of January, 1793. The 
£ditor fays,—" In one flhort month (December 179a)" (Set A^pen^ 
dixJ^.-z.) 
^ What is that but faying, that our Conftitution is greatly impaired 
I within thefe twelve months, if we do not look to it, we ihall have 
I AOthing but an Itafian or a Spanifh conftitution left to us. Huw there- 
fere are we to reftore that Conftitution, bat by a timdy Reform ? -and 
are we to obtain that Reform, but by purfuing it with vigour ? 
how arc we to purfue it, if we are not to meet, and if an Englifli 
-will permit a public Profecutor (and believe every word he fays) 
throw an odium upon them ; and fay, that though their meaning 
be good now, it may in future be bad ; and therefore you mull 
nan them as feditious. As a further proofs however, of the con- 
onality of thefe meetings, and the right we have to revert to our 
nai Conftitution, and to do away the exifting defeats of that which 
rtncd the prefent Conftitution ; and which in fa£t is nothing but 
's engrafted on our Conftitution. I will read to you a letter from 
Bathurft to Dean Swift 5 although in his time the Houfe of 
mens Was corrupt ; fince that time no great effort has been made 
eud it J and we all know that human inftitUtions, however good 
XXk^y be in their firft fetting out, go natural]^ to d^cay, unlefs rc- 
4 pl^iredfc 



< "6 ) 



\ 



ftibti* It bit mofeoifer been aflettedi iAat one tt tile glories ttdtif 1 
Conftimttoii iff that it is of fuph a natare, that it will gdmit of repairs^ I 
IrithoQt Ixing thrown out of order, aatf will always be adyanuged hf : 
k s and that repair mud: come frsm the peopk ; btit hear what I^rd 
Batiburft fays t ** 1 am convinced that our Conftitiidoii is already ffmt;** 
lockily for us the publie Prosecutor has found it agmn to bight, 'Va&d 

* we are idly ftruggling to maintain what in truth has been long Iclk; 

< ** like fome old foots here^ with gout and paliies^ at fourfcore yeaia : 
*< old drinking the waters/^ he was then at Bath, << in hopea of health 
^ again* If this was not our cafe, and that the people are already in ' 
^ tffeSt flaves, would it have been poffible for the fame minifter, who j 
^ had proje^ed the ercife fcheme (before the heats it had occafianed ^ 
^ in the nation were well laid) to have chofen a new Parliamdic agaia 
** exa£^ly to his mind > and though perhaps not altogether fo ftrong in 
:* numbers, yet as well difpofed in general to Jiis purpofes as he could 
^ wifli. His maiter, Z doubt, is not fo well beloved as I could wiih ha 
«* wsis/* You fee that even in the time of Lord Bathurft there were . 
So greater enemies to the King than bad fervants y for hone alienate j 
the affections of a people from a king fo much as bad fervants of ^a 
crown.—" His mfiftcr, I doubt> is not fo well beloved as I could wifli 
•• he was z the miniftcr, I am fure, is asmuch hated and detefted as 
** ever man was ;*' whether that ^plies to the prefent time or not, 1 
leave the people of England and Scotland to difcover, ** and yet I fay a 
« new parliament was chofen of the ftamp that was defircd, after hav- 
•• ing failed in the moft odious fcheme that ever was projefted. Af- 
•* ter this, what hopes can there ever poffibly be of fuccefs ? Unlcfs it 
^ be from confuGon, which God forbid' I ihould live to fee. In ihor^ 

. ** the whole nation is fo abandoned and corrupt^ that the crown caA 

* never fail of a majority in both Houfcs of Parliament. He ma)tes 
^ them all in one Houfe, and he chufes above half in the other «. fbut 
<« and twenty Siihops" very upright men ** and fixtcen Scotch I^ordft 
** is a terrible weight in one ; forty five from one country, bcfidcs €^ 
■* Weft of England, and all the government Boroughs is a dreadful 
«« number in the ^her. Were his Majefty inclined to-morrow to de^ 
^ dare his body Coachman his firft Minifter, it would dtfjuft as virei| 
^ and the wheels of government would move as eafily as they do wifl 
^ the fagadous Driver, who now fits on the box. Parts and a|;>iIitiJ 
** arenot in the kali wanting to condu£t affairs i the Coachman kao^ 
** how to feed his cattle, and the other feeds the beafts in hia fervicd 
«* and this is all the ikiil that is necefiary in either C3&. Axt not €kyA 
"* fttfident dificuluei aa4 difcoi^^eiBcata, if there were »o otU 
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^ dtufwouf^any mlniflragglQ sgamil corruption, wtien heieirow$ 
« ditt if he ii tret near dcfeatmg it, thofe wbo make uTe of if 
«i only double the doTe, and carry all their points further, and Tnth 
<• a higher hand than perhaps they"^ firft istended.'* Therefore die^ 
poor Reformer generally coraes off the worft $ as perhaps will be tho 
is& with thofe who are now n your Bar. Gentleine«, fincn the 
days of Lord Bathurft the diforders of theHate hare gone on increaf* 
hg, and we are nlow loaded with luch an immenfe debt, that it is in* 
eomprehenfible how the nation fopports stfelf under it ; and there 
«re now fbity milhons more to add to it, for the fake of preventing » 
Refora^ in P^amem. A foreign war was^ entered mto widi that 
view, while the Crown Lawyers h^e been hi^ily buTy^at home s 
words hare been raked up of as far date bade as a twelve month ;ipiai 
Jet in private families ; fervants mteyrogated ; thr man has been £et 
againfl hi$ mafler, and the child j^inft its parent. Every art ha» 
been ufed to braig forth criminal proTeeutions, in order that vefoma^ 
may bedifcouraged in every ihape $ and that thofe, who had been the 
laremoft in attempting any thing like Reform, ihould be ftigmatized 
as feditious,<^treafbnabIe, — as ringteaftters.^— thefe words you hsfftt to* 

I eiferated ^ain and again, till they mnft have tired your patience. 

' Gendemen, here is a ftatement of die National Debt, whi^h per* 

leftly applies to the cafe in points The National Debt began with uur 
happy revolution, which we are* ail bound to praife; and would to^ 
God the ConMtution was as found now as it was then, Cthe Nation* 
al Debt was a fcheme dcvifed by William »)d Mary^ to fecure their 
^Doting in England. At firft it amounted, I believe, to feven mil- 

I Mons i but during that reign it inereafed to iixteen millions, ^d the 

j ' wars rf Qgeen Anne tncreafed it so fifty fowr miilions— ^the amount of . 
the Debt at the end of the war of 1 74^ was 78,150,000 ^ the ^mount. 

[ of the Debt at Ac commencement ^ the war in 17$$ was 75 mil* 

|r Itons i after that there was a diminution took place of about four mil- 
lions, which were paid off. At the end of Lord Chatham's war the 

' Naticmal Debt amounted to ^46 millions, it diminiihed by the peace ta 
S36 millions fo.that a peace, which lafted till 1775 diminiihed it ten 
millions, and in the war from 1775 to 1^7831 the infamous American 
war ; Where you will recollect the Americans were firft treated as xe- 
bels, exa^y in the fame manner that the French are now treated v 
^eyvreit deemed rebels; they^wef^ deemed a fet of villains; they 
were deemed the worft creature^ upon the face of the earth; and 
%i^ieo«verit)ey were ipoken of, i( was one Hancock, one Adams, one 
fpif, oat ^; twip» iki ^r, till m firoii^ f» tbye end of ua year» 
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.warandan cxpcnce of 134 millions, bcfi^es 100,000 liycs lofi m tWf 
tvalr, we. were obliged to give up the war, and accept of an Ambafla- 
dor from them : and^ at the time of JVIf . Pitts acceffion to the TreaW 
iary Bench it amounted to; 270 r^rfions. At this preient day it h up* 
wards of 3*0 millions; and, if we go q» thus year ^cr yfer, we ihall! 
£aon make it 400 miUions. But the remstrks in thi^ pap^r «re mor^ 
appofite to the point : 

" So immeiife a debt as 270 millions,' bearing an jntereft of about 
** nine millions and a half, was an alarming tircum^ance to the Pu-- 
*' blic, after the lofs of half the Britilh domimoiis abroad f and'fome- ' 
" thing muft be doae tp divert the attention of the people frdm^ny fe^' 
** rious enquiry into the corruptions and arbufes which hard ipvolvc<J 
" the nation infuch rgin; \ , . 

«' Mr. Fox wa^ for probing this ulcerated vvoii'nd to the bottora,' 
*' and meeting pur Situation in an open manly manner, but tht feaei. 
^ junto in the Cabhiet;" and that jvunto, gentlemen of tlie Jury 1 
will tell you originated m Scotland. I know not at prefent whether 
it coritinues its root there or not^ I am much inclined to think it 
. does ; but the fecret junto " forefaw, that (uch a meafure wouhHearf 
•' to impeachments, refunding and confifcation of property. He wapt 
** therefore turned o«t of office, and Mr. Pitt feduced from his friends 
*« and party to become the tool pf tliofe who„ began 19 be alarmed W 
♦* fear an inveftigation fliould take place." Here then Mr. Pitt. is 
. only the oftenfiblc Minifter while in fa6t he is ruled by a fecret junto, 
" A bubble was invented to amufc the people, and ftop the mouths of 
** the monied men, the weakeft that ever was formed, ^nd the mofi: 
** ruinous and wicked one that ever fucceeded. The underftrappers 
" in office," in England gentlemen we have underftrappers. in office 
as well as in Scotland *' and treafury runners, were inceffantly ein- 
*« ployed in blacking Mr. Fox, and circulating in every company, th^tr 
•* Mr. Pitt was to pay off the National Debt. The meafures he 
** adopted for that purpofe were cried up as a mafter piece of wifdom : 
*^ and this was again rung in the ears of the credulous peopU in every 
" corner of the kingdom by the proftituttd prints in- the Minifter' s 
•* pay. By fuch means, this extraordinary bubble was blown up to an 
" enormous iize, .and the troubles in Hi»lland and France, as long aa^ 
•* we kept in peace with the laft mentioned nation, w^e favourable tcr 
** thefe meafures. The prodigious demand- for our manufafbuces, ^jb 
♦* increafe of trade.'* 

I was in France, gentlemen, between three and four years ago uporf 
d mercantile expcd^tiottf I had an ogporvunity ^pf viewing all the 
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Ifrfeai ttrarchoufcs in France, from the riortnemmoft extremity f 
•that . Tcry foiithernmoft point of Tbuloni whiclt we ha^c fatelj' 
abandoneji j ^i^d I will tell J^ou,^ that in one fmall t(Avn not fo largis ^ 
as Leith^ there \^as at thdt time Engliih goods befpoke, ^nd in ai 
^teat meafure paid for^ to the aniouhtof three millions (ierllng ^ that 
ki?pt our raannfaiflturfes ^oat; that gave profperity to the Nation, 
and that was iri confequcnce of. the fcommefcial Treaty which wat 
entered into between th6 two countries aboiit five yeats back; and 
in which I«am not afliarafed to fay that I lent ttty hUinble affiftance; 
not ofHcialiy to the MiniHer here, but ttnofficially to the Minifter 
in France, becaufc I knew the coffimercial corinit6tion of tWo Na- 
tions was the way to enrich both, and becani^ I knew that to do away 
that idea^ that they were natural enemies, and ihould go io wat 
upoii every triviaLoccafion, was the <tolj^ way td keep tis lii J)eace 
knd prevent the Ihedding of bioodi which I atn alway^ forry for^iii 
any cafe whatever. I wifii I could fay fo of oiir Governors, '* th^ 
** influx of nioney from France^ llolland, arid the corivulfed jiarta 
*.^ of EurOptf^ gave Minifters iii opportunity of levying eiiormouss 
^' new taxes, even in time of peace/* while s^t vrttt pretending tp 
pAf off the National Debt^ every year brought us new taxes; why "I 
becaufe a majority in the Houfe of Commons tvas to be fecured* 
^* Mr. Pitt took every advantage that aM thofe fatorable bpJpoftunr* 
*^ ties gave him^ and loalded the People with ftich heavy, partial, and 
*^ grievons, taxes^ ks no Miniftef ever before attempted, ei^en iit 
*< times of vhin" t doubt noi^ people of Scotland, but you labour 
iindei* grievons tibces, as well as we iii Ehgland ; there is one I 
will give ^ou zd idea of, the Salt Tax, Which flies iitth6 face of 
eomifton fcnfe 5 but it is kept up fof a teafori which I will tell yo^ 
by and bye | the collection Annually amounts froth 19 to 20,000 L 
but the cxpeiic^of [collcfting it amount^ to 30,000 1. People who 
are unthinking ih^y fay, whj^ does not the Minifter fell it when he 
lofcs fo riiuch by it ^ it givei the Mmiftry at the trifling eipence of 
1 1,000 L/^ dnnufhi it gives them a patronage of ^ 0,000 1. " Mr. 
*« Pitt's Shop Tax, Fuftiari Tax,-hi$ Tax on the Poor Servant 
*< Maids,-the extenfio'n 6f Excffe Laws, his Corhmutation Tax» smd 
** others equally obriorious^ are witnefles of the trttth of what I novv^ 
' <* advance; with all his h)W cuBifiing^ artifice, exertions, fpics, and 
** informen." '* 

. Gentlemen, tht Goftvcntion is itlproach^ct with adopting Ffenchi 
. » R. - ivord^ 
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a^pt^p and trtnj^ tMnntfs j it i« now about fiic'yean ago i^tht 
Comfherciaj Treaty was, I n^tift not fey on the /«//j, but >ya» pend-* 
gig in t^f cafp i meflticniked before, in which' my humble tSsns wer^ 
Qfed ; I had. atcefs to fomt of the dependents of ttte French Mini- 
firy, and I. tl^^re foited that in Pitt's cabinet there wal s ffhtlt oS 
Bplice 3 I made life of that word, which is adopted in Ireland, in 2 
great roc afur^' in Lon.dotf» and very likely vbj^i be feon imtfoduced 
into Scotland, if /not already ^ the French t^olke, I^itt appHed to Bre« 
tagnc, knd frpm rficm Stained every article of. the Frelich Police^ 
^pies, and^Jfnformers, aitd ever^ thing except the Baftile^ they ha£^ 
but one^ and they could sot fpare that one i howavtr, we have made 
fhift without it, having conviwtcd NewgatCy aind tl\t Countec^ an^ 
Oither prifons to t!|at put* pof^, until a proper one iliaU be built ; thertf 
h one building in the neighbourhood of Liondon, and 1 think I hav,e 
iej^n fDmet^iiag like one biulding, in the neighbourhood of £din«' 
burgh ^ he has huport^d Spies and Informers, who haf^e exert ed 
^ themfelyesi and every one of them has been well jNiid for it ; Spies 
and Informersy French things as well as Ercnch words. A^d I believef 
the. Nation^ at that time, though, mush degenerated,- I h»rt reafon 
to believe^ that at the'ftrft omfft of Spies and Infonners, the Police 
.of X":^^^^ ^yc^^ ^^>3 lofsto finrd £nglx(hmen wi|iag to tfndertake 
thofe oJioiis.c^lks i forry I am tofay^.that that repugnance is now 
ttstrlj^ dpne away , that tiitre is. not a public company without a 
Spy in k, 'artd even the rervai|ts of the Crown glory in thair havijftg 
Spies i fomc are.tnofc diligent than others i t faw one here to-night, 
whc)^ though, hr k^eps fix Sipies daiiy^ it is no uncommon thing for 
them toregret, at the cttd of tht Week, that they have brbugtat him 
no. intjtl^erice ; hacked wrth the moft extenfive commerce ever 
kiwwn, ou;r jnlamifafbuxcs aac( rntenud tra|e, pu4h«d by i^nduJlryr 
pfiyatecradfe^?rtd .paper currency^ to s pitch never 'before heard! 
of 9 and, n# ihOrt^ the whok credit of the naerchants* traders, and 
manufa£binrer&^ exerted to the titrtioft, to keep every hand ufeMIf 
employed, was Hot fujflfcient to ndfe t»es to. pay. the mt«np(l^ of fd 
immenfe a, fuFti 391:70 MUKottS ^f^ National Bebt, defray the ex- 
pen ces of QoVetii^ttnt, whichv together with the tiKercd^ amounted 
t9 the^enonzfouis f^m of about 17 Milfions iH time of Peace, without 
reckonirtg the Millions to be annually provided to fupport this bttb- 
ble; all this, notwithttanding the ilourifliing ftate which peace and 
the unex2»npledinduilry.of-thr people to rsvive bur tirade and com« ' 
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ilBi«fce»<ioUlii not be iniitsi'^y d«wn from their laBoure, nor raifcd hf 
my of thfl opprefliv€ means adopted, without borrowing new loans; ' 
da one hand* as ftock vri^ ^rchafed with the public mottey, on the 
other, that is to iay; in paying tfhe National bebt, you took the 
money oiMt ijf one pocket, and piid it into the other ; but >Vhile you 
iiid that, fome of it always fell to the ground, which you never will 
i«e again : that money is e'lhpli^ed in keeping up the price of Stocks ; 
&mh thouiands go i^ekly that way ; a Reform in Parliament would 
do away that abufe. *• The Bank, that facred, public, and private 
•• repo&iiofy fbr wcSlthj was fqiteczed oUt of half a Million. This 
^ dr9w on them creditor! for the unclaimed dividends to a much 
^ 'larger altoant, and other means, equally unjuft, were purfued to 
** ihipfij the d«fici«hcy. B\U all this would not do j the bubble muft 
** £aoatr&r Utcr bnrft, amd with a dreadful explblion, unlefs fpeedi- « 
•* ly prcVentvd by a mort ikilful financier than Mr. Pitt.'* This 
Intbblc dtcs set only threaten this Empire with th» moft terrible * 
oooTttifions^ bnt to fpr^fe^ n^ifchief into other countries. We have 
been tol&, that th6 ^Mk of^ Amilerdam is intimately conne^ed with 
our ovtm; if that fails, ours will, and that was given as the rea- 
£»& fbr ottr going to war ; aiid very likely out going to war, will be 
iixe«f<Mi for oar Bank failing: ^ h is formed on fuch ruinous prin* 
«• G^les, that It i^ impoffiblc all the energy and induftry of a brave, 
*^ httixiy, and Ufftl people, When drained to the utmoft pitch, can 
" &)pport it J it was fetting the Public tb roll a heavy ftone up a 
•« iibeep isountaitf, which grows flceper and fteeper as the fummit is 
«• appfoached;^ Toattcrtpt to piy off the National Debt by piu:* 
«* chafing ^ock, is one of the moft barefaced robberies." Here is 
language ! this in Edinburgh would be Sedition ; it would go near to 
be'Trfcaf(^— ." the attempt to pay off the National Debt by pur* 
** chafi»g*u|y S*bck, is one of the moft barefaced robberies commit- 
•* t*d Gtk the' People, that ever was attempted in any civilized na* 
<* tlon." Here you fee Mr. Fitt is cilled a robber, and the moft 
bftttfaced and impudent robber thk cvier was, " loading the Peonle 
-«* w«h unbearable Taxes, to enrich who? the Stockholders, the 
** ^Monlftd^menr, and Gamblers, in the Alley 5 thcfe^ were- fare to 
** aJBft'th^ minifteral runners in blowing' up this bubble, which 
** bfoughfe io mittch grift tathdr mill ;• by their united arts ahd un- 
•* "wMsaried efforts^ they aftnaWy rarfcd the price of Stock to fuch a 
•* i^trch, a^'t^^ake the- Public pay'morfe tlian 36I. ftcrling m6te 
«♦ titti^'the intriiific value, upon every 100 1." And as long as the 
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InJiiftry of the People could bear fuch burthens u were heaped upon 
them, there is every reafon to believe they Would rife higher and ^ 
higher J fo that the more tht Public purdhafed, the more they would 
have t;o pay for the remainder ^ providing this bubble was fufFcrcd to 
continue* Mr. Pitt, inftead of paying off* any part of the National 
Debt, in time of peace, by his plan, has added many Millions ; and if 
we are to go on in this ruinous plan^ the incrtafed priee of the dock 
will load us with more than 1 50 Millons more th'^n was ever owed 
or pretended to have been borrowed; 

There, Gentlemen, in codfequence of this fyftem, the Nation will 
And itfelf debtor x 50 Millions more than ever was pretended had 
been lent to it ; an imraenfc fum of itfelf, but which the Nation 
would have been barefjicedly robbed of— 150 Million fterling' 
which we never borrowed, " It will eafily be feen, by examining 
** the Hiftory of the Revenue, of thit brief ftatement, that every 
^' war which this Country has been engaged in has nearly doubled 
*' the former Debt and Taxes, let them amoui^t to what they might ; 
** and yet the Nation has been plunged into a war, with this heavy 
<< miilftone of 270 Millions about its neck< The effefks of this raih 
** meafure has been fuddenly and feverely felt ; almoft a total ftag- 
*< nation in trade and commere, the Revenue decreafing in the moil 
•* arkrming manner, all private credit deftroyed s" the neighbour- 
hood of Edinburgh will witne& that : look at Paiiley, look at Glaf- 
gow, and their Banks, even which will all convince you that there 
' is truth in this alTertion $ '< no one dare truft his neighbour, bank- 
<* mptcies innumerable, the induftrious poor thrown out of em- 
^* pioyment.** Do we not fee that even in Edinburgh, the poor 
ire ready and willing to^work if they could get it ? Are they not 
the fame at Paifley ? are they not the fame* at Glafgow ? I hare 
already inftanccd to you in England ; Norwich, Shefixeld, and Man- 
chefter, where the poor are out of number} but here is an additfpn, 
«• provifions, and even hay, fent out of the kingdom, to fupply the 
« German aftnies," not to fupply our own troops, but forfooth, we 
mull take other poops' into pay, while our poor are ftarving at home 
in confeqT;ence of it, ** which ke^ps up the price of meat to a height 
*< never remembered at this feafon of the year ; coals, candles, 
*» foap, fugar, and many other articles in common ufc, arc raifed ot 
« kept up^ in confequence of the war," Here is an atticle to 
which I would turn your attention, the artide of coals * the City of 
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London yearl^r* confumes about 400,000 chaldron of coa!s ; every 
chaIdron*of coals pays one (hilling, to whom ? To a man who did 
not 'think proper, when cited by the laws of his Country, to appear 
Ocfore you ; and pays it to him, why ? Becaufe Jji^is the ^efcendant 
of a natural fon of Charles II. If he had been a pdbr man, and it 
had been neceffary to keep up an appearance of refpe£tability%in hit 
ftation; there wouluhave been fome cxcufe; but he has' another fine- 
care which amounts to more than he fpends; this is one. of the 
abules of a corrupt Parliament. — Our money Ihipped off to pay the 
trpops, and fuppiy the beggarly German Princes on the Continent. 
The parochial taxes prodlgioufly increafed, by the numerous poor 
thrown out of employment, or borne down by the heavy Iq^ of 
taxes Mr. Pitt has thrown oipon theni ; and threatened, notwich- 
flanding all that is faid to the contrary, with the ruin of another 
American war. In fuch a Hate, is it poffible to expeft that the 
Public can bear to double the prefent National Debt and Taxes^ 
without burfting Mr. Pitt's bubble, formed for plundering the poor 
to add to the rich. This man fpeaks very plain £ngUih» and I am 
forry to fay, he fpeaks as truly, as he does plainly ; it has been a 
decided plan with thofe in power, to plunder the poor to give to 
the richi and will continue fo, while ufelefs places, while ufelefspen- 
fions, arc fuffeced to exift, \vhile a Lord Juftice General of Scot- 
land, who never attends his place, though juftice is the moft facred 
duty a man pan acquit himfelf of j the duty of a Judge is the moft fa- 
cred duty that a man can undertake, fince it is the reprefentative of 
^od himfelf ; that he fhould accept zooo I. a ye^r and never attend 
,ip his place, to diftribmte that juilice for which he is fo amply paid j 
this is another proof of fmecure places, and a proof that we want a 
Inform in Parliament ; you have now been a hundred years, ex- 
cept one inftance, without the appearance of a Lord Juflice Gene- 
ral ; 200,000 L therefore has been carried out of Scotland and fpent 
ip. £ngland ; therefore you annually loofe 2000 1. for which you de- 
rive no advantage whatever. " The crifis draws near, when every 
<« inferior confideration muft give way for public gooS, and Mr. 
«< Fox's open and manly abilities muft be called forth, to form an 
«• honeft, juft, permanent, and upright Miniftry, to fave the King 
*• and People from one common ruin.*' 

I Sd not rea^ this to you, Gentlemen, with a view to trumpet 
Up MnFox : no man can, have a greater refpeft for his abilities than 
% }}ave> h^t I am far from thinking that no man in the kingdom can 
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f^ve us hut hira j I ymM i^^t V)»kt any man a Oei ; lac us ndt tvolk 
them ; If t in not give them ionpficit foth ^ let us truik to nose of ou^ 
rulers ; let 'as tri^ft on}y xp o^r Laws ^ and wMe wt giye impliot 
f^ith tQ th^ni, and fee tha( our ruler$ a£t according to tlwf^ iawt|. 
ve Ihall be happy : the moment we 4o odberwife, we 4ia^ be ilaves. 
*^ Apo^^tes fiaye railed faifjp alarms of tveaibn, fedition, rebe^ion, 
* \ and every «thmg that can rook up a generous People, to re* 
' V Vbn^e the infulti s^id injuries hasped upon them ^ but the Pecpi^ 
'^ are loyal, love their I^mg, iieCpe€t Quid la\ys, and b^ar sn uttee 
*[ hatred to all who attempt t« impoie apon them, }]y apoftacf 
f5 fr^ifd, or tr^heryi and are fwom enemies to all forts of perfer 
*? cmions, '* Would not you think that the writer of diis letter iia^ 
fpmeof the perfecutions which have lately taken place, in his eye f 
Vou >v^ill fee then, €fentlemen» that it is not mfrely in Scotknd 
alone that the People in Scotland are not the only People whl| 
. fee their true intcreft« ; that the people of Engh^id, likwfc, be- 
gin to difcern that they are impofed upon, that thoie who. are im 
office decisive them ; open your f yes, therefore, Gentlemen, and b^ 
not dece^yed j let not the words of office, let not th< Mgh founding 
language of a Crown Lawyer tfcpan you into a peijury, for if yoo 
fuSer y^vpiTelve^ to be deceived, though not a wilful perjury, it ftti} 
^ f emains a perjury? Hnlefs yon give a yerdi^ according to the di^tey 
of your cQirrcience ; and thf didates of that confei^nce pannot takf 
place, til( you have qiade 2^ fair and candid examination of the matter 
before you. 

His Poftfcript faf$, ** Two hundred and feve^ty MilUoi) is a (uni 
<f t^t hnman mind can hardly form any idea of: to give fomft 
V aHiflance ia forming a notioi^ of it, wer« it to be laid down ii| 
f guineas in a Uiv:> it would extend upwards of 4300 miles: if i»| 
f* ihillings, it would extend three and an half times rotund thfi 
fj globe ; and if paid in Iblid filver, would require more than 60,000 
!* horfes to draw it, ^t the rate of 1 500 weight to a horfe ;*' and yet 
the good People ef this Country s^re, by their labours, to pay oft! 
intercft of this Pebt, and aye with the afliftance of Pitt's ca|ct 
tions, to pay off the capital alfo. The number of Inhabitants 
Gicat Britaii^ ha| been niiftate^, as well as m^ny other things, by ... 
public profecutor ; he has dated then^ to be 10 millions j they perhap 
fio iiot; go much beyond 7 witiions ; but we will fey 8 millions, a 
apiong them, you cannot fay there ai% more than two fiiiiyiieii 
f^z^ i and| th^reforo two mi|^ ^£ people ^e fo. pay tkft int^^ft 

' .■■,;■■■■ • ■ ' ■ ^' 
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this debt, which, if laid out in guineas, in a t^me, would extend up** 
wards of 4r^oc miles. Gobd Godi when /half we get to the end of 
fuch a journey; and yet we are daily chcreafingit by a wir; and, 
what i$ the totofequeijoe of that war i hot only expences abroad, 
but it encreafcs falaries and pcnfions : we bought Toulon with 
gold ; we left it foT nothing : it is true, we adopted again the 
Erench aicafures 5 wc natntd Commiffipners : one Commiffioher 
fct out, with H fervice of plate, fo do honour to the nal^jq of an Eii- 
. gRffiman, which cdft 8000I. and yet there are 8000 Bpittalfields 
weavers id a ftate of a^tuil ftarvation ; and yet, to one man, is pre- 
fented a fervice of plate, of that immenfe value, previous* to his go- 
ing as Commiflionfcr to Toiilon t he comes back tgain^ and is now 
Aut of office, but has retired upon half-pay : this is the way the 
jmbHc money is fquahdered ; this is thfe way the public money will 
be fquattdered till we obtain a Reform in Parliament ; therefore,^no ^ 
man, not the Public Profeciitor himfelf, can love the Conftitutioa 
better than I do ; biit no man can deteft the abufes that are ei^- 
graftad 6n that GonftitUtion more than I do ; for, I have feen fo 
much mifery, in the courfe of my tours through Great Britain, 
which is the garden 6f Europe, where there is not a man, who would 
exert his induftry, but might earn a comfortaTiIe Iiveliho<Jd, if our 
Conftitutiott vi^as returned to that point at which it was fettled at 
the Revolution ; but it is all done away ; I will give you proof that * 
it is done away ; and, I have taken care to give you that proof, or, 
at leaft, that each of you may be furnifhed with a copy of it, whien 
you retire to debate upon the matter thft is brought before you : it 
is in a fpeech of Mr. Wharton's, in the Houfe of Commons : I will 
read it to you ; and I am forry, th^t the Public Profecutor has re- 
tired ; I would have attacked him pcrfonally 5 he was a Member of 
the Senate ; and, I believe, ht was there at thfi time he tore, he 
fuflferfed this worthy man, an honeft Member in the preTent Britifix 
Houfe of Commons ; h# fuffcred him to aJTert, that every part of 
our GonftitUtion was done away 5 he did not rife to contradift him ; 
though here vociferous to the utmoft, there he was filent ; I am fedi- 
tious in feeking a Reform ; but, when a man tells them, every iota 
of the GonftitUtion is done away, the whole he could do, was to 
vote filently againft hVm ; and the motion was loft, becaufe the ma- 
jority did not think proper to ftake their future fortune, reputation, 
or property, upon thcrevifal of the GonftitUtion. May a friend j?c 
p^rmitte<)to read it for me ?* ^ - . 

K 4 . l0t 
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i0r^/yaJ/f/Vtf.CZ?r^. No^yottmun rcadit yourfelf. ^ '. ' * 
Mr. 'Mqr^arot^ Oentlemeji, you are entrufted now by youj 
fountry,.to give* a verdlft, to pxamijie ferioufly the caufe that i» 
|iow beftjre ypi^. I have already told you, I am a willing und a de- 
voted vidim ; I will. give you a proof of it ; and you fhall have that 
proof hon^p \^ith yoij, in a letter, that I wrote to pun das, a twelve- 
month ago, when profecutions were hanging over the hpads of the 
pcjple I I offered myfelf for profecution j I defireji hiin to fpare 
jthem, and let his vengeance fall upon me : I cfcapesi it in tiondon ; . 
I hope I ihall not: find it in Scotland ; I hope the honcfty of any 
J^ry wjl^prcvent its having the effeft it was meant to have. This ^ 
is the fpeecfi of Mr. Wharton^ in the IJoufe of Commons. Mr. 
Wharton rofe to make his propofed motion. *f We heard," he faid, 
*' on every fide, of the glorious Revolution, in i$88, and of the 
f* Conftitution, as fettled at jhe glorious Revolution j it was a nqte 
^*^ whifh he had always liftened to with pleafure, and he repeated i| 
•* himfelf with raptur^. But, what ^yas thp rational foundation pf 
** our fatisfa&ion, at the recojUcrion of the glorious Revplution \ 1\ 
f* affurcdly was not that the ppJTciuou pf the thro^ie, and the regvi- 
*^ lar hereditary fugccfliop to it, vvere, at that time, difturbed a^id 
f* interrjupted. Jt^as not that we expelled gne king, apd onei^' 
f* mily, and appointed anotber kjng, and another family, \a th^ir 
y room. The neceffity pf f^ch changes vyas^ at all times, to be 
*• deplored ; and, the events, thcmfelves, could only be jellified Ijy 
f* the necejfity. The only rational foundation of our approbation 
f' oP that Revolution, mi0 be, at that time, fuch principles were 
" confirmed, and fuch wife and wholefonie provifions made for oi|r 
f' conftitutional fecurity and happinefs, as mjght prevent all futufc 
f* neceffity for a Jimilar Revolution. Wboiever approved of thjit 
f* Revolution, declared, at the fairje time, that the conftitutional 
** provilions then obtained, were wife and wholefome provifions i 
'* that they were ivortby objefts, pf a national ftruggle ; that they 
** not only ^'«^//f^^refiftance, but made it meritorious'* And yet, 
this is one of the articles of ciriminaticn againft me. Gentlemen, i^ 
|s faid that, the Convention ipeant to affert their rights : now, aflev* 
tion may be made in various ways ; it may be mac(e, *vi et armis^ ; * 
it may be made by argunient j by reafon ; and, there is no direct 
proof, that we meant to affert them by force of arms j apd, from the 
jpauclty, it is moft likely \ye fhould do it by argument. He fays, 
f iheyaiot Oniy'Juftified fcMance^ but made it meritorious ; and, 
.. ' ''• " *' • ' *•■-•' — •• ' ■'■"■'' 'm that 
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ff that they were cheaply puschafed, ^t thfe price of« all the blood 
M that 'Uf as fhed upon the occafion, as well as the dethrpncment of a 
f^ guilty king, and the extirpation of his gulltlefi famil)^, ^ut TSk, 
f* approbation of that Revolution wei^t ftill farther. It declared, 
** that if, by any means, by force, or by fra\id,« by vipjjence, or bjr 
*f corruption/*^ Jurymen, I requeft your utmod attentipn to this ; 
it is of the greateft copfequenpe. " But an approbation of that ^e- 
?* volution ^1688), went ftill farther. It declared, that if, by aay 
** means, by force, or by fraud, by yiolence, or%by corrijption, if 
f* thefe wholefome and ncceffary coiiftitutional provifigns ihould, bf 
«f any means, be taken aw^y, op f]ri;ftrated, tl^ fame objects wouWl 
ff again juftify the ferae national ftruggle j and, the fame extrerm« 
f< tics, ^nlefs they pould be reccrrered, and re-obtained bytnor^ 
5* gentle, morp peaceful, and, therefore, more happy mean*." Wc 
at prefcnt feel, that force or fr^ud, violence and corruption, have 
taken away many of our privilege? : we wjflx to regain thpm ; psac 
. by force, but by thofe njore peaceful, and, therefore, more happjf 
pcans, which is a peaceable and rational application to the IJing, or 
to the Parliament, by an aflertion of our rights, made in fuch a re* 
fpeftable manner, thap they ihall Aof b^ pefufed j for, \\. is idle to 
talk of the omjiipotence of Parliament \ th? fervent can never be 
greater than its mafter ; the three Eftates together, are not equal in 
value to -the whole nation: v/ithout them, the natjon cpuld be a 
nation ^ but, without the nation, they would become poor indivi? 
duals, " He averted (and faid, he riiked nothing by the affertioi^ 
f* for no man would be hardy enough to deny it, and, he pledged 
f* hinrfejf to pr^e it in a Committee of the Ifoufe), that all that 
•« was valuable to the people of this country, all the provifions 
f* which were ftipulated to fecure the peace and profperity, the in- 
f< dividual liberty, and the general property of the people of thi? 
f* land, had, all been, fince the Revolution, taken away— All V^ 
lie aflerts, in the Houfe of Commons, and pledges hiqufelf to prove, 
that all the fecurity of the' fubje£t, all the privileges of the fubjeft, 
in the Conftitution, which is trumpeted up by venal hirelings, has 
})ecn tajten away ; and he pledges himfelf tp prove all this ; and, 
to this, not a iingle man rifes to give an anfwer. " pe muft en- 
-f* treat the attention of the Houfc, for a few moments, whilft 
^* he very briefly brought back to their recoUeftion, what th^t 
1' country eftablifl>ed by the Revolution. Firft, To avoid all future 
J* Dujlakes5 and, that the cootrafi between PiUcc '«and People 
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^ Blight be clearly imcferftood, the kevdlutwaifts b'egan by altering 
** the oftths of the contnr6ting parties/* Here again I will inter* 
twpt *aiyfclf, to^ejv you that the King holds his Crowii, hot by ^ 
^divine right, bat by a contraft between him and the people, which 
imi^ies a* mutual binding ; and* fliould either of the contracting 
^rdes fail, \% *will bepome void ; Men in bufinefs, you muft know . 
Hs «»d, from bttfinefs tp politics, is a very eafy trinfition ; the 
principk is,th'e fame. »< They altered the Coronation oath for al} 
'* future Sovereigns in this realm ; &nd they altered the cftith of al,- 
^* kgiance for theiitfelvcs, and for all future fubjefts. They cut 
«* up, bji the roots, the damnable doftrine of paflive obedience and 
♦* non-rcfiftance ;" doftjrjnes feduloufly endeavoured to bie incuU 
cated into you to night ; that non-rcfiftsnc^ ^d palfive obedience, 
though couched in other words, were the duty of the fubjeSt. I 
fay it Is no fuch thing % and herb is i^n hoiieil msih declaring this ii^ 
Patliament, and nobody daring to confute him. Jle fays, *< they 
*• cut up, by the roots, the damnable do^rine of pajjive qhed'ience 
•^ nin-rififlance^ by pmphdtkally fpecifying and ordaining the foU 
*• lowing words of their former oath, i William and Mary, ch, viii^ 
•* I declare, that it is not lawful, tipon ahy pretence whatever, 
^* to take up arms againft the King, &c. &c. iliould no^, from 
•* thenceforth, be required or enjoined.*' Therefore, you fee, 
(rcntlemen, that it is no longer required of the fubje6l to take an 
path : that he will not, in any pircumftance whatever, take ijp am^ 
againft the king ; becaufe, as this King comes to the throne, not by 
divine right, but by a contract between the King and the people, it 
was thought, if he neglefted his contract on the one p^rt, the people 
Virerc not bound by that, cont raft on the bther; and, he hereby 
pftabKflies the doftrine of refiftance to oppreffion : in faft, felf* 
prefervation is the firft law of nature with an individual ; and, 
what is the c^fe with an individual, is much more fo with a 
Ibcifty. ^* It was not fo much to relieve the confcience of the 
^ fubje6ts, that thcfe words of thchr former oath werp felefted, 
f* recited, and aboliflied ; for ho oath of ilavery ever did, or 
f* ever will, or ever ought to bind -a nation, or an individual \ 
^* it was fomething worfe than perjury, or facrilege, to keep an 
^' oath of flavery^" Here is the tr,ue fpirit of freedom, breathing 
in thefe words : it was fomething worfe ,than perjury, or facrilege, 
to keep an oath of flaycry. No; man was not born to flavery. 
tf f his alt«r^4Si^ Was pifiiip to preVcjjt tl)c ftiture Sovereigns of 
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u t|l*8 eaemtry from bdag mlOe^, as tlie four pneceding ^oreteign^ 
*' had been, to truft t» a fcBfelefs fupcrftitton about Royalty, whicl| 
** though many perfow for their jntercfts have profdfed, no mai^ 
•^ of oommon feafe ever entertamed.** Many of* ihefe do6^rinet 
are profetfe^ at this day : mm profds 4o6hri|ies very different froni 
irhat their hearts feel ; btjt whije bKncBng th^ ey^ of the ?uhlic, 
they arc the moft confcientious men Jiving. •♦ Their next care wag 
** to provide for the doc adminiftration of the Execi^dtre tower, 
f* and the refpoftfibility of its confidential advifcrs. They th^re« 
f fore enacted, 12th William III. chap, ii, that all matters and 
^* things relating to the well-gojfcrning of this kingdom which 
?* arc cognizable in the Privy Council, by the Laws ai^ CSiftonj* 
^< of this Realm, ^ali he tranfoBed fhere^ and all Refoiut^s takoi 
** thereupon fiali be JIgned by fuch of the Privy Council as fliall 
^* advife and confent to the fame." Here you fee, Gentlemeat 
fhat tlje government of a large country, lijie Grpai Britain, '» of 
fo public a nature as not to admit of fccrets ; it is of fuch a nature 
that a refponfibility muft be affixed fomewhere, and therefore thofe 
perfons who adopted jmcafnres in the Privy Council were to figi)^ 
the feme, in order thiK the Public might know where the blame 
I pt the praHe lay ; this has been done away, and you have heard 

<»- night, when a aueftion was put relative to orders, thofe order$ 
1^ VTere deemed proper to be kept a fecret *, thtfs we imitate the prac* 

I tices of thofe in higher Nations, and ii^eriori will mturafly catcl| 

I fit the defers foon^ th^n at the beauties of their mafters behaviour* 

' f* Thereby guarding, as far as Laws could guard, agamft that ac« 

■ «* cnrfed engine of defpotifm, a Cabinet (kundK* which the pa- 

* per I juft now read, calls a Secret Junto, ^* or that more ^ccttrre4 
f* inft^ument, an Interior Cabract," fiwm which we have not bcci^ 
free for 15 years. 

" Their attcnrion was next dfare^d to the doubh repretoftt 
f« tion of the People, the only polBble fecority fdt aO theit othet 
1^ pnyfifions.*' There is usdoubtedly no protMion, no fecnrity, fov 
the libeny, for the property «f the Subjed, if he is not properly 
reprefented in Parliament: we s^fe toe nvmeroos to make Law| 
for ourfelves^ we mvft therefore he reprefented; we muil; fend 
Peleg«tes or Commiiftonert to a Wrftamenty where a convenient 
luimber of them may meet and tranfa£t the bufmefs of the Na« 
don ; if that bufineft it not done liithfvjjyf If the men fent to 
40 pKi hifoeft aft |ja% txi \$ teught ttA /ol^ vf^ flialjl in ouv 
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pitm pay both P^rchafcr and Purchafed — " The Houfe of Com*- 
nvon? and JurJbs/'i This is the double rcprefentaioa in England j 
we vi?rc the on|y JJation who enjoycdit, A neighbouring Nationy 
jthough mvich run down, have lately arrived at the poffeflion of it. 
Juries confift of ij or 15 men, according to xh^ country ia 
"which they aft. They are not to ftand in fear of the^ Judge; or bk 
fear of the King;. frr> if they a6t according to their. confcience, no 
Juige-dare fey any thing to an honeft Jury j they have a double 
duty ^ the firft to Go4, and the next to their country ; but they botk 
jof theni forn^ a pnioral duty, and are one and the fame thing. 
Jurymen aje abfolute j they have a right to afk queftions, they 
have a. right, where the. leaft doubt hangs over the mind, to eai» 
quire of the P^nel j they have a right to enquire of the Coun- 
fel, and^ tljey hive a right to call, forth all the wifdom of the 
Judges ;" while in 6f5ce they poflTefs the moft i^nliniited power 
that we know of in England. He fays <* Our Anccftors palTed 
•* oypr untouched, and left as they found them the Nobility and 
♦* the Church ; they were confidering the folid and fubftantial parti 
*^ of the Cooftitutional Editice, and did not much concern them- 
•* felve^ «d)out the gliding and the varnijb,^ They therefore pro- 
f* ceeded to eftablifti the principle of a fair and fne and fr^uertt 
•' cleftion of the Reprefentativcs of the Commons in Parliament^ 
f* as might be feen by a reference to the Afls paffed in the firft 
f* and fecond and third years of William and Mary.*' You fet 
here, a term which ^t firft appears to be a kind of fnepr or joke, 
but it is founded in truth, and leads you to a much deeper re- 
flcftion. He fays, " Our Anceftors did not much concern them- 
«« felves about the Gilding and the Varnilh," meaning thip No- 
bility and the Church ; and it is not merely a jeer or a playing 
upon words, but arifes from the principle already laid down, that- 
the Nation, and the Nation alone, is the principal part : it is the 
People that are of confequence, and nothing ' hut the People; 
f < And having thus, as they imagined, proyided for the real eleftion . 
*' of the Reprefentative body 'in Parliam^ent, they fecured the in- 
•« dependence and integrity of that body after its eleftion, by en-? 
•* afting, that no Pcrfon who has an office or place of profit un* 
** der the King, or receives a penfion from the Crown, fhall be 
<* capable of ferying as a Member of the Houfis of . Commons.'^"' 
Now, if this took place -^vith regard to the National Affcmbly, 
where Laws are only'm%dej undoubtedly a fimilar reftridtion w%i 
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Undctftood to }^ m full force in that Al&inbly, where the t,^!* 
arc carried- into execution, J mean in Juries ;*'for* if men enjoying 
places of profit undgr tho. Crown are deemed iitcscpabtt of mak* 
ing Laws^ thef ihould by a much ftron^^eif reafbn' be deemed inca« 
pable of carrying them into execution, efpecidly > when there. i* 
no appeal from their Verdift ; or at leaft, an appeal attended- with 
fuch difficulti^ and .fuch expence, as to put it out of the power d? 
nine tenths, of thofe who are tried tb make ufe of the remedy 
*f Having thu» fecured the purity and independence of ^e people** 
** rcprefentatircs in Parliament, they proceeded to the other im- 
** portant branch of their reprefentatioii by Jury, and they de- 
** creed, that Juries ihouW be fairly takcA without partiality, and 
** ihould aft freely .without influence.** Obferve that, Gentle- 
men ; I don't ijnpute it .to the cafe of to-day, but when I fay it is 
poflible to pack a Jury, I can ihew my authority, when it has 
been aiTerted in. the Houfe of Commons, and has not been de- 
nied. " They alfo decreed, that ^;rr^f^ i^o// ihould not be re- 
" quired, that excejfi've Jines ihould not be impofed, and that illegai 
** and cruel puniikments flibuld not be inflifted ; and to fecure 
** thefe objects, . th»y ordained that thenceforward the Judges 
« commiffions ihould be made ^antdiu fe bene gefferint '^ and 
^' that their ialaries ihould be afcertained and eftabliihed, in order 
^*.^o make the Judges independent of the Crown." The duty 
of a Judge is, not to influence you, not to fay any thing that 
has the leaft tendency to influence you ; he is to explain the 
Law in any difficult point to you, but by no means to give you 
his opinion upon the cafe ; he is merely to ilater the Law, and fay- 
always, hypothetically, if the man is guilty of the oifcnte, fuch and 
fuch puniihment is due to it ; but he is never to fay,-let me beg of 
you to fay fo and fo; it is illegal, it is the highcft pitch of wick- 
ednefs in a Judgefo to do. "Now, all thefe proviiions (the 
*« Oibj«£ts and confequences of the glorious Revolution) would 
" have no value, they would be nugatory and worthlefs; they 
** would be a mockery unlefs they were effectually to obtain and 
** fecure to the People of this Land thefe three important points. 
** Firfly An honeft vcA rejponfihle excrcife of the Executive hM-- 
«. thority. Secondly yJiieal'vaAt'^xAtxiX. and faithful Reprefentativcs 
". of the Commons in Parliaments l^itdlyy A fair and impartial 
", adminifhition of Juftice in the Courts of Law. We who had 
<«, no predilection for any family whatever (except as conncfted 
^ - ** witljk 
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* witii tiiefo obje^s) m iSxe worchc of our Anceftors at iiit time 
** of the Revolatioif> dicf siow again eia/mi demand^ 'and injift^ 
^ upon all^hofe as oiibr ttn^ombte^ iiightiy the /ft^^ ancient^ and 
•^ indnbitable righti litd Hhcrtkf of this king^6iti, i^ft, Williarii 
«* 2jid Mary, ^haj^ Ku If tlien'by iParioUs me^ns it had hap^ehed^ 
^ as ht aflTerted, and iiyi^fctook tx> prove (tn a Conimittet of thi) 
** Hpufe,) that th» provifiodal refp6n(ibility vf the Privy douncii 
^ np longer reiiiains ;' that the eieftioii of the Hoafe of Contmons 
•* is neither ya/r, aor/rw> mr frt^m \ that tht» provifional ihde- 
'^ pendence of iu Members is gone, and that the Houfe^ at pre- 
.** lent; fwarmi with Ferfoes having ojflicea sokl jriaees of profit tm- 
'* der the Kiiig^ and receiving penfioni from the Cirow* ; that' 
'* Juriea are liot fairly and itnpartially taken J that they do not 
^ a^ freely and'withdilt influence \ that exce^ve batl may be^ 
^ an^has been^ required s thftt exoefiiva fines may be^ and have> 
" been^ impofed; thai: illegal and cruel puniHudKnts, may be, and^ 
<k have been, indi6^ed ) that the Judges are not independent of the 
^ Crown ; that peftfioiu may^ and have been« granted to fome of 
** them ; and that iuorative o^ces may be^ aad have been^ oonfhrfcd' 
■^ upoft others,, by which means it cannot be iaid that their falaries 
^ ate afcertained and efiabliiked. If thefe fa6b were fo, he held 'it ' 
** to be th^ duty of all thoie who, wi^howt hypocri^, praifed the 
** Revolution.*' JSHoHt. men, perhaps aU men, praife the Revolution*, 
•hut tj}ey do. it with vaclftus intetttioas; but he fpeaks hers only 
of thoTe who pniie it without hypoarify^ He fays^ ** h» heid it 
** to \k th«< duly of all th^fe who, without hypocrify, praiftd the 
** RevohitiCMa, to endeavour to returo ua again to our conilifntional 
*< fituatiop at that period^ and ^o recover thofe loft or negle^ed- 
*< prolniionsi that fo \«e might efft^ually fecure to ourfelves and t»^ 
** our pofterity, what our Anceftors endeavoured at thr Revol«- 
" tion to fecure to themfelves and to us/' I hope that fingle- 
parage will be fuffcieod to do. away all the criminalky of the 
, word i^trti in the Indit'tmsnt. It may be done ia two ways, by 
force, or by argument} in either cafe, it would be juftified by the 
prefent glorious Conllitution, taken not iromcaJly'; not iAiidioufty» 
as it is taken by fome, but literaM.y, accovding to the- truth. Our 
glorious Conftitution parniH ua taaiSert oisfr^hts, and even per- 
mits us toirefiil pppreiHoft; hoiKre:icer> from the tenor of thrpn>ceed« 
lags of the Convention, you will fee that arms were the laft things 
wK fliouid have ^Kwght of ; beij^ litUs inuitd to airmsy and being ' 
a • ' afmall 
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airmail number to t)ie bulk, of tbf N»ion> l tiiesai the adoclaW 
men, who hare icjot xhtit Delegates to tile Bfiufii Gonventioa ^ and 
froA what has happened to>dayi you wiii fee that the public mind tt 
{fanting for Reform ; and I hope, Gentlemen, if-yoiir countenances' 
<44(Gem Ine not, that you all| or the greater j>ait of you, wjlh for 
.Reform I ah amendnttnt can be attended with no HI coiifejqMence^i 
Mr. Whartoik, <ionclud«d with moving, " That a Comihittcc l>» 
** aj^KMnted to enqteire whether any, and wfaach of the provifiona 
^' made by Parliament in the reign of William and Mary, and iii 
*^' tke reign of Wiiiiam IH; fbr fecuring the refpohfibte exercife 
*^ of the Executive authority; for'fecurmg^a real, independent, tti4* 
^* faithfulreprefentatioh of the (Commons m Parliament ^ and^ foii^ 
.** fecuring a fair and impartial adminiilration of juftice in the 
*' Courts of Law, whether any, and which,, of thfefe have hf 
I «• any. means been invalidated or mkcn away j and to eonfider whc- 

[ ** tber any^ andAvhich, of thofe ioft oi invalidated providons mzjf 

*• be fit to be re-enafted atid reftored, in order that the people of 
; ** this land may recover that fituation and fecurity in whi^h thgy 

*^ were placed by the glorious Revolution irt 1688.*' Thia motloit 
I'have already told you, Was loft, and it was loft by a majority of 7t 
Aient men, againft 1 1 honeft men who fupported it j but the 73 did 
1 not utter a fingk fy liable, though I firmly believe that the Lord 

■ Advocate was in the Houle at the time : if he was not there, hia 

IfKafter, his father, his uncle was there, and not a word was faid } 
they put it to the fifent vote, and numbers Carried it, which fhewa 
fon what chance we have of obtsdning, by f. humble fttbmilftve Fe« 
tition to the Houfe of Commons^ any redref^ ; It ihews you, that IT 
we want to obtain redrefs we had much better go to the fountain of' 
redrefs, and apply, in the firft iiiftince to the I^iiig; bttt that is ia 
thing that is matter of opinion i however, it requires conHderation ; 
and when the matter of Reform comes to be more pt|bUc> which I. 
\ hope it will, it will then bear ample difctriSon. 

Gentlemen, I have, I believe, in the fottner part of my defence^ 

mentioned to you, that the Lord Advocate not being able ta fub* 

iftantiate his charges againft me -upon written evidence, was forced 

to draw in a more powerful aid ; namely, a blank^^as a proof of <rri- 

^ minality^ he has laid great firef^ upoft it ; he faa? turned fl(bout in 

i it like a horfe in a mill> and though he went back' from it ooce 

\ or twice in the coui:re of his fpeech, i^ Was fure.to return to rt 

] again. He has likewilc fought to attach a great degree of crimi- 

nalitj 
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iifdity to the words Gonir^tttidii of Emergency^, which is at Cmpli 
Englilh wordy iignifiesi*d cafe of great njoment, a cafe that required 
ipctdi that requires iixmiediate attention," that requires all the exer- 
tions we can poffibly beftow lipoil it ; therefore ftrip it of the epi- 
thets feditious, ni^Iicioits, felonious^ and all thefe high founding 
words, and you firid nothing in it unjuftifiable whatever* He hai : 
alio fougbt to criminate, me, with charging that my friend Brbwne 
gave a biftory of^the Habeas Corpus A£t ; and he has wtHied to at- 
tach, more than feditibn, a kind of treafon, to the hare mention ia 
the Conventioft of the wrongous imprifonment A6t ; furcly, if fuch 
an ASt exifts, is is competent to every fubjeft of the realm td 
fee that it is fecured to them 5 that it was (as I prefume all Adts 
are) made for the benefit of the Public^ and therefore it is natu- 
ral that men ihould be anxious that thofe benefits fhould be re-^ 
tamed to them ; yet it fhould feem that the bare mentioii 6f fuch at 
thing is Tucafon.in Scotland. It galls thofe in power, to think- 
that they have got a power above them j that they are not entirely, 
above controul; but I have already faid that there is Hot k man 
in the kingdom above controul^ even the King holds his Cro^ii- 
h^ a contra^^ and therefore is liot above controul ; he is not above 
the. Laws ; he is not, indeed, refponfible } the fi6lion of law fays^ 
he can do no wrong, becaufe his contract holds no longer than he 
abides by the Gonftitution of the kingdom ; the moment that he 
would attempt, as a James, or a Charles 1* to break the coiftra£t be<^ 
tween him and the People, the moment he had broken that con- 
tract, he would then no longer be unaccountable to the People; 
On the contray, it i» moft likely, the People would call him to' 
an account, as they have done in other cafes tefore^ when they 
luivc ventured to ride paramount over the Laws. The Laws arci 
made for the weal of the Nation, and are of more importance thait 
any individual, in whatever rank focxety may have placed him ; 
they are of more importance than any individual, for without 
Xbaws there is no Society ) and without any individual whatever^ 
the Society may dill remain a Society. 

Gentlemen,' I will come now to the ihere points of the Indict- 
ment; for the fpeech of the PubHc Profecutor has wanderec^ 
greatly from the mere feCIs ftated in the indiftment : however, 
I was obliged to folbw him, inafmucht air he did me the hottour 
on. Monday laft, of trying me before another Jury j for it wa» 
me more than Skirving^ (hat he tuied^ it was me he had con'-- 

tinualiy 
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tinually in his moiith ; and, tp me, that a great part of his fpccch 
then applied. Ht taxci us with holding delullve Republican prin- 
^ples, and he builds his crimination upon our having adopted cer- 
tain words, which he feems to think were never in ufc in England, 
before the Revolution toot place in France; he is. however much 
miftaken, for there is' not a fchoolboy but ciiA tell him \\i2t feBioft 
was as much in Vogue, and m»de ufe ' of, in England ao years 
back, as it is now : there is not a Writ for die return of a Hea- 
ter of Parfiament, but has the %vord Cirizeta in it : the word Ci- 
ti2en is in all the Students Cards '^ and even the. Pin-makers of 
London, are obhged to have the word Citiien in their Cards; 
therefore it is not an adoption of any thing new : fls to regulation* 
and orders, if they arc founded upon French principles, for God'a 
fake, give me French principles"; and that we were regular and or* 
^rly, I will take the liberty to prove to you* By the regulationia 
that I will read to you, you will fee xhax wc wcr€f far from hav- 
ing any feditiout or diforderly principles about us; ;h.Ut that w» 
were organising ourfclves into the mod regular body injihe world, 
and, I believe, even Freemafons themielves, who have regnlationa 
itnd fccrets, and, I believe, fome of their Committees are pcetty 
fecret ; meet together, and therefore are guilty of all the crimes I 
am chargtd with; and I don't know that there, is io much re- 
gularity even in their proceedings, as there was in our's. . *^ The 
^* Convention ihall henceforth be called, The Britiih Convention 
'' of the Delegates of the People, slTociated to obtain Univorfsl 
^ Suffrage and Annual Parliaments. The Delegatas to this Con* 
^^ vention ihall be elefled annually, on the of 

'< and {hall meet wher^ the Secretary and intermediate Committei^ 
" ihall think mod advifeable for the general intercft." You fee ilf 
ia for the good of the generality; not for the good of one defcrip** 
tion of men 5 fiot for the good of the oppofitlon, who arc endeavour^ 
ing to ouft the Mini ft ry in hbpes of getting into their places. 
No, let us ouft the abufes, and reftore the Conftitution to the 
date in which it was in x68S, *^ The Secretary, and Interme* 
" diate Committee, may, at any time, call a Convention of the 
^< Delegates, on 14 days notice ; but they fhall be refponfible for 
*• a proper exercifc of this authority. The Convention after ele6^- 
•* in^a Prefidcnt by fhow of hands,** Here we call him a Pre- 
fidcnt; that is not a French word; I fancy that is a word that 
kas been, ufed in England for thefe 50 years back, and I cannot 

L attack 
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ittach dny degree df criminality to it, becaufe we did not put it lit 
tfte power of a man, to fay he was fent »by It certain number of 
people, unlefe ht was intruded with the confidence of thofe men,- 
for the piirpofe of a Parliamentary Reform^ as I will flxew youljy 
hie ijiftru^bions thit I brought from London, which I have in my 
pocket, and which cfcaped the rnquifitidn. ** The Convention, 
"•* after eJefting a Frefideht by (how of Rands, ihafl proceed" to 
•* the verificat?6n of powers, arid tfeen to the divifion of the Con- 
** vention into Se6^i6ns, in fuch manner as Ihajl hereafter be pro- 
« Vided." Heire fottows the head of Office Bearers. The Public 
Prefecutor toM you he could not tell what this Prefes meant ; thi» 
will cxplan it. •* Tl^re (hall be a Prefident or Prefes, three AfRftants^ 
** a Secretary, a Treafurcr, and Door-keepers. The three AflSftant?* 
'* and the Secretary fhaH form a Couricily-^o be denominated the' 
** Council of the TaWe. The office of the PVefes is to maintaii^ 
.** order, to take tKe ferift of the Convention on all queftions to be 
'** determined therein, antf tp declare on which fide the queftion 
•« is carried, to call on the Committees for reports, &c. an^ to fig» 
'* all Public Afts.*' Yoii fee there is nothing feditious in the 
bfSce of Prefes ; unfortunately that night there was no Public A61 
paffed ; I kept order, or endeavoured to do it, at well as I could'.. 
* i took fhe fenfe of the Convention, and declared on which fid^ the 
queftions w&re carried: an explanation of that you will fee by an<t 
by, under a fepafate head. " The office of the Council of the 
" Table, is to keej^ ordfer in the hufinejs of the Convention, as par- 
♦* ticularly fpecified under the head Councir. The office of the Se* 
<< cretary, is to take charge of all writings and papers belonging ta 
^* the Convention ; to iflue fummonfes, write and dffpatch letters^ 
^ &c. &c. according to the orders of the Convention, and the re- 
** queft of any Committee, during the time pf their fitting ; antf 
" (hall have accefs, on all occafions, to every Committee during its 
i* fitting." Thii was made a crime in Skirving, when you fee it 
was tie duty of his office, ta attend as inany Committees as he could 
fpare time for. ^ The office pf Treafuref fliall be to receive and pay 
<« all monies fubjeft tt the regulations to be at any time adopted by' 
" the Convention of the Committee otFihance. The office of Door- 
*^ keepers, is to prevent the admiffion of any perfoni not Mem- 
*' bcrs, except by fpecial leave of the Council of the Table." This 
Was to prevent improper company^ I do not mean fpies, for on the 
«5ntrary, when they were known they were preferably admitted*^ 
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thbtigHwltk the contempt they defeh'cd, and wh'ch no claf$ in So* 
ciety can deferve more than themfeWes, unlefs it be the mtti wha 
cinploy them. ' And nov^ follows the hQad of Committees. •* Na 
^* Committee fhali be compofed of more than 13^ or lefs than three 
«* perTons ; and the number of each Committee fliall be decided hj 
•* a Ihew of hands in the Convention. All Committee* fliall be 
•* chofe, unkfs other wife ordered^ at the time of their appoint -^ 
*' ment; and they Ihall be authorized to in\ite the affiftance'of 
•* fuch Members of the Convention a$ they miy think beneficial 
•* to the bufinefs chtfufted to their clurge.^ All Committees firall 
•' be elected from the Leet of the Se6Uoni, unlefs found neceffafy 
^* fop fbme imm^editate purpofe, in which cafe they fhall be api 
** pointed by the Convention, dne by o»e, by a fliew of hands; 
•* and they Ihaft fit and report progrefs, day by day, flntil their bu- 
** finefs is completed. The firft meeting of eVery Committee to 
"** be fixed by the Convention $ eVcty filbfequcnt naeeting according 
•* to their own a<\journment.** Now comes the head of Council o^ 
the Table. " Thei'e ihall be three Afliftants, eleftcd from a Lett 
*• given in by the Sedtions, one to be renewed, and thcfeniorta' 
*' go* out of office daily.** Thofe whp hsld the greateft number ot 
vdtfes were ele^ed, and in confequence ot that, the Convention wtt 
likely to hi beft ferved, for they lieither bdught their electors no^ 
fold them when they had bought them. "The Secretary and 
*• Affiftants fliall form the Council of the Table; they fliali pre- 
'< pare a ftatc of the bufinefs, for each d^y fliall arrange the order iU 
<' which^the diifercnt fubjefls fliall be taken into confideration^ 
•* which arrangement fliall be adhered to, unlefs the Convention 
** fliould alter the Tame by a vote j thejr fliall pefroit a Member front 
** each Section to take copies of all motions, &ci to be fubmitted to 
«• the confideration of the Se6lion$, ahd fliall aifift all Memben-whO 
** requeft thei^ aid, in the Wording of any motten th^y may wifli 
•* to lay upon the table.'* This brings me back.again, to a motioii . 
that has beeit introduced again ft me as written evidence, and whicK 
Wardlaw was called ko prove : he fala, and it was hot lefs to ihi 
<lifgrace of thofe who brought him forward, than to the Friends of 
the People, of whom he was a meiiiber, that he came in a ftate of 
inebriety t he faid he had written oiit that rhbtion ; fo he did, and t 
am not aflumed of ackho\Vledging that niotiotl } it is a tnotion drawn 
up not by me, but by the Council of the Table, aftd it is flawed ia 
tkh indidment. •* To do this your Committee flaggefts a Refo- 
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** Imioif to the" foliowmg cffeA, but which I fhall leave* fo l!fl^' 
" drawn up by the Council of the TabU.'* The fpirit of the inov 
tidn was that which the Committee, of which I was the Reporter, had 
tb report, and which motion' was to be drawn up by the Counpi^ dt 
the Table. ^« The Council (hall have the power to iriterr^j^ any 
" debate, for the purpdfe of pTopofing to the Cohvention a%gf 
" other bufincrs which they may think more urgent; byt ^hc- 
*» Prefident fhall take the fenfc of the Convention by a fliow of 
♦* hands, whether tS6 debate fiiall be interrupted or not," Here 
you fee this is the greater part of their duty, to jtidgc of fuch 
motions as were, laid before them ; if they wcrfc nugatory they were. 
to inform the perfon who brought them of it ; if other wife, they 
were to endorfe then* on the back-, they were to band the motioit 
to the Prefiden;, he was to read it to the Convention, aEnfd''thcn thr 
vote of the Convention was to determine whether the bufincfk 
was of fufficient confequence to depart from the order of the 
day. Then follows an article which gives great umbrage to 
thofe who are frightened at every thing that lopks like French<r 
ft is the Head of Seftions: we had the name of divifions, and of ' 
elaflTcs ; but, no name which was agreed to by every body at laft ; 
Sedlion was agreed to "by a great majority ;. and we thought no 
more of the French Convention^ at that timt, than we did of 

^ «ur new Ally the GrrAd Turk. To* explain to you then what it- 
meant by Sc6^ions, and the eaufe of adopting that word, which wa» 
more from accident than any rhhig elfe, it goes on. " All the 
• members olF the Convention ihall be divided by lot, into Sec-^ 
•* tions of 1 5 pcrfonS each.** And why divided into Seftions of 
2 5 perfons each ? It, ^vas not with a view to overturn the 
government ; it was not with a view of being, f^ditious, or 
riotous, or any thing orthe Uke, Imt with a view of their meeting, 
as we had many country Delegates who had much leifure on theip 
hahds, for the purpofe of giving them ufeful employments: in the 
morning they ufed to meet and difcufs.^ the news of the day,- and 
little political topics, and thereby came better prepared in the 
•v^ning; and in the courfe of one week we aheady found a great 
difference in their political information,; they had already learned 

V to connect their idtas, and form a more accurat^c judgment of tlic 

buiinc{s' they were about. . They were tifo to pick out the mea 

who were moft proper for the nomination of Prefident for the next 

^ night, or for the Committees. Thefe were the felonious and fed! 

"lious employments of th^ Se^ions in the morning. " The^Mem-. 
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<<* bct*j who may not be able to attend at the firft divifr.n int« Stc^ 
•** tionsi ihallbe divided by lot among the Se^ions formed ^ but, if ^ 
** if any Section ihall have two more thuf its proper numbef , r^p 
** new Member (hall draw for that -Se^tipii until the numbeis 
** are again. equal. Every Se(%ion fhall be furnilhed with a com* 
<^ plete printed lift, of the Convention, containing the name, furnam<^ 
^ and the fociet-y, which each individual reprefeBts,'* And ypu fee, 
-Genflemen, hove is gre^it regularity ; an(J where men ufe fuch re- 
gularity, they cannot he called a riotous tumultuous aflembly. " Th^ 
.^5 Scftions fliall be renewed on every I^Idnday during the fitting %f 
^^ Convention.^* Now, I maintain, that there is no principle in oiyr 
Britifli Conftitution, which prevents mutual communication frofp 
one man to another, but will encowrage that inter-courfe ; for unioji 
ji^one can make us ftrong, as has been faid, though in a different 
fcnfe, from the Bench. ** The Sections Ihall meet every forenoon 
** at eleven o'clock, each in a fcparate place j and (hall daily choojt 
/* a Chairmaij for the Section, who (hall report their kets of elecr 
-** tion, &c. J and, if thefc reports are not delivered into the Cou^^ . 
¥ cil of the Table, /mmediately oe the Chair being taken, they 
<^ ihall be deemed null; each Se£lion (hall daiJy fumilhitfelf witha 
•*f note of all the bufinefs, and with copies of all motions and report;* 
'* to be taken into confderation that evening. The Seftions -fliail^ 
." daily difcufs the bufiixefs of the Coavention^ they ihall prepare 
** lifts of fuch perfon* as they may think njoft proper for Offices,. 
^« Committees, &<:. ; but the Regions cannot finally decide any . 
^* mattery nor, in their colleftive capacity, give an opinioi>,or makp 
Ifc* a propofal to the Convention. No Member in the Se^ions ihall 
<< be allowed to vote by proxy.'- We did not, you fee, intrenci^ 
l^pn the privileges of the Howfe of Lords, where they Tote bj 
proxy ; and we thought, that as every man was equally interefted it^ 
jhe bufinefs, that he ihould attend as often as he could j and, Jf 
i^t did not, it ihould be his own lofs, by lofing his vote. *« Thp 
^' Members of one Seftion ihal} ngt be received into any other Sec* 
'* fion, duriijg its fitting ; and, no perfon not a member of the Con- 
'' V£ntion, can oa any i»)nfideration, ^e admitted.'' And, I an^ 
ure, there is not a man here, who would wiih to be intruded upon 
by ftrangers, in the focial hour, over the bottle, but the fervan? 
omes up with his name, before he is admitted. (Here Mr. Mar- 
garet di^'ank a glafs of wine). I beg pardon, 'Gentlemen, for this in- 
ru|}^oai I ihould not hai« dpne it, if the example had not 
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I \>ten fet me ; \yt have no fuch tt^g in England, Gentlemen, ?s a 

7ury eating and drinking in Court. 

Gentlemen, The next head, is that of motion«. A great degreq 
^f criminality has been attached to the motions that have been pro- 
duced ; but, notwithllanding all this written evidence, which is to 
tranfport us, and prove' uj nearly guilty of high treafon, I will (hev/ 
you the innocent manner in which thefe things were to be carried 
on. *• Ail motions fhall be in writing, figned by the Mover and 
f* Seconder, and tranfmitted to the Council of the Table, who fliall 
y number and file them, according to the order in which they arc 
" given in. At the clofe of each day's bufinefs, and before the ad- 
" journment of the Convention, the Secretary, or one of the 
** Council, (hall read all motions giVcn in, during that fitting, ac- 
** cording to the priority of delivery, in order that they may be 
** copied, and taken into consideration, by the feveral Se6iions 5 
" and, being fo read, they ih^U come on for debate the following 
" fitting, in the fame order of arrangement, made by the Council, 
V unlefs the Convention fliall think proper to prefer any one of 
* them, as containing matter of greater importance, pr more urgent 
«* necefTity. A mption once rejected, cannot be brought forward 
•* again in the fame Seflion of the Convention, unlefs requefted ia 
** writing by 20 members." This was thought proper to be intro- 
duced, in order 'to fave us trouble, as there vyere Ibme men who 
could fpcak better than they could write ; and who, perhaps, might 
wifh to be bu£y ; for we already began to fufpe^ that we had goj 
/pJCF among us, and that motions of a dangerous tendency might be 
brought in ; and, therefore, we endeavoured to prevent being led 

^nto a trap ; for, we found that, in general, it is the moft honell 
|tien that become the dupes of knaves. " In cafe of two or more 
** motions being on the table, which relate to the fame objedt, ana 

• *< tend to the fame end,' the Council, and the refpefti^e movers, 
" fliall ufe their beft endeavours to confolidate them all into one bc- 
** fore they are difcufled ; but, in cafe the Council and the reipec- 
•* tive movers cannot agree in fuch meafure, then the fame fliall be 
** finally determined by the Convention. Notwithllanding the 
" above regulations, any Member may fubmit a motion, at any 
•*' time, to the confideration of the Convention, which he deems ta 
<« be of greater importance, or more urgent neceflity than any of 
*• rhofc which ftand in the order of the day j and, if from the 
** reafons advanoed by fuch Member, a majority of the Convention 
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^ ikall coincide, in opinion, with him, fuch motion GaM be imnt* . 
** diately brought forward, and determined." 

Kow, here is that whi^ was drawn np with more care than an^.. 
other part. We know debates often lead ■ to warmthj and, that. 
-when di^utants wtx warn^, they generally grow tumultous and ir- - 
regular. We have fccn thefe tumults, and thi^ laotpus manner of 
debating, even in the Uoufe of Commons : we /ought to avoid it $> 
apd therefore, we^ordered, that '<no perfon &aU fpeak in the ordi- 
** nary (ktings of the Convention, mw-e than/once ^n the .fame fub-* 
*[ je6t, unlefs it be to exjdain, or by fpedal leave of the Conv4|i* ' 
*^ tion; but, when allwho wifh to fpeak to the queftion have dene 
** ib, any Member may be ^eard again $ aad, every Member whO' 
*\ jopens a debate, ihali have the privilege of -being heardi the Lril, 
^* in reply ,^efore the difcuflion be finally c|pfcd,. If « fljall appear- 
. ^* Jto the mover, or feconder of any motion, or to any otJ^r meA- 
** her, that the- matter contained therein r equir-es the taoft ample 
** difcuilion* 'on motioU, for that purpofe, made and agreed to, the 
** perfon fliall leave the Chair^ for the. purpofe of the Convention 
*^ refolving itfelf into a General Committee, ii) vyhtch a Chairman 
** being firft appointed,, every Member fljall be at Jiberty to fpeak 
** ^ often as the Committee may think proper to hiear him, till the 
*' .queftion ihall be called for by an apparent majority « As foOn &s 
*« the queftion (hall be called for, and the difcuirioii^ofcd, tfee Pre- 
^* iident £ball refume^is. feat, .and uhe queftion. ihall' be determined- 
" in Conventiotn. The Council- &aU rcii^i^^ the Prefident of 
'* Chairman ; or either of thefe fxia^ of his ori^n/ accord, pat a vtite 
" .for clofing the debate. When it appears to- any of them to be the 
** general wilh of the Convention, or jgencnil Committee, tiieve 
** ihall, however, be a vote taken $ and two. to. one: for dofing the 
** difcuffion, befoi^ it aiftually takes place.'* Here we fought, not' 
only to avoid the heat of debate^ but we foHight «»' a>^4)id paniality, ' 
and we fought to avoid any prejudice that any^nan* nright have 
ag^nft another, or in faypur of another «. *^ The tpe^on of clofinj^ 
" the debate may, itfelf, be debated i. but, .it muftbe ftri<fHy at- 
<^<4iended to, that no Member, under pretence .of giving reafcfns for 
" .or againft doling the debate, ihall g9 into the difctiffion of the 
** main qiieilion.** . ' 

The next head is, that of Order; sf term not borrowed from 
France, but froajpf^he Houfe of Commons of England ; for, in the 
Hv^t; of Commons, tb|f order of the day is a common phrafe. 
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*f The Cttnrcntkm ihij! ineti daily, at ftv« o'eldck in tjic tfttnic^OQg' 
*« and ihall proceed, F;?:/?, To rcceiv^ and verify the po^f ers of any 
*' new Members. '$e^?tdfyj To rccfcive, without xtading the . 
*' Lifts of Cattdidates, from Ae fie^iofl*. ^Mly, To read cofti* 
^•^ aiumcations addreffed "to Ihc CoAVentiO!!^ ' FouPtblyy l^«lcflt| 
f ^ from the Lift of Candid^ef } the Commirtees, if aiiy have bdeii 
*♦ ordered, th<? liew Affiilattt, and the new Brefifc.- fif^ly^ To 
•'^ hear fro«i thc.Councii, what*is the whole buiitieft fta4idirtgffpjr 
*^ difcuffion'i and what is that partkularly appointed for the' ^ihy» 
** with the order of priority, propofcd by tfhe Council; which pri- 
" ority may 'there' be debated, and fix6d. -Uxthlyy To read o^ret" 
*«' the Mirintes .of the preeeding ^y, aftd any former days, not 
*' 'finaily fi^ttied, and dirc6^ correftiont of the (kme, if heed be, 
*^'*Sev,»riib§f, To receiver Reports from the different Committees. 

* In gdfeg \*ifoii|h the hufincf^ of the day, the order of priority, 
f*- -fixed as alioYci fliafl ^'adhered to, unlcft altered by ^ vote of tlic 
'^OonVentionj which muft, at any time, be put, if de£rcd, by the 
*^» Council ^'orv ifVeqaired in writing, by any five Members. Any 
**- pointy oncfe difcuiTifd and dctei-mined, can neither be refcindcd not, 
'•-'brdT^gH^ fbrwajrd again on the feme. day; nor at all,- but by a 
f*-itio!ioh.fcguJar'}T made ; and, for the bringing in of wliich, leare 
"'^sffi have bwn obtained the preceding <lay. The Reporter o£ 
"any Comiiiftilfee' fcall- always have a preference to the ordinary 
*•: buinefs 6f the day, tOJ deliver hit report to the Convention,' fo a$ 
*•- not to break vdM^n-mf debate- which may be before h. Mem- 
*<• bers fhall fpeakmthe ordei' in whi«h'they rife for that punpofc y 
":^»d,;if more? than one rife at thij (wo time, the Pfcfts AmlH deV 
<* cido who i*owititled tor priority,' / 

M Tfae 15*"«^<'cf»t alone^fliall ha^* '*^*« power of .intertopting any 
*'?fpeaker vi^o.winders frpm the qt«ftj6n ^ but any individual ihall 
« have tli^ right t» fiijggcft hi« opthion, by writing the word ^der^ 
*•' and handing it-to iiim. ' 

f Nq. Member to lie alldwe4 to fp^j* (»> any yoytdt after a flieif 
f< ,of bapd«;h«rtakett'pla<?f Jon it.V 

.you,\«iili/^ by<thja,-3d3at ^e w«^ ^oc only^ii^ from feditiouftf ' 
incli»ed^ M'wi did jAot giTe,<mr tolign^ iXo^ : #* were oWige^ ' 
to fpeak in order, and Hiethodicaljy fake our' turns, and Iky nothing ' 
f uftljcr thai^ wh|t w were ecritiK^ to. Von wil^from that, feather, 
fhat a focJety,; foweii ^regulated, cotold not be jF« the purpofe o^ ' 
(pv^rtiiijun^ Ihe Coallitutiaii, n^ii^h, in kn grigVal Aate, is regiih^ ' 
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|it^ ufctf : "Wt were proceeding w a w»y that dire^y kA to a Re,f 
jFonn: thefcarcthc he»^; and thtre reniained five more to be 
iftnifiiedy when we were apprehended by general -waFrantSy and <the 
pieetmg^difperfed py tfae power of xhfi Sheriff, and of the Lord 
Pr9Voft } thercFore, if w« are^not in otder,- it is 99ft our fault, but 
«h^ faiilt of thofe who inteiirupted w; yet,, you will ftc, 'that we? 
' sirere not altogether (b illiterate as fome men, and men of ihining^ 
pcrhapi n»re ihining. than foUd, aAflities have thought proper %ft 
.w^icxA US. We knew what w€ were about $ aii^ ali this was 
done openly : we have bad fifty vifitor* of a night r any pcrfoif 
jSending in his na^ie to the Council of the Table, was his admiffio^ 
picket ^ andy as I before obferved to you, we fought nothing but the 
public good : we fought a Parliaraentafy. Reform : we ftek it ftiil y 
and, I tmft, we ihail to the end of our lives ; and a ronovation-, not 
a deftrudion, but a renovation of our Conftitution, Ijemlenaen^ t 
wUl now .t:oii^ to the plain fads ftated in the indictment, and thevf. 
J will make a few remarks upon the evidence that tia« been given j 
and. Gentlemen, I am forry to detain you (b long : but, it is my 
^uty to be as cpcpHdt as poiTiblci in this matter, a& well as yours to 
}iften to it : was it my own individual |}u£ne{6, 1 would meet your 
ycrdift this inftant; but I have already told you# that I confidei^ 
myfelf as the leafi: concerned in this matter } it is th^ caufe of Re« 
form. , r . ' 

The indictment, Gentlemen^ accufes the of having been made a' 
Pciegate by an Aflbciatioft of feditious people, calling thcmfclves the. 
porrefponding Society of Londoi). - • / - ' 

ISbw, Oentlemen, either the charge b ta*e or falle ; if it is {^Ct^ 
\t is malicious ; if it is true, ttjen I am the (editions perfoa I am re- 
prefented. The London Correfpoqdiog Society if not a ^feditiot» 
focicty J it is a fociety eaablilhcd upon as regular and as fyftcmatical 
a plan as that of the Convention. We are proceeding to incrcafc, 
to diffufe political knowledge, to make cvwy man acquainted with 
\iv political rights : we i^re formed into divifiops, t)eeaufe, we well 
know, that large companies introduce dHbrdcr and conftrfion ; ' 
therefore, we never fuffer, <x«ept when general 'meetings tak^ 
place : we never fuflfer above a certain nnmber to afle^nhle together :^ 
ive alfemble in pmate houfcs -, ticither ca| nor drink 5 but calmly 
and coolly djfcnfs the political fnbjcfits before us : we inftrudk the * 
ignorant, and rcccire inftruAion from thofe that know more than 
^ dp : and, tfacrcfore,.thc chspgcthat this is an affocxatiion of f«- 
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ijitmus pcdpk, IS a falfchood ; and, the Public Profecutor backed it 
with another falfchood, on the liight he did me the honour to try 
ihe, inilead of Mr. Skirving : he afTerted, that this feditious (bciet^ 
liad held a meeting for the pTirpofe of cboofiag Delegated ( aiid« 
«hat they were fo decefted by the mob« that the Magiftrates were 
obliged to pr6teft them. I was not at liberty to anfwer him that 
night; nor (hould I doit now, efpecially in his abfence, but that 
impreiEons unfavourable may have gone forth. It is faid, that the 
Magiftrates^ jam odd doftri«e for a crown lawyer to advance, 
were obliged to ukc under their protc6fcio«s the fedkious London 
Society, ii> electing Delegafies to fend to Edinburgh. If the Cor- 
refpooding Society was fediooas, why did not the Magiftrates queU 
vs ? they were prefent ; and they came with a defign to difperfe 
ijs ; but the laws are paid greater regard to in the metropolis than 
tjiey are at fame diftance from it ; and, when they found we were 
a£liug upon conftkaitioAal principles, they dared not moleft us : 
there were 5ooconitables; and« out of thofe 500, 1 will, to be fure, 
(ay, there were, at Icaft, s^o out of them, who maintained the fame 
principles that we did, that « reform was ncceffary ; that it might 
hsivt been itoprmdent if the Magiftrates had a6ted othenrwife than 
f^ey did. If any illegal open z6k of violence had taken place, it 
l^^uft have been occafioned by them ; but they did not commit any 
a£t of violence : on the coatrary, we placed ourfelves under the. care 
of the high conftahle, and his pQfTey ; and they attended ; but, as in 
the tefttmony of , the Lord Provoft, if uny riot was occafioned tha£ 
day, it was from the Magiftrates, and their attendants, for our So-. 
ciety^ beiftg fo numerous^ w^ were obl^ed to me^t in an open field ; 
or, at leaft* a £eld esolpfed m^ith palings : it was in the neighbour- 
hood of Spittalfields; and, the people, in the neighbourhood^ led by 
curiofity, and not kept at home by work, being out of -efnploy, and 
might 2fk well dine upon the fttfh air as upon the ftagnate air of ' 

Spittalfields itfclf, they attended our meeting to the amount of 
thoufandsj and behaved as ordcrjy as thofe men you faw to-day 
come up th^ ftr^ets j they behaved with the utmoft decency ; and 
the police Magiftrates, from. the Bohcq OHice, with their- Police 
runners, attended, but did not dare to moleft us more than that we 
iQvited them to attend our meeting, in-as-much as i| wa; conftitq? 
tional ; knowing that they ihould difplcafe certain pcjrfons in power, 
who Ihall be namelefs, they declined accepting the inyitation of at^ 
fending ; bur, after I was iiomiaatesdi I return^ theixi xii^ks foj^ 
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tht polite attention they had paid us : they aiked us ^^hecher Vf^ 
were to choofe Members of Parliament; I replied, No; that our ob- 
}e6tf at Edinburgh, wat to communicate with our brethren here, 
who were, like ourfelves, purfuing a Reform in Parliament ; that 
would be our. bufmefs in Edinburgh. I told tijem, if they had any 
commands, I would execute them ; they poljtcjy bid me a gopd-day, 
and drew off their Conftables ; and found tbejnfelves to be very 
happy in being proteftcd by us : it is true, Sir, the^High Conftable 
came to me, and begged of me, as a means of difperfing the mob, 
that I would defire the Members of our Society todifperfe quietly, 
for as-rouch-as there might be fome riot, fomc tumult. I told him, 
if that was the cafe, we would, to a man,. turn out and aflift the civil 
o|ticer : that as Reform was our aim, fo was order; and, that we 
would, on every occafion, proteft the civil officer ; and, at the fame 
ti|ne, that we afliiled him in his duty, we wojild taKe care that he 
did it. And, Gentlemen, my behaviour has bein perfectly regular; 
I have been always ready to come forward, and face my country, 
againil any charge^, except, at the firA jnflanct, when I was afTailed 
J>y fix blackguards, or meflengers ; or, whatever tjiey. were, I 
told them, Take rny word, that when ever they required my prefencc, 
1 would be forthcoming : the fame ^vas tl^c cafe in this Court ; I 
had not renewed my bail in this Court ; yet, I did not hefitate to 
appear; I never will fly from jufticef.J will always abide by it; 
befides, Gentlemen, if the London Society was, fcditious, but it is 
not, it i$ fandtionpd by a letter, a copy of. yvhich ihall be given to 
each of you, to pen^fe at your leifure : yon >vill fe^, th^t it was ai 
Society founded uJ)on our ^onftitutional principles 5 that none of the 
Minifters dared offend us ; it is true, lad year, feveral affociations 
were formed all over the kingdom j and, it ^s they y/ho founded the 
. tocfin ; and, where did they originate ? they originated in about 
eleven placemen : the Prefident, the Chairman of that Society, 
pofTefles only five places ; he was a clerk, o^ underftrapper, of Lord 
Havvkefbury j his name is Reeves : At the faipe tinie, to prove to 
you the further conftitutionality of our proceedings, we did, in the 
month of April, hold an affembly, at the Crown and Anchor, in the 
room above this very man, who was for protefting property againft 
republicans and levellers : this very man, obliged to bite his nailr^ 
in the room underneath, dared hot fliew his teeth ; but he can write; 
and he is affifted ; I will not fay by the treafury, but te has^pecij- 
niary afiiil^ince, and has laid the public under contributions; and« 
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here I apply .t« «i oWcrvttxon of the Public Profecotor, duit we 
drew money from ^ poor, the deluded, and the weak. Would to 
jQod, no man drew more i^om the poor, the deluded, and the w^ak 4 
If no man enjoyed more iiiiec^re places that Wff do,- every family 
would have bread y whMx is not now the caf^ } while thofe who 
draw money from the pd&r, the wea]», Ihe. deluded, and, I may add^. 
the opprefl*ed^ are feveUing in riot and luxury, and all manner of 
^rdfli,gacy : while ^% fell themfbjves, while they (ell othen> and 
their crimes, they cut a figure ; but let them remember, that every 
guhiea that they poflcft, confifts of a certain nurol^r of drops of the 
blood of the podfcv He fays, 'being named a Delegate by an aflbci- 
ation offeditious people, calling themfelves the Correfpondbg So* 
cjety of London, did rcpafr to Edinbjx^rgh, with the wicked suid fe- 
jijbious purpofc of 'joining and co-opcratiny with an illegal affocia- 
tion of evil difpofed and feditious perfons, who originaUy defigned 
themfelves the General Convention of the Friends of the People, 
J^ow, it feems, that the original Friepds of the Pec^le, were an ille- 
gal affaaation J were an affociation of cyil-difpofed and feditious pcrr 
Tons. In the indiftment, it fays foj but, in the pleading of the 
Prc^fecutor for the Crown, he fays othcrwifc j he fays, that they 
were harmlefs, that they were allowed j and, indeed, the behaviour 
of the Magiftrates toward them, fccm^s to prove the legality of their 
inftitution ; he goes on, and charges us with hojding various illegal 
and fedit]k>us meetings : how 'came they to be illegal } if the Friendf 
of the People were in the Hf ft inftance legal, how came they to be 
illegal and feditious t ^rVhere are the proofs that he brings of it ? 
He Jikewife fays, they met under the pretence of procuring a Re- 
form. Gentlemen, you are not to be caught by words : you are 
pie^ of fenfe ; an^ /pnfc alone is to operate upon you j reafon an4 
found fenfe ; how is he to tell } how is he to prove ? in what mai^^ 
•per has he proved that thefe were only pretences ? On the contrary, 
•jvhat I have already fljewcd you betrays a great fyftpm of regularity 
flind order 5 and order will never be introduced for the fake of for- 
yrarding confufion ; and yet, he fays, they were evidently of a dap^ 
jjcroiis and dcftruftive tendency, though I ftartle ?t the words, eyi- , 
dently of a dangerous and deftruftiyc tendency ; yet, if you allo\Y 
|pc to add a few words to that fcntence, I will flijcw they are ftri6Uy 
true ; for, if you apply thefe words to the abufes \yhich have crept 
into the Conftitution, you will make Engliih, you will make fenfe, 
^ad you will make truth of it. He fays, we imitated, in the |orm 
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a^nd' teiiour of our proceedings, that Conv^tlon of p€opk^ titib 
wmcd caemiei of thii cottntfy : thefe people, the avowed enemlet 
of this country, iigW with guift» bayientts, and cannon : we do th# 
^.fsme ; and, yet I don't fiipppTe. thai( we ate gUtllf for 9ppofing» arm 
to arm : the.Houre of Commonty whoiii we are feeking tb rcforto, 
' lund will to nty^modtlf if pofHbiei upon die platt of a ttore frtquenc 
renovation, ufcs the faitie regt^tions that -we do; but order can 
never be criminal. Gentlemen of the Juryi he fkp, likewife, that 
I did a^ as Prefes or Chairman of their mettingb : this, li)lcw%^ 
he has failed to prove : he has proved that I a^ed' once as Chair- 
man ; and, therefore, cannot be guilty of a£Hng as Chairmati at 
their meetings ; at leaft, he h inaccuratt in his knguage ; but^ \m 
England, fuch an inaccuracy would be fatal to the indictment. AU 
though it has been faid that I was an Attorney by one ; and) by 
another, that I know nothmg of law, I hope to prove^^ <^8it I k«ow 
(bmething of the Conftitutmn ; and, that if I am no Attorn^, I < 
have as much honefty as any Attorney, or any Gentleman of the 
gown. It goes on, that various inflammatory votes and refolutiont 
were paflTed. Of this, I truil, the Public Prosecutor ha» failed t* 
produce any evidence : there is no vote, no refolutioo: of an inflam- 
ihatory nature, inafmuch as to underftand the word inflammatory ) 
it means, not merely, that which will inftame itfelf, but theft which 
win inflame others : now, the word introduced, as ibflammatoryy 
had no manner of connexion with the Convention at krge, and w^a 
ordered by it, to have been burnt : there, indeed, h« is right ; it 
might have been inflamHiatory -, when bumi]i|r^ it was inflamma- 
tory ; but that inflammatory nature was no way feditious. Coit-* 
tininng then, in the fvvollenand dclufive language of the indidtment, 
he ilates, that the faid Maurice Margarot, did alfo, << when attending 
in his capacity of Delegate, at the illegal meetings of the faid AiTo* 
ciation, utter, and make various feditious and inflamaiatory fpeecfacs* 
tending to vilify our prefent happy Conftitution, and to withdraw 
therefrom, the confidence and attachment of our fubje^/' I have 
tlneady proved, that the only end of our meeting, was to renert t» 
our Conftitution ; butj it feems, that there is a terrible confuiion of' 
ideas. He accufes me with having, while attending my duty, at 
Delegate, in thcfe meetings of the Convention, with having ina<k 
feveral inflammatory fpeechcs, tending to vilify our prefent hap^^ 
Conftitution ; and, to withdraw, therefrom, the con£dcnce and atw 
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tachtnent of our fiibje^s : That that is a wrong ftatcmcnt, will t« 
c?idcnt, at firft fight : by what you have alrcjidy been told, yoii 
muft have diicovered, that mea, feekhig a Reform, cannot wife td 
do injury to that very Conftitution which will procure to thcjn that 
Reform; for, we are; not fo blind as not to fee, that our original 
Conftitution, if we revert to its original priflciples, does gives is the * 
Reform wc want ; but his way of proving this inflammatory fpeech 
h very curious. And, particularly, the faid " Maurice Margarot did, 
at a meeting of faid Convention, held^on Tuefday, 19th November 
laft, 1793, or on fome other ^ay of that month, in a Mafon Lodge, 
or room in Blackfriars Wynd, in the city of Edinburgh, wickedly 
aad feloniouily make the following motion, or one of a iimilar im- 
port." This, you will r«colle6k, is to be the vilifying of our preftnt 
happy Coriftitution, and our withdrawing therefrom the attachment 
of our fubje^s. Now, you will fee what that motion is, which he 
adduces in fupport of that proof : That, previous to publifhing an Ad« . 
drefs to the Public, a Committee be forthwith appointed to eonfider 
the means, and draw up the outlines of a plan of general union and 
corporation between the two natioaf» in their conftitutional purfuic 
of a fhorough Parliamentary Reform. He brings you forth a mo- 
tion, as written evidence ; and, he tells you, this is done for the ^ 
purpofe of fiibverting our prtfent happy conftitution, and with- 
drawing therefrom the attachment of our fubje£t$ : you certainly 
will not take it amifs,if I recall toyour mind what I faid before, that 
it wlis an attempt to impofe upon your underftandings ; for there 
is not one of you fifteen that has a fdrvant about your houfe^ fo im*^ 
bfcilej as to fuppofe that a plan of union would tend to vilify ouf 
prcfent happy Constitution, and withdraw, therefrom, the coinfi'* 
dence and attachment of our fubjeftsi it might, very well, when 
helped forward with all the brilliancy of gefturc, of language, of 
a&ion, which he is pofteiTed of ; but, when you confie to look into 
It, it is a direft falftiood : let us call things by their proper name i 
it is a direct -falftiood ; it does not fupport itfelf then further^ 
that motion having pafted unanimoufly ; and, which motion, clearly 
demonftrated a wifli and intention on the part of the faid Maurice 
Margarot, of propagating the fcditious tenets of that Aftociattort 
, over the whole kingdom ; and, of exciting our fubjcfts in England* 
in contempt of legal authority, to adopt the fame unconftitutional 
conduct which the faid Maurice Margarot, and his aflbciates, bad 
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preruttied to follow. Gentlemen, I have been toM, that in Scot- 
land, I am as much a ftranger as if I had come from Germany^ 
from Italy, from America ; and yet, a Court which cannot brioaj 
witneffes from Bngtand, can try me for \frhat was charged to be 
done in England? in ihoft, it is ^ farrago of nonfenfe. Were I 
better acquainted with the Public ]^rofecuto;r, I ihgluld have thought 
he meant to kavt fet forth my poor fervices in the Converttion ; 
and, therefore, brought me forward to explain the nature of it, the 
contempt of legal authority. Where has it been fliewn ? Ko 
where : on the contrary, >ve had the fanftion of legal authority ; 
Pitt and Dun^ both knew we were coming down : the Magi- 
flrates of Edinburgh knew we were aflcinbling for that purpofe ; 
tinlefs the contempt was, that we did not go and afk them leave : 
perhaps, had we been ftrolling players, we migh^ ; for, I -am told, 
that a town- hall, not far from Edinburgh, was refufed to the Friends 
of the People ; and, the next night, permitted to a compaiiy of ftrof- 
Kng players ? probably the ftrolimg players are the moft beneficiaF 
members of fociety. Gentlemen, you fee what hardlhips I febour 
under, not b^g able to get at iny exculpatrqg wrtuefTes and papers, 
the witneffcs being above the laws of the country. The Lord Ad- 
vocate, when he fays it was in contempt of legal authority, utters a 
falftiood : not even your Lord Chief Jufticc Laing, who goes about 
knocking people down in the ftreet, his legal authority had not 
ihewn itTelf ; and, therefore, it was not in contempt of any legal 
authority whatever. We took our own room ; burnt our owa 
handles ; and nobody had any thing to do with it but ourfelves 5 
there was no contempt of any legal authority ; and, therefore, that 
part m'uft be expunged ; as alfo^ that which relates to England j 
over which, you fay, you have no jurifdiftion. Again, 1 find among 
-•my high crimes and imfdemeanors, the v/ord foc/ift ; and, .a learned 
Judge has laid, that we took it from the French : another perfoa 
has faid, taking up, I fuppofe, what had dropped ^rom the learned 
Jud^e, that it was a French word : unfortunately, it happens to be 
borrowed even by them : it is a Chinefe word, iignifying a llirill 
found 5 a bell that is rung when danger is near ; and, you know, 
the greatef part, or all the words of the Chinefe language, mean one 
and the fame thing ; and, therefore, they are obliged to couple a 
finmber of them, in order to convey what they mean, efpeciall/ 
when it carries a complicate idea with it. 
Aj;aini ^ m^^tion is deemed very fedittons ).fcr, having appoifiteJ 
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di Committee for the particular purpofe of watching every sjAT 
which may militate againft the rights of the people ; it is flrft falfe,' 
that fitch a Committee has heen appoiated i but, if it. had been ap- 
pointcdy we ihoaldt in the French term, have 4efe(ved well of our 
country, for our vl^ance ; or, let me call to your mind, in alt the 
high offices ot trufti you find very few people willing to fiepfor* 
ward, and ferve you (or nothing ; and that would iiave been tht' , 
cafe, if we had appointed this Committee: we (hould have been, 
labouring for you^ at our own expence i being your centinelsif 
watching, that none of your rights might be encroached, while you 
flept ; but it may be i»roper here to animadvert lik«wife upon th« 
blank that was produced sis criminal^ and more criminal than the 
vrritten evidence : it was faid, that the refolution which ought to fill 
the blanks was of fuch a nature, that it mud not appear till the end 
«f the Refolutions. I will explain that to the fattsfa£Uon of the 
Jury; but» It muft be by reading to them the whole difcourfe. 
Ilere^is a motion, fuppofed to be made by Mr Callendar : That in 
cafe the Minifter, or any other Member, bring into the Houfe of 
Commons, a motion for a Convention Bill, as palfcd in Ireland, for 
preventing the people from meeting, according to their juft rights^ 
by the Revolution, the fame motion ihail be noticed to the Dele- 
gates of the refpeftive Societies immediately, to meet in Conventioii^ 
to afTert their rights ; and, then they miiEke me fay, this is an ex- 
celfent modem ; and the event which it alludes to, ought to be the 
tocfin to the Friends of Liberty to aiTemUc : it feems, howeyery 
to be ii^pcrfeft ; h does not mention any place of meetiiig ; neither 
does it fpecify the time when the Delegates are to aJemble ; for . 
the word immediately is indefinite, and will not convey the fame 
meaning to perfons refiding in different parts of the country : by 
thofe who live near to the place of meeting, it will be underftood^ 
that they are to repair there next day ; by thofe at a greatCF 
diftance, within a few days ; and by thofe dill Airther of, within a^ 
^week after fuch information is received. Gentlemen^ you will re- 
member, I have read to you eight chapters, the produce of the 
Committee of Regulations ; you will fee what fpirit actuated themp 
V^hen they drew up thofe regulations ; and that there was nothing. 
ieditious in their tendency. Here, I am then made to fay, that this 
motion comes properly tinder the chapter of'ReguIatioitt ; I wifh i» 
were referred to that Committee,; I therefore move, that the re* 
p«rt be read> that the Convention may judge, whether the arucle I 
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• iktinit to, fufficiently provides for the iatention of the m^ion no\v 

before the Conventioa. Here you fee, firft, my dilTent to that mo- 

tabn of Mr. Callendar's : the one which the Committee of Regula* . 

tionsihad drawn up» was in a different ftyle, and would Have come 

4n extremely well at th^ end "of the regulations ; inftead' of which* 

•the Convention fpliced the one with the otij^ ; xhtjf adopted tht 

inotibn of Mr. CaUendar, and propofed to bring it idtis amended by 

Mr. Sinclair, and others ; and, the next day,' they propofed to bring 

4r ift at thi ekd d!.the proceediogs : that is the only my fiery that 

i&as given & much uneafinefs to the Public Accufer ; while, at thfe 

<&n!e time) he might have done away a great deal of your fufpenfe, 

'and, likewiie, have made himfelf much eafier j for, I believe, he is. 

in poflfeflioa^f tttat very motion, .b\tf 'did not think proper to pro- 

•duoe it^ becailfe it would not have anfwered his end of criminating 

me 5 however, I «lHll invalidate it entirely, for the JPublic Accufer 

is bound to bring forward the beft evidence he .can adduce : he has 

iiot brought that evidence forward : he has told you, that he har got 

•it, but has not produced it ; therefore, you are not to believe hisn* * 

.on his word ; and, 1 believe, diat is not the only falfehood pointed 

out, that will engage you to difbelieve any thing he may alTeft. I 

wili read a palfage from the Gazetteer, which will ihev^r^ that other 

-men have been the viftims of his falfehood, as well as myfelf. Ga-» 

zetteer, 7th January, iigncd by a man of great refpcftaWlity, both 

^tts to tnith and fortune ; a man ftiil more refpe£iable by education, 

and by his virtue ; he is a man pofiefled of 6000I. a year, and up- 

«-ivards ; lays the chief part of that money out, not an luxury, or in 

'profligate living, but in reliei^g the necefiities of the poor > I mean 

Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, wl|o has been called one of the 

tvtetches of Ireland. « The J-o«d Advocate of Scotland, Robert 

«^ Dundas, having afTerted, on the trial of Thomas Muir, Efq. that 

'** an Addrefs from the United Irilkmen of Di|blin, to the Delegates, 

*• for Reform in Scotland, to whiclj my name was fixed as Secre- 

** tary, was penned by thefe infamous wretches, who, Kke himfelf^ 

^ have fled from the pun^ment that awaited him ; and, an expla« 

" nation having been avoided, under the pretext of official duty, 

'' I find it now necelTary to declare, that fuch afiertion of the LqpA 

Advocate is a falfehood. , 

" ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN* 
.»& ThSf 
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^This IS what they call ill plain vulgar Englifti, giving a tjian t1t# 
^e ; and when the name is afHxed to it, this man is of an equall]f 
high character, and his intrinfic charafter makes him rank at Icaft with 
the official charadter of the public profecutor. I dare fay he is not a 
inan, who would fix his name to a falfehood ; and if he had, hisfalfc- 
Jlbod would hitc beencontradifted ; and it fecms that here the- pub- 
lic Profcctftbr is Very full of fpii'it, and theifefore would have refented 
this injtiry. He has filcntly acknowledged the truth of it, and ih 
man who will tell a falfehood in one inflance, wiM tell it in general 5 
therefore be wary how you truft merely to his aflertion, efpecially witiv 
in ob)e6t like this in view, the extirpation of abufes upon which h«" 
^nd his relativeis fatten^) for hi& uncle reaps nowupwards of ^.20*00 i| 
year of the public money as Secretary of State. Were abufes to bev, 
reAified, thefe falaries would be diminifhed ; were thefe abufes to be 
iredtified, it is poffible that his conduft would |?e enquired into as mofk 
likely it will fpeedily. You fee by this, Gentlemen, that where any 
thing tending to exculpate me could be adduced, ht has kept it back . 
but he has not done it fimply and fairly, but aggfavked it ; I have 
greater proof of this man's guilt, but I will not produce it ; whereas. 
It is an extenuation of guilt. Here is another a£t of criminality iit 
this motion ; by the by, it feeAs very inconvenient in the praftice of 
the law of Scotland, that o«e crime may aifedt many perfons, if it i^ 
only by holding finger to finger, art and part as it is called here ; and 
here Gentlemen, it may be as well to revert to the opinion of the So* 
Hcitof General of Ring William upon that fubjeft. Sir John Hawle* 
tys; ** As Juries have ever Deen vcfled with' fuch powers by law, ib 
•< to exclude them .from, or dilfeife tfcfem of the fame, were utterly 
'* to defeat the end of their inflitmion 5 for then if a perfon Should he 
" indifted for doing any comrnon innocent a6"t, if it be but doathed 
'** and difguifed in the indi£tmcnt with the nameof trcafon :" So tha| 
yqu fee, even in King William's time, there were frivolous pcrfecu- 
tions as well as at prefent, I meant to call them profecutioiis, I beg 
pardon, and that if the Jury did not ftepin between the crown lawyer 
--ind the fubjeft, the I'ubjedt having no red^efs, was incarcerated, fined, 
t>anifhdd, cr otherwile ill ufed, and all for things, which in themfelvcs 
'kere perfectly innocent; but being cloathed in treraepdou« language, 
appear heinous crimes, fuch as I was mentioning juft now« and is re- 
,^orted here ; "If any perfbu Ihould be indicted for doing any com- 
•< mon innocent aft, if it be but cloathed and difguifed in the indift- 
'* ment with the name of Treafon,«r fome other high cT%ne,and proved 
**-iy witnelTesto haVc be€n>dbfce by him,' the Jury, though fatisfie^ 



^* in cohfcience that the h€t is not any fuch offence as it is called ^ yet 
«< becaufe (according to this fond opifaion) they have no power t^ 
«* judge of law, and the faft tharged is fully proved, they fhall at 
" this rate be bound to find him guilty ."—^Thus you \vil! if you finfl 
tne guiky; refer rhetotlie mercy bf the court — I Ihall not detain yoU 
much longer ; you havt attended me with fingular patknce, Gentle- 
men of the Jury, and I thank you for it — ^you are doing yourcoun- 

• try good. Diftinguiih then the true friends of your country from its 
foes. You have ften that thfe teftimony of every witnefs adduced on 
•the part of the Crown is one weaker than another ; that it all turris 

• upon the point of the meeting being Seditious ; whereds, in verity, as 
; the law tcrmia^ the meeting was founded upoi^the claim of rights — 

that it is the privilege of the fubjc(9k to feck redrefs j and 1 muft take 
the liberty of quoting.to you (bmething from Defoe, which will prove 
to you, that the people have a right — that the original power reftswith 
them, and that they have a right to controul that pov^^er, and keep ort 
it a continual dieck; for as I faid, before the fervant is not greater 
than the mailer, and the King is but the chief fervant of the na- 
tion. It is trufe we do not exercife our authority over him, or if we 
do, it is but once in two or three centuries ; and I hope it will be 
centuries before we iliall have occafiorf to exercife it again. But there 
are thofe who^exercife the regal po\Ver iff his name, and the foonct 
they are bi^ought to condign punilhrnetit, the fooner it will prevejft 
others from purfuing the fame daftardly purfuits. This is a chapter 
<)f Defoe ; he is treating of the original povfrer Of the coUefl:! ve body 
of the people of England.—" To the King. Sir, it is not the lead 

• " of the extraordinaries of your Majefty's chara6ter, that as you are 

• ** Kiilfe of your people, fo you are the people's Ring. Tliis title, ai 
^ it is the moft glorioiis, {o is it the' mtfft indifputable iti the world. 
♦■ God himfelf appointed, the phrophet proclaimed, but the people'si 
«« affent Was the finilhing, the royal authority of the firll King of 
" Ifrael. Your Majefty, among all the bIciJings of your reign, has 
" reftored this is the beft:' of dt ouf enjoyments, the full liberty of 
" our original right in is aftings and exercife."-^ 

This was publifhed ij| the year 1705, fooh after the revolution. 
^ '< Former reigns have invaded it, and the iaft thought it totally fup- 
•* prefled^ but as liberty revived under your Majcfty's juft authority, 
** this was the firft flower (he brought forth;" that is fd fay, the a6Kng 
and exercifes of otir liberties and original rights, which are thofe 
which you have feen in Mr. Wharton's fpeech, of petitioning arid 
obtaining redrefs 5 of keeping a conftant check upon every fervant' of 
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Ihc Crowil, in whatever fuuation he may be placed j and of obtaitfin^ 
a fair and equal reprefentation. 

He fays in another pl^ce>— " I have obferved, when intcreft 9bligca 
«* anyperfonor party to defend the caufethey have efpoyfed, they 
•' pleafe themfelvcs with fancying they conceal their private^deiign*^ 
« like a Iatc»;Aa of Parliament, Which in the preamble calls itfetf an 
« A€t for the relief of Creditors j but whicb i» its efli^a, waj^ an aft: 
«< for the relief of DebtoHi'* This is l&c men who cry tip the Conr- 
ftitution, and live upon its defta** " Thus fome Gentlemen places^- 
« fine fpccious titles on their books; as, Jura Popufi AngUcani -.--A 
« rindkatiort of the Rights of Abe Commons of England, and a HnS- 
<* cation of the Rigbti of the Lords ; and ^^'ith largp and high coco- 
« miums upon the excellency of our Conftitutioo, opeaft the icvity of 
•« fome peoples* judgments with fine notions \ whereas^ the true end 
<*« and defign is defending the intereft and party they have efpoufed.'' 
Gentlemen, calltdmind whether it may not be the cafe with one of u^ 
two, the Pannelor the Pubic Profecutoi^ whether we way mot be trum- 
peting up or founding the praife of the conftitution, and at the fame 
time have interefted and private views; and as it has been faid you 
cannot penetrate into the minds of men, you can only judge from the 
tenor of iheir conduct; hitherto he has acknowledged himfelf to be 
a pkcentan/ though aot a ppifioner* Gentlemen, 1 take my God to 
tvitnefsj that wera I to be offered one of the moft profitable places 
'tnder Government, ipy confcience would not permit me to accept tl>e 
emoluments of it, when I know that it har been drawn from the 
blood and the fweat of the poor 5 that tbere has been more blood fpilt 
* within this laft twelvemonth, for the purpof* of gratifying Miniftry^ 
and keeping the public mind fronn saform, than would completely fill 
the largeli Ihip that is now ia the Br itilK navy, and I fpeak wkhist 
corapafs. " The defence of the rights of the reprefcntatWe body of 
** the people, underftood by the nama of the Commons of England 
« in Parliament, is a great.poiJit, and fo plain are their rights, thatr 
" it is no extraordinary talk to defend them ; but for any man t* 
<* advance, that they are fo auguft an aflfembly, that no objeftion ought; 
** to be made to their actions, nor no refleftion upon their condufit, 
•* though the faft be true j and that it is not to be examined, whether 
** the thing faid be true, but what authority the perfon fpeaking ha 
"» to fay, it is a doftrine wholly new." 

Y«u fee, Gentlemen, it was a doftrine new 9 hundred years ag 
jn the time of Defoe, but is a do6trine renewed now- to ferve thi 
Ibte profscutioBS'^ it hh highly feditious, and of a very evil tsndez 



F 



( »6s ) 

m the public ^t prefcnt to examine into the conduct of the Houfe of 
Cbnjmoni, and yet at rfiat time it was conftitutional ; why, bccaufc 
we have brought in the prefcnt family, and that they had entered into 
m contra^ with the people ^ they would not fuflfer their fiurvants to de» 
via^ froip it at fiill -, at prefent, through lapfe of time that is grown 
fjbfdlete, and their fervants' fcrvants tell you, you are not even to exa- 
mine iHfo it ; praifr the Conftitution, 9nd think yourfelves . happy, 
whether you are fo or not. " It is doctrine Vvholly new, and fecms 
** to me to be a badge of more flavery to our own reprefentatives» 
** than ever the people of England owes them, or than ever they 
" therafelvcs expedeil. This thereibre, together with fome invs^,- 
•* fions of the pepple's rights, made public by fcveral modern au- 
<* thors ; You fee the rights of the people were begun already, then 
to bcj invaded, " are the reafons why I have adventured {being^vifol^ 
" dijinterefted axd unconcerned either for perfoni w pcBrties)y to make a 
** Ihort eflay at declaring the rights of the people of England, not 
** reprefentatively, but colle6lively confidcred. And with due defe- 
** rence to the reprcfentative body of the nation, I hope I ma;|f fay 
« /'/ can he no diminmion of their right s, to affert the rights of that 
** body from whom they derived the powers and privileges of their , 
** Houfe, and which are the very foundation of their being." ^^ jt 

This refers to what I /aid to you juft now, the fervant cannot b&' 
higher than the matter ; if they derive their powers from us, we en- . 
tertain powers fuperior to theirs ; it is therefore our duty to fee that * 
they acquit themfelves of the talk repofcd in them, and confequently 
all the meetings of the people fOr thofc purpofes are conftitutional, 
and not fcditious and inflammatory, as founded by the Public Accufer. 
« For if the original right of the people be overthrown, the power of 
** the Reprefentative which is fubfequent and fubordinate muft die of 
^* itfelf, and becaufe I have to do rather with reafon and the nature 
•• of the thing, than with laws and precedents." I am happy to find 
that Defoe ftood in the fituation I now do. I have. Gentlemen, to 
do before you with reafon and the nature of the thing : I have to deal 
with your reafon : I like that much better than law or precedents ; 
:afon is an en^anation of the divine Being *, laws are btit the formation 
; that emanation, and the further the rays diverge from the centre, 
le weaker they grow. 
Gentlemen, you will find that the plain do6brine that I am laying 
wn, has been the language of all times and all ages, is the doftrine 
truth itfelf; and that I am a6ting for the public advantage, and not 
i^r private or perfonal emolument ; and becAuTc I have to do rather 
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ift'kh rcafon and the nature of the thing, than with law and prece^ 
dents. The Crown Lawyers can confufe and confounci a man not bred 
to the law : Tiiey can confound a juryman with the dull from th^ old 
mufty Jaw books, and lull his'reafoning to fleep with word': conveying 
a .very difTcrent meaning to what ought to be attached to them. ** To 
" come direfily to what I de%n in the following papers, it is necef- 
** fary to lay down feme maxims other than what a late author has 
f * furnifhed us with j falus populifuprema /tvr." This will not be'con- 
trpverted by any body, the welfare of the people is the firft of all laws ; 
and rcmeipber this Gentlemen, " all gpvernment, and cpnfequenily 
** our whole Conftitution, was originally defigned and is maintained 
f* for the fupport of the people's property, who are the governed." 
It is for the fupport of the people, not for the fupport of the governor, 
** that all the members of Government, whether Kings, Lords, or 
f* Commons, if they invert the great defign of their inftitution, the 
" public good ceafe to be in the fame public capacity." You fee, 
Defoe abfolutely fufpends them froni their function, the moment they . 
ceafe to devote their talept§ to , the public good^ Hpw mapy of our 
placemen andpenlioners woujd be fufpended, ^f that law was ftiU 
ut in execution ! " And power retreats tp its original, that pp 
collcjStive or reprefentative body of men whatfoevcr, in matters pf 
♦* politics any more than religion, (ire or fver have been infallible.''* 
Here'.is the axe at the root of the omnipotence of Parliament, " That 
** reafon is the tcft and touchftone of laws, and that all law or poweif 
f* that is con trad i6lory to reafon, \^ij>fofa£io void in itfelf, and ought 
•* not to be obeyed. Some other maxims lefs general, are thp confe- 
f* quence of thefe: as Firft, that*fuch laws, as are agreeable to reafon 
<• and juftice, being once njade, are binding both to King,, Lords, and 
'< Commons, either feparately or cor^undively, till a6tually repealed 
" in due form." Thus much, I diiFer from many great fnen in the 
law at prefent; who fay, that a bad (aw when once found to be a bad 
law, ought "^to be difobeyed in order to get it broken. On ,the con- 
trary I am for obeying, and every good citizen is for obeying and pay- 
jng refpe6t to the laws, and to nothing but the laws; and while a law- 
is in forfe, let it be never fo b^d, I will ob^y it ; I will point out-if 
I can the errors of the law, but I will obey it while it is in exiftence j| 
from that qonfeflTion of faith, you may eafily fuppofe that another- ar^ 
tide of accufc^tion will falfto the ground, w^ich is that our Coaven* 
tion was to affemble and militate againft the Parliament, in cafe af the J 
introduction of a Convention Bill : We were to overawe in the lau- 
^uiige of the public Profecutor j to overawe the Parliament ^ toth^c^A 
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<licm m their proceedings : fo we were : but how ? by argument, by 
found reafoAing ? a^ a body of men we could do nothing till we had 9 
majority of the nation on our fide. When once the majority of the 
.Society is of one way of thinking, it is^proper that th^ minority ihould 
yield to it, and that is the firft law of Society ; and as the general 
«ood is to be paramount to every thing, fo the will of the few is »to 
fubnrit to the will of the many ; and therefore, the obje45t of our in- 
^tution was firft to diffufe political knowledge 5 and fccon4ly» to ga- 
ther the general will, if we found that general will to be for a re- 
form m Parliament, a reform in Parliament we ihould obtain ; if we 
are to be flaves, it is our duty then to fit down filent, and if not fatisr 
£ed, we may as a notolc Lord has faid, take our pack [on our back, 
and be trudging. My Lord, at another feafon I might not talk im- 
ptt)fitably, but at the prefent late hour of the night, I think in my 
mSnd that I have faid fufficiently to acquit myfelf of all the charges 
laid againft me, if you will be kind enough to diveft yourfelves of any 
prejudice which public papers, public rumours, or public prejudices, 
may have infpired againft me ; tO£xamine not mjerely the man, I am 
myfelf, a wiliijig and a devoted vi6tim to my country. I know if I 
am left to the mercy of the court, how that mercy will difplay itfelf ; 
but if it can profit the caufe that I ihould be a vi6tim, I am willing it 
ihould be fo : I have faced death before now : I am not afraid of nt 
jibw, you may fee that I am not agitated ? J a<n as cool as yourfelves ; 
I have ftudied this affair well : I undertook it not fanftioncd by a Pitt, 
9l Richmond, or a Dundas : I adopted it upon reafon and juftice, and 
J will quit it only with life. Gentlemen, you reprefent your country : 
your fituation is awfull; you are now to guard its liberties; you are 
now to encourage the plant of reft>rm ; a mild and peaceful reform, 
.according to the temper of mcn^s minds, now may be eafiiy eifefted j 
but beware of perfecution carried on with too much rigour. We 
know, and hiftory ihews us, that at a certain pitch of opprcijjion the 
people will bear it no longer, and an uninformed multitude, i» 
what every well-ftudied governnient, eyery well coi^ufted govern- ' 
ment fiiould fear to inccnfe. It has been the policy of Europe, 
and it is a pepiih policy , and I am foiry fo fay^ we now num- 
bfer two among our Allies who make much ufe of that policy 5 
I mean thofe who encourage the inquii^tion and the bow-ftring^ 
the Pope and the Turk; who have both now ambaffadors at our Court. 
It is their policy that the people ihould be ignorant 5 it has been the 
policy of the priefthood, it has been the poHcy of felfe politicians j 
but I hope the time is coming, when men will open their ey^s to theif 
Kuedntereft, and that feafon when riches arc no longet to be poured 
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upon one man withftut mcafurc, while a. thoufand others are ftarving. \, 
It is ncceflary that there Ihould be a diftin6tion of ranks., gd it wilV 
take place, but let merit be the way to public pfHces ; ftudy that, aiid ; 
yoy will find yourfelves better ferved, not as thp prtfent cuftom is, tUe. 
coufm of one Lord, and the fon of another is to be the pFOprietor of 
a borough ; thefe are things much wanted to be reforftjed. 

Gentlemen, you have fetti how flight the charges againil me arc i 
you have had intimations of what the m^ rey will be that I (hall ex- 
perience. A further intimation that orders have been iffued, though 
the part firom whence thofe orders came, have not been developed tq - 
yo^i ; yet let me re9ur to your claim of rights} it is contrary to the laws 
of Scotland, that any Magiftrate of Scotland (hould a6t according tq 
any order whatever, except it is according to the laws of Scotland, 
but not apcording to the orders of any ftranger. You are ii^ this cafe^ 
without any appeal in Scotland/ You are the rcprefeDt^tives of the 
people ; they have ent^-ufted you with their rights and privileges | 
you are to pronounce on me, whether 1 am guilty or not. 1 have ap^ 
peared here to anfwer to my country. I hope I ha^e done it to the 
iatisfaftion of my country, and I hope you will do it honor by youjf 
verdi^ ; though the fophiftry of the public Profecutor has appeared ' 
in'aii it§ defeats, I hope tl^at found fenfe and reafon are at work ii^ 
^isar niindSf and I hope tl^ere is not one among you fifteen, but wha( 
is poflrcfifed of an honeft heart. Confider ; I tell you cpnfider not mc-^ 
^ confider your country. Confider the c aufe, and confider thp futility 
. of the charge that is brought againft me. I am forry to have de- 
/'.teined you fo long, but it is a ferious affair,, and your vercjift w\\\ noj^ 
be confined within thefe walls ; the eyes of Britain are now upon you 
fifteen men, whom I don't cv^n Jcnow by name, and who perjwp^ 
ptver faw me before, nor I you j then examine roe wfll, fee if t^er| 
is any thing feditious in my appearance or behaviour ; fee if there i% 
any thing illegal in what I have done, though not verfed iii the quirks 
pf the law J and I am glad of it, for I believe the laws, and the per- 
verfion of the laws by the pra<^ice, have made many an honeft man 
a knave. You will fee whether I am guilty of the charge laid againft 
mc, what proportion of guilt is attached to me ; whetherany part is 
proved home tq me j whether any part is legal proof, a^d whether I • 
was not ferving my country; and I cannot hefitate a moment to think^ 
but that your verdJft will do honour to your country, and jufticfe t» 
•me. — Gentlemen, I take my leave of you. — 

Give ipe leave now to call to yom Lordfhips attention, your pqrt|». 
cuUrduty.— . 

z Lerd" 
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jbordy.i^ue'^jUtk, I will not receive any mftru£lions from you« • 

H • ' . 

. Mr^Margarot* J Ikall take the liberty of checking your Lord** 
fliips, if you do not gp on properly. 
. Lord JuJHce Qerk* You have gone on for four hours, and' I would 
potallovir you to be interrupted ; if you bad not been aftninger, % 
wpwld not have heard one third of what you havie faid in four {iourS| 
l^jflch wa^ all fedifion from beginning to end . 
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Lord Julkf Clerk. * " 

Gentlctnen of the Jury, I dare fey every man in Court is fetigued, 
fs I own I am ; and after hearing it will not be neceflary to detain 
you much longer ; but { fhall make a few general obfervationSy which 
I apprehend may be of fome ufe in forming a judgment upon thi< 
pafe. The crime here charged is the crime of ^edition \ and although 
it is not founded upon any flatute.Iaw, it is a crime ve^y well known 
in the common law .of Scotland, and indepd is coeval with the very 
jpfticc of fociety. . When mankind are in a ftaie of nature, every 
inaa is a Jaw tqhimfelf ; but as fooQ as ibciety is formed, every mem^ 
))er of tha^ fociety lie under obligations to one another ; to that fodety 
pf which they are members, to maintain the law and conOitution of 
that %iety ; and every attempt to encroach upon the conftitution 
fi that &dety, is a rery heinous crime, and very feverely punifiiable^ 
O^tlemen, it is a crime whjch affiirds different degrees of aggra^ 
ipatioii ; according to the nature of it, it may be applied to priyate mat-; 
l^rs, ^ndmay be lefs criminal in fhat cafe, according tothecircum- 
ftanceft. But whenever Sedition has a tendency to overturn the efta-r 
Wiihed Conilitution of the kingdom, it becomes a crime of the tnoft 
y^einous nature, and of the moft dangerous tendency, and it border^ 
ndeed upon the crime of bigh treafon. Gentlemen, the libel here 
^> the criiste chained in the m^jor propofition, as Sedition; and the 
blir Brofecotor has ftatcd a variety of fads and circumftances, from 
iiicb he infers the crime of Sedition, and the conclufion of the libel 
that all or a part thereof being proven, then he is to be puniiheA 
Svith the pains of law; which pains of law in this cafe, is an arbitrary 
pUhment, ^nd which the Court will make more or left, according 
ft they think the circumftjuices of the cafe dcferve it. 

Gentlemei^ 
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Gentlemen, although the Profccuror has detailed a variety of hB^ 
and cireumftances, all ot which I (hall fhortly ftate to you, yet it is 
Bor nceeflary that crery h€t and circuniftancc fliould be proved, in 
srdier to obtain a verdift of guilty ; becajfe, if you are of opinion that 
fcch fa£ts and cireumftances are proved, a$ are fuificient to cftabliih 
agamft the Pannel an accufation of the crime of Seditiewi, it founds 
you in a verdift of guilty. If upon examination of the whole eir* 
eumftancesof the cafe, you fhould be of opinion, "that nothing is proved 
fcfHcitnt to cftablifh the crime of Sedition againft him, you will find 
^im not guilty, or the libel not proven. And Gentlemen, the firft 
thing to be attended to is this, whetter the Society which call them^ ** 
felves^the Britifli Convention of Delegates, from what you fee of then>> 
can be reckoned a Seditious Society or not ; — that is the firft tjiing 
you will inveftigate. And Gentlemen, it is a very material circum- 
&smcc which you will have under your oblervation in forming your 
iwdgmcnt ; and it is this that that Society ftands upon, the record of 
this Court not of above fix or feven days old, to be a Seditious Society ; 
when a pcrfon, a Secretary to that Society, a6iing m that capacity^ 
afid as a member of that Society, was founc) guilty of the crime of 
$«ditTon, and has been by a judgment of this Court condemned to 
trayfpOTtatiott for fourteen years ; that is a pretty ftrong circumftancc 
tofhewthat this \vas not an innocent meeting. If it was a lawful^ 
:ne«tii}g, i am afiraid that poor man, Skirving, has fuffeved very vn- 
|uftly. In the fif ft place, thtire was a unanimous verdict of a raoft 
Rfpe6table Jury againft him. And >n the fecond place, the Court 
pFonctincitrg judgment upon that verdr^t. And indeed, GeatlenkCBf 
independent of what was «ftabli(hed upon the trial of Skirving* I 
think you will be to confider, whether upon taking a full cgmplex 
view of the pvoceedmgs of the Society, as it has, been eftabliihcd this 
«ray by parole evidence^ but chiefly by written evidence, which is no^ 
fc* capable of error as the other. I fay, whether upon the whole of 
fh« evidence arifing firom what h^s been hrid before you, that this wrs& 
Bot an innocent meeting, but a meeting of a moft feditious nature. 

Gc«fcnien, they fey that the Hiceting wat for a lawfiil purpoic^ 
and that at the fame time that they complain of the grievances that 
fhe fiabjefb labo»r unider, nothing more was meant than to obtain & j| 
reform in Parliament. Gentlemen, that is the profeffion of tfa« 
meeting ; but then they arc obliged to fay, that becaufc their attemi 
iBg 2 reform in another mode was a much more criminal aft if 
did not prevail, but you will attend to the fefts, and fee how ftir 
k proved in thia cafe, is confiftent with the idea of a reform in. P^ 
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meat; and when you fee them holding out that the Parliament if 
guilty of the groffeft iirregularities, as having no regard to the laws or 
the good of the fubfjefit, and in Ihort, that we are juft upon the brink 
of rui]^. When that is* the light in which they pretend to -hold forth 
the Parliament, it is impoffibie to believe but they muft mean fome- 
thing elfe than a reform in Parliament ; ihey could not well expert to 
get a redrefs of their grievances from a Parliament whom they have ^ ^ 
thought proper to ftate in fuch terms.— 

Gentlemen, if a Society of fo many people, dividing themfelve* 
into Seftions, Committees, coming from the Sections, motions made, 
and upon this a Committee of Secrecy appointed, and a Conventioii * 

pf Emergency eftabliflied, and the fittings declared permanent, and 
all that. — Was this neceffary for a reform in Parliament ? I think 
^here* could be no occafion for all this fecrecy ; an appHcatioh to Par- 
liament feems inconfiftent with the idea of it. I am afraid it muft 
fatisfy you — you. will confider the whole of it, whether the evidence 
4oes not fhew you, that fomething elfe than a reform in Parliament 
was intended. You fee, that they have eftabliflied a Convention of 
Emergency, in the cafe of a Convention Bill being brought into Par- 
liament, fimilar to that brought into the Parliament in Ireland. , ^ 
Another was in the cafe of that meeting being difperfed ; and the |^' ^ 
third was in the cafe of an invafioq, or in cafe of the landing of fo- ^ * 

reign troops. Now fuppoCng that they had nothing bwt fair and ho- 1^ 

ueft intentions in the cafe of a foreign invafion, they were to join the ^ • 
Government to repel that foreign force, was there any tj^ng there 
that was an objeft of fecrecy. I think the more public their refolu- 
jions were, when of fo virtuous a natOre, calculated fo much for the 
good of the public, the more public they were, fb much the better; 
^nd it could not^be a fubjedt of fecrecy. 

That therefore taking all thefe circumftances together, I am afraid 
that there is nothing but what is irreconciteable with innocence. But 
Geptlemen, in order to conftitute the crime of Sedition, it is not nc- 
tcfTary that the meeting fliould have had in view to pverturn the Con- 
jftitution by mobs and by violence, to overturn the King and Parlia- 
ment; for I apprehend, in fome fenfe the critpe of Sedition confifts in 
poifoning the minds of the leiges, which may naturally in the end 
have a tendency to promote violence againft the ftate, and endeavour- 
ing to create ^ diffatisfaftion in the country, which nobody can tell 
•where it will end, it will very naturally end in overt^rebellipn ; and 
[.' If it has that tendency, though not in the view of the parties at the 
*iMie, yet if they have b^en guilty of poifoning the minds of the 
A liepes. 




• ( 172 y 

Hcges, I appreliend that that will conftituj:c,tbe crlm^'c^fr 'Sedltioii to 
all intents and purpofes. Ko\v^p^ntJc9den,.tak^^ view of the, con- 
duct of this n^ceting, 'and attend to the trftic Avhep aU* this reform, ' 
»nd all this noifc and declamation is made ^gainft. the Conftifution ; it 
is at a time when we ate at war with a great nation, a crujelferj^-* 
-dous nation, that requires all our ftrength, and not only our ft"[thg«fh»f 
kut the ftrcugth of all our allips to get the better of them ; aftd fhc 
greateli unanimity is nepclTary. I fubmit to you whetlier a man that 
mriflies well to his poyntry, would come forward and infift upon a re- 
form, Parliamentary or not Parliamentary, at fuch a crifis ; which 
would create difcoatcnt in the minds of the people, when every good 
ftbjeft would prom.otc unanimity an)ong the lijeges to meet the com- 
mon enemy. I fay in plajje of that, to bring forward a great reforrn 
jn Parliament is a thing totally inconfiftent with the conftitution of 
this country. I fay, bringing it forward at that perjod is a ftrong 
proof that they were not well wiihers to the Conftitution, but enemies 
"to jr. I fay that no good men)ber of Society would hare tgken thofe 
meafures. 1 appeal to you all, that you are living i^nd^r a happy 
Qovemment in peace and plenty, in pcrfcft fccurity of your lives 
.^nd property, t'ic happieft nation upon the face of the earth; and 
'lien tliat is the fituarjon of this country, I appeal to you ^vhether - 
■ liave not given a fair and juft defcription of it; for a fet qf paen in 
- it fituation to raifc a fattion ii» the ir^inds of thp lowef Ofder of 'the 
;- L>p]c, and to create difafFetStion to the Government, and confequently 
Tpr.kc a divifiog in that country. T fay, thcfc thipgs appear to Be 
from the very conjunfturc at which thry are brought forward, Seditmn 
of a very high nature. Now, Gcntlenu^, you will take into confi- 
ftcration the whole pr9cecdings of this meeting, and take a view'c^ 
what ftands upon rh.c records of this Court, that that ConYcntlott i^ 
already determined to be a meeting of an illegal 'nature. 

The next qucflion is, whether you can prqnounce this Gentleman 
at tlic bar inncctnt. 1 will lay it down as a principle of law, and not 
peculiar to this country; it is the principle of thfe civil law, and I be- 
lieve the principle of evc-ry law in every well-governed ftate, thu 
V h(;re u number of people arc concerned in a cfinie, that all and each 
of them lire guilty; part or part of afting in different parts of tl 
iommiinou of the crime, as Ibme may have been more a6tive th 
f^therF, they are all of them in the c.yc of the law equally guilty, j 
linble to puniilimcnr ; that is the law of Scotland, and I believe 
r-.'cry civilized country, and therefore if this is an unlawful So^ 
*hc man that is prefidcnt of that S^ociery, is liable for e\crf | 
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^one*in*tHal" Society"; ^i'is amenVole to a,CQurt of Jufticefor the 
crimes thc^(^^OI^^llttc•d. ' ^Nov^'G^nriemen,* tifcia queftion is, if t^is 
be a ft'diViolib Soptety," \vheUi€r yoa can pronounce Mr. Margaret in- 
nocent, fn the ,firft t)1ace, . 31^ fee that' the public Proiecvtor has 
.^ftablilhed that he .was fentdov^n to that very meeting from England, 
^s relegate 5 he fomes down for no pther errand under the fun. He 
4naves his b^linefs of a mei^chant in London, and attends this meet- 
ings in the chara6ter of a Delegate ; that I apprehend is taking a ftrong 
part in the proctedings of this feditiou^ illegal Society. You fee him 
at all the meetings almoft, and you fee him the moft adlive of all the 
nvpeting. He is chairman upon one occalion, and he is making 
fpeeehes and harrangues upon another j and you will attend to that 
motion by which the Convention of Emergency was eftabliflied, by 
which a Committee of Secrecy was eftablilhed. The Committee of 
Secrecy confifts of four members, and the Panncl is Xiamed one of 
the four, that is in evidence before you ; and if you take all thefc 
.things together, becomes down to Scotland, leaves his bufipefs.in 
London, and attending thef^ meetings daily ; you fee him taking th« 
active part, making motions, and making that very important motion 
for a Committee of Secrecy ; and he was named one of the Committee. 
I leave it to you, Gentlemen, whether you can pronounce him inno- 
cent of the crime of Sediticm. Gentlemen, I own at the fame time 
that this Pannel ihcws a good deal of ingenuity, though I cannot a] 
plaud his difcretion or judgment. The crime charged is Sedition ; and 
I think he took up four hours in a defence, which was fedition from 
beginning to the end ; finding fault with the Conftitution, and I think 
a fpeech of a very fcditious tendency, and I will not trouble you with 
any more oF it. 1 have given you the general idea of the cafe ; if you 
ar^ of opinion nothing is proved againft this Gentkmen, find him not 
guilty ; on the other hand, if you think the fads and circumftances 
fyificiently brought home againft him, you will find him guilty. 

7*i^epia}'y January 14/^6, 1794. — Half paji One ocloc-k, 

"The names of the Jury having been called over^ they brought m 
the folloiving 

VERDICT. 

Edinburgh, Jan. 14th, 1794. 
he above affize having enclofed, made choice of the faid Samuel 
Herfoi^ to be their Chancellor, and the faid John Balfour to 

be 
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► 'fce tjieir clerk; and having confideicecf tKe criminal libel raifcd and pui** 
filed at the inftance of his Majefty's Advocate for his Majefty's inte* 
. teft, againft Maurice Margarot, Paiinel, the interlocutor of relevancy 
pronounced thereon by the Court, t^e evidence produced in proof 
etf the libel, ^nd the evidence adduced iu exculpation of the Pannel, 
they all iii one voice find the Pannel, Maurice Margarot, guilty of 
the crimes libled ; in witnefs whereof, their faid Chancellor and Clerk 
bave fubfcribed thefe prefents .in their names,^ and by their appoint* 
iReiit, place and date as above. ^ " . 

(Signed) SAMUEL ANDERSON, Cban4. 
JOHN BALFOUR, Clerk. 



Lord Juftice Clerk, Gentlemen, you have pronouhced a very ac* 
curate verdi6t. This is a trial of great impprtance, and the country 
i& obliged to you for the attention you have paid to the caufe. If yoa 
have any thing to fay Mr. Margarot, now is the time. 

Mr. Margarot, Undoubtedly I have my Lord. I did not yefterdajf 
ftart obje6tions on futile 'grounds, I objefted to the competency o£ 
the Court \ I object to it at prefent ; I informed your Lordfhips, that 
I meant to bring an appeal againft the whole procedure, in confix 
quence of that incompetency. You thought proper, at tb.at time, to 
repel my ob}e6tion, but I now ftill fuftain it : it is in confcquence o^ 
rfle abfence of the Lord Juftice General of Scotland ; I was charged 
to appear before him : he does not appezlr in his place ; I did my duty, 
he neglefted his, and the Court was not full ; and it certainly was nfe- 
ceflary that he ihould attend, otherwife the Indi6lment would have 
run, the Lord Juftice General, the Lord Juftice Clerk or the other 
Lords; inftead of which, it ran, atid the other Lords of Jufticiary r- 
That implies the abfolute neceffity that he Ihould be in his place ; or^ 
otherwife, the Court was not even by the Public Profecutor deemed 
complete. I likewife mean to bring an objcftion, full as; forcible^ 
which is that which I experienced in the courfe of my trial. I was 
pot able, though I had performed all the neceffary legal ceremonies, Jt^ 
was not able (becaufe fome men do not pay that refpcit to the lav 
which they" ought to do) to adduce feveral of my exculpatory witncC- 
fes: your Lordfhips refufed to grant m^ a caption; your Lordfhips j 
fufed to grant me (Jelay ; confe^uently, the moft material evideoc 
that I could have brought in my own defence, were entirely de 
me f but, my Lord, although that denial was in confequence of an 4 
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fttrfon of this Court, that your Jurifdiftion did not extend to- Eng- 
land; yet, a part of my Indictment was founded on crimes, faid to be 
committed in England, and relative to the people of England. It ii 
odd, that you Ihould take cognizance, in this Court, of crimes rel/tiv« 
to the people of England; when from England, you cannot compd 
the attendance of a fingle witnefs ii my favour. 

There is, my Lord, an objcftion again, which is entirely local, 
which is confined to Edinburgh itfclf ; I have fummoned three men, 
as exculpatory evidences.; two of them were attending, the third wfti 
not attending.; but no notice was taken of him. Thefe men I wiik 
to call into Court, to examine as exculpatory evidences for me. The 
l-ord Juftice Clerk infifted upon my telling the nature of the queilions 
2 meant to put^: 1 gave him the outlines of them, upon which the 
Judges thought proper to refufe the admillion of thofe evidences. 

Another charge relates to yourfdf : I had ordered the Mefifenger to 
Summon your Lordlhip upon certain fads, which went to prov^ that it 
was very likely I had already, before my trial, been prejudged. Yo\Jit 
X^ordibip was not furamoned, in confequence of the fear of this mut 
of offending a {>erfoa in power ; but, at the beginning of the triil, your 
Lordlhip told me, and the Public Profecutor, to his juftice be it faid, 
^acknowledged that the legal point Hiould ^be obviated, and that yo« 
ihould attend as an exculp'itory evidence ; but, when it came to the 
|ioint, you refufed to be put upon your oath, and to anfwer the qucT* 
tions propoled to you. Th«fe queftions went to criminate yourfelf, ttvf 
Lord ; they remain unanfwered, by the advice of your brother Judges. 
The confequence was, that my defence was neither fo complete, raf 
exculpatory «:videncc not fo fatisfa6lory, and I make no doubt but it 
is owing to that that the Jury, of whom I fhall not take the lead no- 
tice at prcfent; that is the bufinefs of their xountry, not of me ^ that th« 
, Jury have thought proper to find me guilty. There is another thing, 
\ ihould thefe obje&ions be repelled ; I have another to bring forward, 
I that you will not fo eafily get rid of- It feems the cuftom of Scot- 
land, that the witnclTes are confined to a chamber by therafelvcs, and 
no ftranger au;»iitted amongftthem; that was not the cafe yefterday; 

141 peribn, of the name of James Carlifle, was converfmg with them a 
<:onfiderablc time in the outer houfe. Thefe are great objeftions for 
, ftaying judgment. The two tirft objections go to cancel the whole 
[ proceedings, and the three lad at lead to ftaying of judgment. I have 
r .^ »o more to fay at prefent. 

[ Lord Juftice Clerk, You will not be allowed to fpeak afterwards. 

|P and, therefore, if you have any thing more to fay, you muft fpeak ou: 
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Utr, Margafot, I have nothing more. It was' faid yefterday, *. 
was not verfed in the Laws of "^Scotland : it is true, I anf not ;%but t 
have fomc flight knowledge of the Britifh Conftitutipn, and I muft ob- ' 
fertc here, that the proceedings of this Court haveljecft a departure^, 
in MOt from the BritUk Conftitution. I will fay no more, I await your 
fentcnce, ^ ' ' 

Lord Henderland. T^f Lords, This Pannel has ' ftatcd' the very 
fame objcftfons that he ftated yefterday, except one, which ftafes that 
there were ftrangers with the witncffes in the other room ; and, if it 
was fo, the officer who had the charge of them may be culpable and 
punifliable ; b^caufe it is contrary to the cuftom of the Court : but, 
my Lords, to fay that it fliiBll annul .a verdi6t, oi- ftay judgment, does 
not appear fo me to be at 'ill the practice. It is impoffible for the 
Court but to proceed upon ^he verdift, and I muft give my Opinion 
upon this head, that it is notla valid ob)e£tion« 

Lord EJkgro^e: My Lord^, The Pannel now at the Bar had more 
indulgence than^he Court ever gave a Pannel before, bccaufe he wa* 
s ftranger. My Lords, 1 cannot help taking notice of an iniinuation, 
on the part of the Pannel, to the Court by threats <tf impeachment, 
and threats. of being brought upon our knees, or fuffering the pains of 
death. I am happy the Pannel has not thought fit to renew that 
language to day ; yet' I would not. (it altogether upoii this trial, witho^it 
(ignifying my opinion, that if it had not been, that we held in con • 
tempt infmuations of threats to us, that are illegal ; fo, on the other 
hand, we will lixbmit to every appeal that is competent, if there is' anj 
foperior authority, we will readily fubmit to their decifions. Bur, wiy 
Lords, it is not for this man, or any man, to think to tefrify this Coun- 
try into a fubverfion of juftfce. Had he been a nattve of this Country, 
he would not have bcea fu&rcd to go on as he did . I approve of his 
condu6t to-day, which is more temperate ; but, for tlie fake of others 
who might be here yefterday, and fome who may hear of it, I will 
fay, that it is not the right of any prifoner to go out of his defence^ atid 
attack the Court who are able to defend themfelves when the attack is 
made. I was of opinion, with my Brothers, upon the obje6tions yef- 
terday, and therefore it is not to be fuppofed I fliould not be of tl| 
fame opinion to-day, unlefs fomething new had been urged. The \ 
jeftion as to the Lord Juftice General was fully anfwered yefterday, 
and does not deferve any notice ; as to the queftion put to your ] 
fliip not being anfwered, it was not becaufe of your being a Judge 
this Court, but becaufe of their being irrelevant to his defence. 
tQ his obje^ion of a ftranger being jtdmitted with the wttneiles, j 
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fcrry-thataiiyfuch thing Ihould Happen. -He may have been fenf 
/romeither pjuty, or hn> might have no connexion with any party 7* 
but it IS a ftrange thing to fuppofe, that fuch an iccideht Ihould make- 
null ^and void ali the proceedings of this Codrt againft this Pannel ; 
and i am the more fUrpri^cd at that bbjeftion being ihade, on account 
. 6i hi&' being a pative of England, where ^he muft wfell know that it is 
the general praftiee that the witnefles ate iiot at all inelcfed, but they ta-4' 
& Court during the time of the trial. Not but we allow that it is 
fometimes ordered oth^rwife Hy the Cburt, and in this Cafe it feeiMs to 
fiave been by accident. It does iibt appear at all that he was tamper- 
ing with the witneiTesj and therefore do blame lies upon the Court; 
and it Is n^edlefs to feek any redrels in the way in which it has this 
day been ddne from this Courti 

Lord Swikton, Mf Lordsj The ohl^ ntw tfbjc6Uon m, that a pcr- 
fon of thd narhe of Carlifle was admitted among the wltrifefies; if that 
^as valid, the objeftioii is now too lite -; it ought to have been made 
when they were brought to be examined. My Dord^ every witnfeis; 
ih a mod folemn mannerj was fworti ^d alked upon oath, whether h« 
Was inftru6ted or taught as to the ievidcnde he was to gite, and an an- 
fwer was niadd by every witnefs \ipon oath, that he was not ; and 
therefore; if therfc was ahy thing in the objection ; it is dqne away by 
that ; and therefore it is nly opinion, that it ihould be^repelled. 
• Lord DUnfinnan. I amof thfefameopiiiiUn, aridldbn'tthinkitae- 
ctflary to enter aiiy further intb it. 
Lord Ab^rcrombie, I to of the fame d^iiiion; 
Lord juftice Clerk. 1 am entirely of the fdihe opiniotj, and I will 
tell the Paiinel, that if the Court were to fuftaiti the obje^ton, it woul4 
. not avail him as an abfolutary from tRe ci^e whlrwhich lie I^ ch^* 
<e^ \ even if it would inake nttli aiM void all the proceedings ; becauft 
lie would be liable to be tried bver again. He muft be convinced that 
lie has had a failr tri^; he went oh for four hours in his defence; he 
is a Granger in this country; and not having coiinfel, we allowed him 
lb goon in a niSuiher in Whith ive wOuld not have permitted a native o£ 
Stoilan<i ; he went On for four hours in fuch a way as ip^as contrary to 
the Conftitutibn of the couiitry, aiid your Lordlhips will now proceed 
ih giving your opinions upon what ihall be the irefult of this verdift. 

Ijofd HenieHand. My Lords j The Jury having difcharged their 
duty to their country, by a patient hearing of this trial, after, I am 
perfuaded, a full coniideration bf the evidence^ it remains for the 
Court t(^ confider what may be an adequate puniihiM&t of the 
mime .be ftands charged Wlthi. My Lords^ the crime of wiiich he 
- N haa 



has been it)un<} guilty is fedition, and as it is 4etail<;d m the rtinaf fit^^ 
pofitioit, taking an a^ve and diftinguilhed part in the delibera^ons andl 
proceedings of a fociety, whofe meetings were held under pretence o 
procuring a 6.eform in Parliament, but which were of a dangerous 
and dcftruftive tendency, with a determined intention to difturbthc 
peace of the community, and to fubvert the prefent Conftitution of the. 
country. My Lord, It is a moft daoigerous crime^ and moft e^teniive. 
indeed in its confequences-^^It appears in evidence that this was a 
Convention, forming themfelres into a Society^ calling themfelves 
Citizens, Se^ions, Committees. In ihort, afiuming the form of a - 
French Parliament, thereby Ihewing that they wilhed proceedings to 
take place here of a iinlilar nature to thofe of France. My Lords, I fear, 
not the fword of the enemy, or the poignard of the Aflaffin, while fitting 
in my place, difcharging the facred office of a Judge. I ihaii g^ve 
my opinion as it ilrikes my feelingji ; I il^ll give my fentiments, as 
they appe^ to me to be fupported by Law. This charge is- that of ac- 
tive Sedition ; and the diilin6lion between this charge, and that of 
leafing making, i& an imperfeft one ; for it is to demonftration capa*' 
f^e of being ptoved, that, before the union, (here did exiil a Seditipnp, 
committed by words in faliie argument, by attacks upon the Confiitu* 
tion, and u^ the legiflativc bodies of the Confiitution. It can be^ 
demonftrated by the records of this Court, that ^here was a common 
law fedition, di&rent from leafing making; and upon which this 
Court held itfelf competent to found a' libel; to infer an arbitrary> 
'^ punifhment. Therefore, in whatever point of view I take the charge 
againil thb man, (though I think it amounts to a6^ive Sedition), I 
Rave no doubt that this Court li^ povyer to puniih it, by the highc^; 
arbitrary puflilhrnenti 

My Lords, I doubt not that what I now fay will be made public:, 
I obferve that it is falfely fet forth, in one edition of a late tf la), that 
I faid, it wrung my heart to mention che crime of Sedition. I am, in 
the judgment of yt>ur Lordihips, aed every man who Jiear^ me, I f^4, 
m fuck tiling— I faid, it wrung ray heart (and X own that it did) to. 
iee a Gentleman, a young Gentleman, who had received a Gentle* 
man's education and who had difcovered abilities not inconfidcrable^ 
ihould be the object of fuch puniihrneat. 

My Lords, This ^eritlenian is a Stranger, and fo^ry I am tti# he 
ftould hai'c come into this Mtiniry. I regret, as I muft. do, the con-. 
lequences it has had, and the condu^l. that he has aflTumed. Jt notwr. 
becomes my duty, as a Judge, to fay what fort of punifhm«nt thi^^ 
srmt defervcs^ »d, my Lords, I kngw no ©thcr w?y in which X 
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eottld difcharge my daty to God, to my country, and to my own coa« 
Science, but by propoiing to your Lordihips, that this man (hould be 
banilhed forrh of this kingdom by tranfportation ; or, in common Ian* 
guage, (hould be tranfported,to fuch part of his Ma jetty's Dominions^ 
fis his Majefty, in Council, ihall pleafe to appoint ; and there to re« 
main for the fpace of 14 y^ars, under pain and penalty of death, in 
cafe of return,— • 

Lord E/kgr^ve^ My Lords, The Pannel has been found, by the 
. verdift of a Jury of his country, guihy of the fafts charged againft 
him. My Lords, We yellerday gave our opinions upon the validity 
•f the IndiAment, all, in o^e voice, finding that Sedition was a high 
crime, by the laws of Scotland- Your LordOiips were al(b of opinion, 
that the fa6ts charged and alledged by the Public Prbfecutor, in the 
minor propofirion ; amounted to the crime of Sedition. 1 will not 
now repeat what has been well xibferved by my Lord Henderland, who 
has gone before me, as to the grounds of that opinieih. My Lords, 
As the cafe at prefeni ftands, { am forry this . (Sentltoan fiiould have 
t)een guilty of fuch a crime ; but a Jury jof his country have found* 
that he i# guilty of the charges in thislndifbcoent; and therefore I in no 
way differ irom your l.or4ihip in thinking, that the Jury have dif« 
Charged a duty to their country ; but, if I had becii of another opi* 
nion, my duty would have been one and the fame, which is to pro- 
nounce the fentence of the lavv wpon the perfoa found guilty, by his 
'country, of the crime chai'ged,^nd carrying It into cxeoucion, by a pu« 
' niihment fuitable to the offence* It is untieceflary to go through the 
circumftances of this Indiftment, upon all of wHch the Jury have re- 
turned a verdi6fc, finding the Prifoner guilty- My Lords, It may 
ainount to the finding him guilty of leading, as well as alRfting, a 
number of people, tftyling themfelves a fort.of Parliament in this coun- 
try, for the purpote, as I ftated yefterday, of fubvening tiie Conftitu- 
«lon of the country; and then there is a more fpecific enumeration of 
f a6^8 ; k fets forth, that they were to fet at defi^mce the authority of 
-the legiilature 5 that even if an a6t was moved for, difagreeable to them^ 
ey were to meet in a fewet Convention ; they thought fit to be con« 
aie^ in ordesr to .deliberate upon what was to be done; they were, 
cev^V^e to do tjbe {am£, if there was an invalion : and what invafioa 
to Ijre feared at this time, I leave to the judgment of every qne who 
^cars tme. AWb, incafe'of the landing of foreign troops, for the fupport 
»f thc^overnment of the country, that was to1)e the caufe of the fud- 
;n meeting of this Convention ; Alfo, if the Htibeas Corpus K€i was 
tpcalpd/ And Mly, if any interrtTption w«$ giv«a tt) their meetings 
I- H % this 
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Jliis Convection. of emergency was to fit. What conclufion w b([ 
drawn from fuch language ; but that they meant to fubvert the Con- 
ftitution of the country ; that it was meant to be carried on in a ftyle 
of defiance and oppofition to the bgiflative authority of this country?^ 
therefore, it is in vain for any perfon, pretending to know any thing 
of the l^aw of Scotland, to fay this is merely leafmg making, I Ihal 
, only fay, that it would have been difficult, if it had not been for the! 
alteration of the ftatuje law, to know whpther it would not )iave 
limounted to the crime of high treafon. My Lords, ^he Jury have 
•found this man guilty : he is an Engliibman. . I am forry (hat any o£ 
that country ihould ever have interfered in the peace and tranquillity, 
cither of their own country, or of this which is a part of the united 
Kingdoms j bu^ I think we cannot pronouttcc a lefs fei^tepcc^ in this 
cafe, than in the former cafes ; and if any difference is to be made, I 
^o not think it is in -favour of this Defendant, who, in his own coun-r 
try, niight hare'Tived peaceably and quietly. My Lords, There can 
be no fort of doubt with regard to the powers of the Co^rt ; By the 
laws of this country, before the AOl of 1708, Baniftiment from ttjc 
realm of Scotland was oi^e thing, and Banifliment to a place beyond 
fcas w^ another ; and thefe were a? well known at that time as at this* 
But, my Lords, is it proper that a perfon from England, beipg found 
guilty of atternpts to fubvert the Conftitution j is it reafonable that we 
fhould return hini to England, in order that he may continue his prac- 
tices tticre, if fo inclined. If we were not able to do more, we could 
not help it; but, I fay, the power of banifhment, by tranfpditatioii, 
has been long recognized in Scotland, as well as in England. The 
Court can do no lefs, than make ufe of the powsr which the law give* 
them, to fend him to a place where he can do no harm. My Lords* 
If I had any dou'bt about it, y'our judgement in the cafe of Mr. Muir, 
where I vyas not prefcnt, but where the other Judges uniformcrl^ 
gave their opinion, that this liiode of banifhment, by tranfportation^ 
was th^ proper puniftiment for fuch an oifence ; that would be fufli^ 
cicnt for me to concur in the fame opinion. If that punifhtnent wa.^ 
not too muclf'for Skirving, the Secretary to this Convention, who a|»-^ 
pears to be a fimple delucfed man, it cannot be tOHO much for this gc 
tlcman, who is, fo far as I can judge, a man of Abilities, of con(ideral>l 
knowledge, and one who took the lead in this Convention ; iui the 
lore, I concur in tht puni/Kmcnt n>entioned by your Lordfhip. 

Lorti Swinton. My Lords, I have no difficulty in concurrii^ ^J^tlx ^■■ 
your Loirdfhips in the punifhment you have fuggefted; and, aS 
Mhal: has been faid by your Lordihips, I fhall only take notice o 




ittf few things; My Lords, The crime of fedition is worfe in onei^ 
. ' ipe£t thanmoft other crimes : many other crimes are committed from 
\ tilt fudden impqlfe of paifion, or heat ; but this crim^ is committed 
' mih a premeditated^ felonious intention, by deliberating upon the 
means of overturning our Conftitution. They begin with feditious 
and inflammatory difcourfes, endeavouring to draw iimple, and per- 
haps well meaning, people after them, by pointing out imperfe^liont 
which will be in every goven^ment whatever, and placing them in a 
Arang light; and, in the next place, by feditious writings. My 
Lords, in this cafe the delegates tneet, and they appoint a Convention 
of emergency; and what are thefe Conventions of emergency ? firft of 
all, for the purpofe of over-awing Parliament; and one of their refolu* 
t\ms iS|,to pay no regard to fuch an a£t of Parliament if it ihould pafs : 
that is, they defplfe the legiflativc authority of the country. Then, 
in the cafe of an invafion, and it is eafy to fee what fort of an invalion, 
vi^s mean^ I decline |;qui^ through all the other particulars of this 
libel, which is found to be a tr^ie libel in every point. My Lords, 
What have they pretended ? They have pretended a reformation in 
the Conftitution. I fay, my Lords, there is nq nee^ for it ; our Con* 
Jlitutlon Reforms itiblf. With regard to trial by Jury, which is the 
palladium, in my memory three afts have been brought in for refoipi- 
ing this point : one lately, giving Juries a power to decide upon the 
"V'hole matter, in cafe of libel ; and we h^ye no need of, fuch Reform- 
ers as thefe. 

My Lords, |f there is any difference between thjs cafe and that of 
others, the crime of this man is highly aggravated : he is not of this 
country; he docs not feel any hardfliips from the government of this 
country ; he comes from England, for feditious purpofes, as dated in 
this Indictment; and therefore, if there is any diftin6tion in this case, it 
i% unfavourable to this Pannel. I am of opinion, with your Lordlhips> 
rhat tranfportation for fourteen years is the proper puniihment. 

Lord Dunfinnan* My Lords, after tjie moft patien? hearing of this 
C^fe, by a Jury, they have eome ;o that determination which fenfible, 
lioneft men alone could come to : namely, finding this Pannel guilty. 
There is no doubt but he has.been fen^t into this country, in order to 
^ir^minate fedition^ and, it is evident, that he was very fedulous in 
the execution of that office. The Jury, having found a verdiCt of 
guilty, it comes to the. court to coniider \yhat puniihment this crime 
deferves ; and, my Lords, though it is not pleafant to pais judgment 
lipoD a fellow fubje£t, crimes, dangerous as thefe, canno be overlook-! 
«r«i- My Lordsj I am of opmion that thfs man's guilt is aggrft a ei 
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beyand tfatt %f others, who have been i^ tl^e/apc gremnftfBe^ % i»( 
-that tninfportation for founeen yean is the proper ppniihsiejit. 

L^rd Mercrombie, My Lords, it has bccji juftly Ql^fcrved .thatv«duN':' } , •. 
iug the courfe of the trial, the Panncl, 4ow ^ tjhe b^, mpt with, an ^'■ 
unfiommon fharc of indulgence : I l?efievc fat beyond what any Court^ 
«f Juftice, eithet in thia or any other country, ever afibrd^ a Fannel. ■ 
My L<H:d6, 1 don't feel, and never ihall fcal royfelf difpofed to fay onf 
word to load any tnan, who ilands in the unhappy fituation that he 
does^ but I am forry to pbferve, that ham the moment he appeared at ' 
the bar, till the inltant he was carried out, his whole- conduct was of 
.^e moft indecent kind, ^y Lords, t^e crime with which he ftand» 
charged, and of which he is foui^d guilty,by the ujianinious vo^ce of his 
country, upon the ihoft fatisfa£bry evidence, is that of Sedition, an4 
my Lords, his crim^ is highly aggravated by one circuififtance, which 
appeared in the courfe of the tn^l, that he has been ftirring up Scdi» 
tion in this country, ^d ipftjgating fu^}i unhappy n^e^, as you faw ' 
here yefterday; for example^ one of the Meipber;^ of ,the Br^tifli 
Convention, who yras fo ignorant of tfa^ Cpi^tution, of h^s own coun* 
try, that he was obli^d to admif,that l^e never fq much as ]^ad thg 
cl^im of Bights. My Lords, is it tofu^h Xfien 4^ theie that we ^e (9 
rcfort, to get a re^cfs of the gricyapces of thif country, 

My Lords, If we are to judge of the means he made ufe of from his 
. ipceches in tfce' minutes oJF the Conycntion, dpi^ tl^e fpf cch which >yc 
heard U& night, fure t am, that his intention was, to ftir up a fpirit of 
4irafEe£tion and diffontent aipong th^. ignorant and thp uriinfprm^ | 
and, my Lords, I confider the circumftance of this Pannej being a 
Uranger to this covuitry as an aegr^yation of his crime. 

My Lords, This Society called thprnCelves originally the friends of 
the people ; they afterwards changed theiy nainf, calling themftlve^ 
the Britilh Convention of Delegates, aflbpate^to ohtadn univerfaJ fuf-. ; 

ftage and annual Parliaments ; a right which the fubjejfts of this coun;* j 

try never did enjoy : fuch a right would tjend to bring ruin apd 40-^ ! 

itruftion upon this country. I fay my Lords, that to thia man,. thj&X 
owed that change, and that form which they ifuraed^^dof which 
we have hpard fo mucht ^^ 

My I#ords, I fhall only add, that the punifluncnt pr^pofed is tfoc 
iBild^ft, whiclj). under all the cnfcuix^ftanc^s of the ca^e, ought to b^. 
pronounced. 

Lord Jufiice Clerk, My Lprds, after tl^e full difcuffion which this 
criuie has undergone, within thefe three months, I fhall only jaft ol>«» 
/ifiyc, that the grime of which this Pannel is accufcd^ and now lUnd^ 
, ^ \ conndtiA 
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fCffiVi^lpf d» ?«r^ of ft moft Kifpe&able Jury of thii Cbuntry,, 
JM Sfdidop ; eiide(^yO);iiiBg to oveiftum the eftabti&ed-goverament oi^ 
t|us Cpuxvtry, which u> pf ail crimes known amongft mankin<l» of the 
^(^ hHi^pus na^w^ ^ the moft daogBrous tendeii^y to Socie^^ and 
^U merks tl^\ higlheft arbitrary puni&me^t that thi« Court can poHi* 
bly J.n^yyfi:. You have had two trials before ^wo, one within thefe fe^ 
|:QoxiUi^, ia vhic^ the Paahel was condemned to truifportadon for 14 
y^ars, aji^ ^^ ether you condemned within thefe few days for the 
fmp tpx^. The moment I heard the verdi^): I revolved in my own 
ini|ld (he cjfc^fiiaBces attending this cafe ; but it is impolTible thai 
ipye can^ .agr^^aUe to the JAftice of the Country, tnff£): a lefs punifh* 
ment ; the only doubt that ooeurred ^m^ was, whether we ought not 
to go further ; for I did fee a material difference ; this cafe being at* 
tetvife^ jpidt ^cumfiances highly aggravated and ofienlive to the Laws 
lof this. Country. If this Country fuffers any grievances, I am furc he 
felt none of them : he lives not in Scotland, has no property there, and, 
9s a (Iranger, he comes into this Country a man with'^ great deal of 
abilities and great elocution, he comes here for the exprefs purpofe of 
of difleminating Sedition among the lower order of people, in this 
Country, I cannot confider it as anything but Sedition highly aggra«» 
vated. I did think that this crime deferved a more fevere punilhment ; 
)>ut 1 have always more pleafure in inflicting a mild puniihment than a 
more fevere one : and as your LordJQiips are all of opinion, that we 
Should inflict the fame puniihment as in the cafe of Skirving and Muir» 
X concur in the fame opinion, that he Ihall be tranfporte^^for the term 
^f 14 years, with the ufual certification. 



SENTENCE, 

The Lori4 '^iic% Clerk and X^rds Commiffioners of Jufticiary ha- f 

ving confidercd the foregoing Verdid, whereby the Aflize all in one 
ifoice find the Panncl Gy ILTY of the crimes libelled : The faid 
Lord$» in refpe£t of the (aid Verdi6i:, in Terms of an A6t pa^Ted in ^ ' \ : 

the X5th year of his prefent Majefty, entitled An " A6t for the mor^ . j 

** cSe&ualTranfporcationof Felons, and other Ofienden, in that part 

« of 
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f of Qreat BrhaiO) called Scodaiid,*'«rd!^xn aad-ad}udge, that the faM 
Maurice M^rgaroit be Tnmfpoited beyond Seas,' to fuch place as his 
Majefty, with the advice of his priry Couhfel, ihali declare and appoint; 
jmd that for the fpace of fourteen 'years from this date; with certifica- 
tion to him, if, after being fo Tranfponed, he fliall return to, and be . 
found at large within any part of Great Britain, during the faid foui^ 
leen year8» without fooie lawful caufe,^ be thereby lawfully convict 
ted» he ihall fuffer death, as in cafes of fetony, without benefit of 
plergy, by the law of ^nglaad : An(^ ordains the faid Maurice Msur^ 
gairot to be carried hack to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, therein to be de* 
lained till he is delivered oyer, for being fo tranfported j^ for whi^ 
f }U& ihaU bC| tp all <;oiicenied, acftifficient warrant. 
(Signed) 

ROBERT M'QVEEN, '• 

Jffr. Marj^ar^. My Lords* I thank yon* : 
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To tbf Rn'..f4r. 1i 
Dear Sir, ' 

^ OU ^fire me to ^ve you my opinion of the prefent fiate oi 
lysint and ^i^refs among the weavers in Spittalfields, being phydcisia 
to the London Pifpenfary,, where iDet ween two and 3990 of theii^a^ 
jiuaUy apply for mcdipal relief, I am called frequently to vifit thoL* 

. vnretched habitaticms, there the fi^ft th^g that commonly prefents it* 
|elf to view, is an cmppy looxp, an4 a ftarving fapily. Sofne have had 
only half their ufual work, fqr more thap twelyc months pail ^ and 
land many no work fit all, for phe Jaft (ix montl^s. Some tifpes i find 
^ne or two children iick, and ^he wj^etched parents looking upon thein 
yrith allj^h^ d^ftrefs which parental affection, and the utmoft degree of 

. poverty, g^n imprefs on il^c mind. At other times, I find the Huf. 
band and wife, an4 no( unfrequently hoth fick in the fame bed, and tc" 

. veral helplefs and ha)f (larved children jookii^g up to them for Br^ad* 
Here ansiety apd poverty increafe the difeafe if they did not produce 
it, which however is often the cafe. Jt is irapoffible for worfls to give 
a perfe6t Idea of the dil^refs which prevails amongft this ^fefyl (;Iafs of 

. the people. If any doubi the truth of this reprefentation, all I can 
fay is, come andfee* Were they to accompany me in my daily yiiitationt 
for a fhort time, they would be fully convinced^ that this is a very ^ 

impcrfefit outline of the general rpifery ampngft this p^rt of the labor- 
ing poor, who would gladly work, if they could be employed ; aoc 
therefore, the more) difcrving of help. I am perfuaded, Sir, Aa 



' you need only to be acquainted with real diftrefs, to intereft yourfekr 

r in the means pf relieving it in the prefent in(lance. Both you, Sii» 

i and thofe who fecond your laudable endeav^^ and benevolent pur« 

pofes, will be doing a good work. I am, 

/•■■'■.. 

l)ear Sfr 

Your iincere firiend. 
Old Bedlam. 
:^c. 17, 17^- JOHN WHITEHEAD. 
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JK" one ihort men A (D«ccm'&cr 1791) "an^ifinovation .was made oa 
the fdKme of Britiih Society ; and, in one eventful ytiar, it has chan- 
j;.cd the chara^Ur of tbe-nation, from the happy condition of a people 
Eving together like one large famiiy, xjndfir common laws 5. we were- 
broke into fcts, and put under the inquifition of Clubs* Jealoufy fiid 
' Dktord fudceede'd Cottfidente and ^njon ; the jttoft honowa^le.toi-' 
tat^ions ; th« moft Mcient frfCiidihi})S $ tht fbchX and-endearitig ifi- 
iMreeurlbs <ef ttbig'hbotnrhood ; ilay, thie tie$ of kindred -vmi rudely» 
tvantonly torn ^ndtr ; and the better to fecur^ tb us thfttal^mkics 
- If a foreign war, We wer« Ui^lvcd in the m6*:o dreadfbl hoihrott of fifi* 
tftinal feud. In the ibon %ace that we can allot t& thi» aitick^ it \i 
ifMpei^e fw us to enter into tht painful enumeration of thtf evems 
4if 1793* When the feittiful fciftdria^ comes to ire^btid theitf hktr 
^alBoD atid trenrnx- have fubfided, it wiii be foui^tobetfe^trloft^if^ 
Aftfous to con^tvtioBfiniberty^ to fbiefice, to fnor!ils, and to trade, that 
Engiatxi ifver knew, (ince the eftabliihrnent of its fireeddtA. What« 
^t^rfe from the animating and cheeriag pi^ure bf bur pnifperity and 
Ittp^ine^, whldi a liberal Coftne%ondent gav-e to tke publiCt through 
<fae if^iidiufn ^ thk paper, en this day twelvetoon^.. Thft gttat etrents 
^f the jQBf have« tov^red wUk diftfiirs th« wholt face of the liland. ^ 
-th^ £bcret hiftory o£#he period w^ neither &ll3ucan nor dare develope, 
•It i« f^ci^t t6 fay, ^at a^s of perfecution, tmknowii to Engli^me^, 
•feiw been pra6tifcd«with ispj>laufit ; integrity and fciendikip have bcea 
branded as unbecoming an exalted mind 4 aftd'confitoicy in principles 
^ UB&itable to tha times. OpinioA has been hunted into the retire - 
«)tfcnt of. fatuities, »ftd he ^hd dared to mamM his public do^inea^ 
IWft btehaflkulted <|n the fide- Qf his profeffioft m lifel The pulpit, [^. 
t^ a#itiy> tht l>at,aiid the pref^ all fum^ tht ihocikihg evidence thtft 
'Spi^nidk an^ Italiaft arts may flouriih en m Eiigli& {6iL 
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